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NEW edition of this work lias become 
necessary, owing to its large and 
widespread circulation. 

My intention in composing this little 
volume was to supply the want of a 
thoroughly English Manual of Devotion for 
the month of May ; at the same time bring- 
ing within the reach of the people the his- 
torical records of ancient Catholic love and 
veneration for the Mother of God in this 
country of England. 

In this second edition the visit of May 
1st, and the example of May 30th, have 
been supplemented with some additional 
historical information ; a new chronicle has 
been substituted on May i ith ; and at the 
end of the month I have added an act of 
consecration to the Blessed N'\t^\i'^«:^1« 



viii To the Pious Reader, 

In obedience to the decrees of the Coun- 
cil of Trent and Pope Urban VIII., I wish 
it to be understood that the wonderful 
events here recorded, and not recognised 
as miracles by ecclesiastical authority, are 
merely related as historical facts ; and that 
the name of Saint, applied to such servants 
of God as are not duly canonised or declared 
Saints by the Church, is to be taken only 
as an honourable title. 

In conclusion, I again express the hope 
that this little work may contribute towards 
the greater glory of God, and the devotion 
to the ever Blessed Mother of Our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Introlruction, 

WHICH MAY BE USED AS A PREPARATORY EXERCISE ON 

THE E VE. 




[HE month of May is consecrated to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, by the 
unanimous voice of the faithful children 
of the Church all over the world. This 
practice is very appropriate. When we 
see Nature revive, we feel a fresh im- 
pulse to lift up our heart to the God of 
Nature. We do this through Mary. When 
the sweet month of May appears, we bid 
adieu to the chilly winter, and hail a more 
genial season. When Mary appeared, the 
barren winter of ignorance and sin was re- 
ceding, and the heart of man was filled with 
a new hope. In the month of May, Nature 
shows all the treasures of her b^^M^*"^ , ^tA 
is endowed with a fresh life. In "M.^t^ , ^^^ 
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is reflected in all the beauty of His holi- 
ness; through her we receive the source of 
life and grace, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
The supreme Pastors of the Church have, 
by their spiritual privileges, shown the 
complacency with which they looked upon 
this devotion, and have enriched with indul- 
gences the pious exercises of the month of 
May. Pope Pius VII. granted, by decree of 
2 1 st March 1 8 1 5, an indulgence of 300 days 
to all the faithful who, devoutly and with a 
contrite heart, either publicly or privately, 
perform some devotional practices in honour 
of the Mother of God during this month, 
which indulgence is to be gained once a 
day; and moreover, a plenary indulgence, 
on one day of the month, provided they ap- 
proach the sacraments of Penance and Holy 
Communion, and pray for the intention of 
his Holiness. By decree of 1 8 th June 1822, 
these indulgences were declared applicable 
to the suffering souls in purgatory. Finally, 
Pope Pius IX., 8th August 1859, graciously 
granted that the above-mentioned plenary 
indulgence may also be gained on the first 
day of June.* 

* Analect., vol. vi. col. iSS^. 
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The devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary- 
is truly Catholic, full of consolation, always 
fresh, and Mways real. Though we cannot, 
except by a miracle, see the glorious Queen 
of Heaven in this mortal life, we can never- 
theless communicate with her. She sees, 
she hears us; and we feel the beneficial 
effects of her maternal kindness. " We do 
not see Mary, just as a man does not see 
his friend who has travelled to the other 
side of the globe ; but she is a living, con- 
scious, sympathising, accessible being, with 
the qualities of a woman's heart in all their 
perfection, just as a friend at the antipodes 
is living, conscious, sympathising, and ac- 
cessible. And it is because our regards to 
her are thus, not historical, but living, that 
our language to her is thus warm, glow- 
ing, confident, and impulsive. It is not an 
extravagance of the imagination. It is not 
the unreality of a fanatic. It is the unpre- 
tending, genuine expression of a heart which 
loves her personally, with a tender love, 
which yearns for those gifts which she 
has it in her power to obtain through her 
prayers, and which has an inteii?»^ %^\\s.<^ 
of the ionour and love in 'w\i\e\i ^^ '^^ 
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held by Him who is the God and Saviour 
alike of her and of ourselves. 

" When a Christian, by the help of grace, 
desires the salvation of his soul, and asks 
the intercession of Mary, the love which 
necessarily springs up towards her, is in 
the strictest harmony with his allegiance to 
the Sovereign Father of all. The Blessed 
Virgin Mary is our friend, our best of 
friends, our nearest spiritual relation among 
all creatures, and therefore it is natural to 
us to betake ourselves to her repeatedly, 
with every possible variety of expression of 
affection and token of our regard." ^ 

Oh, what kind, what tender and compas- 
sionate friend do we find in Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus, and our Mother ! " 
Lady ! " exclaims St. Bonaventure, " when 
I behold thee, I see nothing but mercy : 
because for our sake thou hast become the 
Mother of God, and thine is the office of 
commiseration." Mary has two sons : God, 
and man. She is the Mother of God in 
reality ; our Mother in a spiritual, but also 
true sense. Whence St. Bernard exclaims : 
" Thou art the Mother of a King, the Mother 

* "iJambJer," New Series, vol. \i. \»ax\. w. 
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of an exile ! The Mother of God, the 
Mother of man ! " And St. Anselm : " 
blessed Hope ! safe Eefuge ! Mother of 
God, and our Mother ! " 

" I firmly believe," says St. Bonaventure, 
" that Jesus, speaking to St. John, also said 
to us : ' Behold your Mother ! ' And to 
her : ' Behold thy children ! ' Let us then 
stand with Mary, that we may win both the 
Son and the Mother ! " 

" Consider," continues the same author, 
" the clemency of the Most High, who gives 
us such a noble Help in our trials. Oh the 
wonderful mercy of God in our regard ! The 
Lord who has to pronounce our sentence 
becomes man ; and, moreover, He gives us 
His own Mother as a gracious Advocate ! I 
know not, Blessed Lady, how thy Son 
could refuse thee anything, since through 
thee He wishes us to obtain our eternal 
reward. Blessed is he, Mary, on whom 
thou castest thine eyes! truly blessed 
night, embellished with the brightness of 
such a Star ! " — {Stim, Amor, III) 

We find in Mary, amongst all pure 
creatures, the most perfect and most com- 
plete example of every virtue. Tl^kv^ \s> \i<^ 
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be understood of all virtues compatible with 
her state of innocence and sanctity. Trom- 
belli,^ having demonstrated that Mary pos- 
sessed all the infused virtues which do not 
suppose any guilt, says : " But what must 
we hold concerning those which involve 
or presuppose guilt? This, to wit, that 
they were infused into the soul of the 
Blessed Virgin only forasmuch as they were 
compatible with her innocence. Why, for 
instance, should the habit of penance have 
been infused into her soul, when she was 
not to be infected by any sin which she 
should have blotted out by penance ? " — 
{MaricB SS., Vita et gesta.) 

St. Bernard speaks on the same subject 
in the following terms : " Mary committed 
no offence, and penance was far from her 
most innocent heart." — {In Assumpt.) 

As regards us, this very innocence of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary shows us the necessity 
of the virtue of penance ; for it is either by 
the way of innocence or of penance that we 
must go to heaven. 

The devotion to the Immaculate Mother 
of Jesus belongs to all ages and to all 

* Canon, Regvl, Congr., KTienan.. SS. Salv., abb. gen. 
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climes. Speaking of England, the learned 
and eloquent Orsini says : " After having 
substituted on their standards the Cross for 
the white horse of Hengist, the Anglo- 
Saxons commenced to erect through every 
part of England chapels and hermitages in 
honour of the Queen of Angels, sometimes 
alone, sometimes associated with an apostle 
or a iQcal saint. Nothing could be more 
simple and rude than the greater number 
of those English chapels. Large trunks of 
trees taken from the neighbouring forests, 
and cemented with green turf-mould tem- 
pered with clay, composed the walls. At 
the end of this little structure an altar was 
erected, and on it was placed an image of 
the Blessed Virgin, in the costume of a Saxon 
lady. A belfry surmounted the thatched 
roof of the chapel." 

As to subsequent periods, we can point 
to the magnificent piles that have escaped 
the raging storm of destruction : they will 
testify to the faith and devotion of those 
who erected them. Weever, who was a Pro- 
testant, says that " many were the altars 
here in England consecrated to the Blessed 
Virofin MsLXjy more than to C\msX»\ ^Kfifi^xji^ 
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the pictures and statues, many the churches 
erected and dedicated to her." — {Fun, Mon, 
Introd, ^. 1 1 8.) 

Catholics still feel a thrill of emotion 
when they cross the threshold of those 
venerable monuments of ancient piety, when 
they pass through those aisles which once 
echoed with the praises of Jesus and Mary. 
Though the edifices be no longer in Catho- 
lic hands, they seem yet pervaded with the 
fragrant odour of past devotion and love for 
the Mother of God. Or, if the stones of the 
sanctuary have been scattered by a sacri- 
legious hand, yet the spot is hallowed by the 
pious steps and devout kisses of many a pil- 
grim of yore ; and a voice seems to resound, 
saying, as to Moses of old : " Put oflf the shoes 
from thy feet : for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground " {Exod, Hi.), 

Let us with a holy fervour and a good 
intention commence the devotions of the 
month of May. Let us attentively consider 
the virtues which Mary has practised, and 
endeavour to imitate so perfect a model, 
that we may become more pleasing to Jesus 
and to her. 

^^ Accompany us, Blessed Virgin Mary, 



Canticle of St. Bonaventure, 



on our journey ; free us from all dangers ; 
defend us against our enemies ; direct our 
feet in the way of peace; and after this 
our exile and pilgrimage, show unto us the 
Blessed Fruit of thy womb, Jesus ! " 

CANTICLE OF ST. BONAVENTURE. 



{Pmlter. BM. V) 

Benedicta sis, Domina 
mea, et Mater Dei Israel : 
qui per te visitavit et fecit 
redemptionem plebis suse. 



£t erexit nnicomu salu- 
tans castitatis tuse : in 
domo David pueri sui. 

Sicut locutas est per os 
Isaise : et aliorum sancto- 
rum prophetarum ejus. 

Salutem ex inimicis 
prsesta, Virginum Virgo : 
et de manu omnium qui 
nos oderunt pacem nobis 
tribue. 

£t fac misericordiam pro 
parentibus et nobis : ut 
memor sis testamenti Om- 
nipotentis Dei. 

Quod jnravit ad patres 
nostros : Abraham et sem- 
iai ejna in ssecula. 



Blessed be thou, my 
Lady, and Mother of the 
God of Israel : who through 
thee hath visited and 
wrought the redemption 
of his people. 

And hath raised up the 
matchless horn of thy 
salutary chastity: in the 
house of David his servant. 

As he spoke by the 
mouth of Isaias : and his 
other holy prophets. 

Procure us, Virgin of 
virgins, salvation from our 
enemies : and give us peace 
from the hand of all that 
hate us. 

And obtain mercy for 
our fathers and for us : as 
thou rememberest the co- 
venant of Almighty God. 

Which he swore to our 
f atheta \ \.o K?cst^«x^ w\.^ 
to "hia ae^^ lot «Nte^» 
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Sic sine timore de mann 
inimicorum nostrorum lib- 
erati : quiete serviemus illi. 

In sanctitate et justitia 
coram te : omnibus diebiis 
nostris. 

Et tu, Maria, propheta 
Dei vocaberis : quoniam 
novisti quod respexit hu- 
militatem ancillse suse. 



Per quam dedit scien- 
tiam salutis plebi ejus : in 
remissionem peccatorum. 

Per viscera multitudinis 
misericordise tuae : visita 
nos, Stella matutina, oriens 
ex alto. 

lUuminare tenebras se- 
dentium in umbra mortis : 
et eas luce dilcctissimi Filii 
tui digneris instillare. 



Miserere misericordiae 
Mater nobis miseris pecca- 
toribus : qui retroacta pec- 
cata poenitere negligimus, 
ac multa quotidie poeni- 
tenda committimus. 

Gloria Patri, ko. 



Thus, without fear, being 
delivered from the hand 
of our enemies : we shall 
serve him in rest 

In holiness and justice 
before thee : all our days. 

And thou, Mary, shalt 
be called the prophetess of 
the Most High : for thou 
knewest that he regarded 
the humility of his hand- 
maid. 

Through whom he gave 
the knowledge of salvation 
to his people : unto the 
remission of sins. 

Through the bowels of 
the multitude of thy 
mercy : visit us, Morning 
Star, beaming from on 
high. 

Enlighten the darkness 
of them that sit in the 
shadow of death : and gra- 
ciously infuse into them 
the light of thy most be- 
loved Son. 

Mother of mercy, have 
mercy on us, poor sinners : 
who neglect to repent of 
our past sins, and daily 
commit many faults for 
which we have to atone. 

Glory be, &c. 



( II ) 




JKag tst* 

ST. MARY'LE-BOW, CHEAPSIDE, LONDON. 

low Church must be ranked amongst 
the most ancient religious struc- 
tures dedicated to the Mother of God in 
the metropolis. Its foundation is lost in 
antiquity, and no record of it has been pre- 
served. There is an old tradition asserting 
that the spot where St. Mary-le-Bow now 
stands was occupied by a Roman temple. 
The first Bow Church seems to have been 
one of the earliest churches built by the 
conquerors of Harold, and it had the right 
of sanctuary. This sacred edifice was called 
" Ecclesia Beatoe Marice ad Arcu^" or, as we 
read on the seal, '^De ArcubuSy* whence the 
English " St. Mary-le-Bow." Stow says it 
was called " De ArcuhuSy' from its being 
built on arches, or having a crypt. And 
elsewhere he gives it as his opinion, that it 
took its name from certain a\,OTL'& ^^Ocl^'s*^ 
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supporting a lantern, on the top of the tower. 
The ancient seal of the church represents 
the tower with its lantern. 

A wonderful event occurred here in the 
year 1091. It is related by William of 
Malmesbury and- Roger of Hoveden, and is 
regarded as miraculous by many learned 
and pious authors. On the 1 7th of October 
a tempest of contending winds from the 
south-east destroyed more than 600 houses 
in London. Churches were heaped on 
dwellings, and walls on partitions. The 
storm carried off altogether the roof of the 
Church of St. Mary-le-Bow, and killed two 
men. Eafters and beams were whirled 
through the air, to the astonishment of such 
as saw it from a distance, and the alarm of 
those who stood nigh, lest they should be 
crushed by them. Six rafters, about twenty- 
seven feet long, were driven with such vio- 
lence into the ground, that scarcely four feet 
of them remained visible. It was strange to 
see how they had penetrated the solid surface 
of the public street, maintaining there the 
same position which they had occupied in 
the roof, until, on account of their incon- 
rewence to passengers, they were cut off 
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on a level with the ground as they could 
not be otherwise removed. 

In the year 1 270 a portion of the steeple 
fell, causing the death of several persons. 
In the reign of King Henry VI., the new 
steeple was completed. In 15 12 the top 
part was repaired. The church perished in 
the great fire of London in 1666, but was 
rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wren in 167 1. 
From the traces of the foundations, it ap- 
pears that the former building was of larger 
dimensions than the present one. The 
crypt and vaulted arches supporting the 
superstructure still remain in their primi- 
tive state, and are a fine specimen of Nor- 
man architecture. Gumppenberg, in his 
"Atlas Marianus," gives this church a place 
amongst the miraculous sanctuaries of Our 
Blessed Lady'; and it is also mentioned in 
Sivry's " Dictionary of Pilgrimages." "^^ 

Near the Church of St. Mary-le-Bow, in 
the middle of the road facing Wood Street, 
stood Cheapside Cross, one of the nine erected 
by Edward I. to mark the resting-places of 
the body of his beloved queen, Eleanor, on its 

• Dictionnaire des Pel^rinageset desWew.y.^'&^eK^Mvs^ 
les j>]i2jr cilhhiG8 do rnnivera, Migne, i^S9* 
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way from Lincoln to Westminster. The 
statue of the Mother of God was one of 
the chief ornaments of this structure. 
Here the Blessed Virgin Mary received 
many insults at the hands of the so- 
called reformers. We read as follows 
in the impressive description of Walter 
Thornbury: The Cross was rebuilt in 
1 44 1, and altered and beautified on the 
accession of Edward VI. The generations 

' came and went. The shaven priest who 
stopped to mutter a prayer to the half- 
defaced Virgin in her votive niche, gave 
place to his successor in the Geneva gown, 
and still the Cross stood. But in Eliza- 
beth's time, in their horror of image-wor- 
ship, the Puritans took great exception at 
" the idolatrous cross of Chepe." In the 
night of 2 1st June 1581 an attack was 
made on the images. The Blessed Virgin 
was " robbed • of her Son, and the arms 
broken by which she stayed Him on her 
knees, her whole body also haled by ropes 
and left ready to fall." In 1595 the image 
of Our Lady was repaired, and a new Infant 
laid in her arms. Soon afterwards, how- 

ever, an attempt was made to pull down 
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the woodwork and substitute a pyramid for 
the crucifix. And as the pagan gods seem 
to have had their temple in Cheapside before 
the erection of St. Mary-le-Bow, so now the 
goddess Diana superseded the Blessed Virgin 
in Cheapside Cross. By order of Elizabeth, 
Our Lady's statue was restored ; but twelve 
nights afterwards she was again attacked : 
her crown was plucked oflf, and almost her 
head, and she was stabbed in the breast, the 
Infant being also taken away. Cheapside 
Cross was finally pulled down in May 1643. 
— (Rogeri de Hov, Annal., Malmesb, lib. iv. ; 
& Old and New London.) 



MARY OUR EXAMPLE. 
I. 

The life of the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
a universal example for all Christians, what- 
ever their age, their circumstances, or their 
condition in life may be. Mary possessed 
all the virtues in the most eminent degree. 
Now, it is the practice of virtue which 
makes us great in the eyes of God, and 
gives us true satisfaction and le^^^ \i^Y5^"" 
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ness. Mary seems to address us with the 
words of the book of Proverbs : " Now 
therefore, ye children, hear me : blessed are 
they that keep my ways. Blessed is the 
man that heareth me." {Prov, viii,) If you 
feel within your heart a sincere desire of 
perfection, follow the advice of St. Bernard : 
" Behold Mary, think of Mary, invoke 
Mary." — {Sup, Miss.) 



II. 

" Be ye followers of me, as I also am 
of Christ." (i Cor, xi,) Bf imitating Mary, 
we imitate Jesus, the King, and perfect 
model of all virtues. " We are all called 
to perfection. Now, if we propose to our 
imitation the unattainable example of a 
God made man, we might perhaps feel 
disheartened, and become discouraged. But 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, being a mere 
creature, is a model more proportioned to 
our human frailty, and shows us virtue at 
a shorter distance from us. If our eyes are 
too weak to gaze upon the sun, let us behold 
Mary, the silvery moon, who reflects the 
Divine light of the Sun of justice, Jesus 
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Christ. " Through thee we go to thy Son, 
O Mother of grace, Mother of life, Mother 
of salvation ! "-r-iBem., Be adv. Dom,) 

III. 

"Draw me: we will run after thee to 
the odour of thy ointments." {Cant, i.) It 
is not enough for us to admire the life 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and to con- 
sider her virtues. An object is properly 
called a model only inasmuch as it is 
proposed to our imitation. If we wish 
to derive some spiritual benefit from the 
consideration of Mary's life, let us begin 
to walk in her footsteps. If we be truly 
animated with love for the Mother of 
God, it is but right that we should form 
our inclinations after hers. It is from the 
conformity of afiFections that the union of 
hearts arises. There is no true friend- 
ship where there is no resemblance of 
manners. If the task appears arduous, let 
us remember that Mary is ready to assist 
us with true maternal kindness. 

Conduaion. — You must not only Ioy^ 
and honour the Blessed Yirgm "iJLarj ^ ^2s^^ 
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implore her aid; but if you wish to be 
her true child, you must in good earnest 
begin to imitate her. To this end, place 
your hope and confidence in her, for she 
is your Mother. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

Draw me after thee, Mary, for I am 
burdened with the weight of my infirmities 
and my sins ! Draw me after thee, for 
the pleasures of the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the deceit of my enemies 
impede my progress. Draw me, that I 
may more speedily arrive at that perfec- 
tion to which thy Divine Son calls me, 
and which I hope to attain by thy power- 
ful aid and kind intercession. 



HOW THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CON- 
CEPTION WAS FIKST INTRODUCED INTO 
ENGLAND. 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is not a newly-in- 
vented article of faith, but has been 
handed down to us by a venerable tradi- 
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tion. In the Greek Church a feast in 
honour of this mystery was celebrated as 
early as the seventh century. And it 
appears that it was introduced into Spain 
about the same time, namely, in the days 
of St. Ildefonse, who departed this life in 
66j, It is believed that this festival 
began to be celebrated in England towards 
the end of the eleventh century, and 
that the honour of introducing it amongst 
us is due to St. Anselm. This holy Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury wrote a letter on 
the subject, addressed to his brethren in 
the Episcopate, and to all devout clients 
of Mary, in which, to induce them to 
celebrate this feast, he relates the vision 
of Ailsius or Eylsinus, Abbot of Eamsey, 
in Huntingdonshire. This Eylsinus, says 
Dugdale, "was made abbot in 1080, and 
governed the monastery eight years." The 
occurrence took place under the following 
circumstances. 

Eylsinus went on a sea voyage, to trans- 
act some business on behalf of the king. 
Wind and weather were favourable at first ; 
but when they had performed part of 
their journey, a great stoim. ^xo^^^ ^^^ *^^ 
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unfortunate travellers found themselves in 
the most imminent danger. Knowing it 
would be vain to look for human aid, they 
addressed themselves to God, and had re- 
course to Him in prayer. Whilst they were 
fervently imploring the assistance of the 
Almighty, St. Nicolas, Bishop of Myra 
(others say an Angel), suddenly appeared. 
He was seen by all on board, and spoke 
thus to Eylsinus : " If you will escape death, 
promise the Blessed Virgin Mary to cele- 
brate with devotion every year the feast of 
her Immaculate Conception, and to preach 
this mystery to the Christian people." The 
saintly abbot made the desired promise; 
and no sooner had the words of the vow 
fallen from his lips, than the storm ceased 
and the sea became calm. The remainder of 
the journey was prosperous ; and Eylsinus, 
having with liis companions safely landed 
on the English shore, hastened to St. 
Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
faithfully related what had occurred. The 
saint thereupon ordered this feast of Our 
Blessed Lady to be observed in his diocese, 
and also persuaded the other bishops of 
•England to follow his example, writing to 
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them in the following terms : " I do not 
believe that any one who declines to cele- 
brate the feast of Mary's Conception can be 
called her devout client." 

In this manner the feast was intro- 
duced into many dioceses and provinces of 
England, and was afterwards extended to 
the whole Catholic Church. — {Ferraris^ 
Suguet, & Dugdale's Man) 
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• JKag 2nlr. 

OUR LADY OF THE PIEW, WESTMINSTER, 




EEVEE places tlie chapel of Our Lady 
of the Piew " near unto the chapel 
of St. Stephen." The latter, which served 
for the Lower House of Parliament in West- 
minster Palace, was destroyed by fire in the 
year 1834. The crypt, however, is still 
extant, whilst the site of the chapel itself is 
occupied by St. Stephen's Hall. Between 
this spot and Westminster Hall stood for- 
merly another smaller chapel, called " Our 
Lady of the Piew " (also spelled " Pewe *'). 
Its site is, at the present day, covered by the 
House of Lords and the Peers' Court. The 
first foundation of this chapel is unknown. 
It is also very uncertain whence the 
appellation " Piew " is derived. The word is 
said to come from " puit," " puteus," a well ; 
and the chapel is believed to owe its name 
to the "pm\^ " hard by, one o£ \f\i\di "was in 
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the Speaker's courtyard, another near the 
river at the east end of New Palace Yard 
where the Star Chamber stood, and a third 
in the south cloister of St. Stephen's 
chapel. 

This sanctuary of Our Blessed Lady must 
have been held in great estimation, since we 
read of many noble and even royal person- 
ages who made their offerings to the Mother 
of God here. Amongst them, king Eichard 
II., on the occasion of the overthrow of Wat 
Tyler and other rebels, in the fourth year of 
his reign, came to this chapel to implore the 
assistance of the Blessed Virgin Mary ; and 
after his success in Smithfield he returned to 
make his oflferings here, and to pay a tribute 
of gratitude to the Mother of God. 

On the 17th of February 1452, through 
the negligence of a scholar, who forgot to 
put out the lights, a fire broke out in the 
chapel. The image of Our Blessed Lady, 
richly decked with jewels, precious stones, 
pearls, and rings, " more," as we read in the 
manuscript quoted by Weever, "than any 
jeweller could estimate," was with all the 
apparel and ornaments belonging to it, and 
also the chapel itself, reduced lo ^.^'^^^ "^"^X* 
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the edifice soon rose up from its ruins ; for 
it was rebuilt by Anthony Wideville (Earl 
Eivers), uncle and governor to the Prince of 
Wales, who should have been king Edward 
V. This noble and pious servant of Mary 
was unjustly beheaded at Pontefract, by the 
Lord Protector, in the year 1483. He be- 
queathed his heart to be buried before Our 
Lady's altar in this chapel ; but it does not 
seem probable that his desire was complied 
with. In his directions, he says, that, " if 
he died beyond Trent, his body should be 
buried before Our Lady of Pewe, beside St. 
Stephen's college at Westminster ; otherwise, 
his heart to be taken and buried there." At 
the end of his will, immediately after the 
names of the witnesses, we meet with this 
affecting and significant passage : " My will 
is now to be buried before an image of Our 
Blessed Lady Maiy, with my Lord Eichard 
in Pomfrete." It is plain, remarks Lingard, 
that this addition was made by him after 
he had received notice of his approaching 
execution, and shows that Lord Eichard 
Grey had already been put to death, and 
was interred at Pontefract. 

The image of Our Lady of the Piew was 
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taken down in October 154S, by order 
of Henry VIII.*— (Jreet;er, E, Walford, ^ 
Lingard,) 



Mary's faith. 



I. 

Our first mother, Eve, has done us a great 
deal of harm by her doubt. When the 
serpent asked her : " Why hath God com- 
manded you that you should not eat of 
every tree of paradise ? " she answered : 
" Of the fruit of the trees that are in paradise 
we do eat. But of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of paradise, God hath 
commanded us that we should not eat, and 
that we should not touch it, lest perhaps we 
die." Oh, what lamentable blindness to 
doubt, or to disbelieve, when the Lord had 
said : " In what day soever thou shalt eat 
of it, thou shalt die the death I " And when 
the serpent replied : " No, you shall not die, 
. • . your eyes shall be opened; and you 
shall be as gods," Eve believed the devil 
instead of God. You say you do not be- 

♦ See Rev. T. E. Bridgett, Ovuc Ladf ^ ^^^^rj. 
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lieve the devil, nor the world : does not your 
life disprove your words ? 



II. 

" And blessed art thou that hast believed " 
{Luke i.). When the Blessed Virgin Mary 
understood that God had spoken to her 
through the mouth of the Angel, she firmly 
believed that whatever had been told her 
would most certainly be accomplished. She 
did not ask for a miracle like Ezechias, who 
said to Isaias : " What shall be the sign 
that the Lord will heal me ? " And accord- 
ing to his desire, the shadow was brought 
ten degrees backwards by the lines by which 
it had already gone down in the dial of 
Achaz. (4 Kings xx,) Nor did she say like 
Zachary : " Whereby shall I know this ? " 
(jAike i), blessed faith of Mary, which 
repaired the harm done to us by Eve's 
incredulity ! " When Mary consented to 
the Incarnation of the Word," says St. 
Augustine, " she opened heaven to man by 
her faith." Mary! obtain for us an 
increase of faith, that we may participate 
m its abundant blessings ! 
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III. 

The life of the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
a continual practice of faith. She saw her 
Son laid on a little straw in the stable of 
Bethlehem, and she firmly believed Him to 
be the Creator of the world. She saw Him 
hiding Himself from the fury of Herod, and 
she acknowledged in Him the King of kings. 
She saw Him in poverty, and faith made her 
behold in Him the Master of the universe. 
Finally, she saw Him dying upon the cross, 
despised and forsaken ; even the faith of the 
disciples .seemed to be shaken: but Mary, 
standing at the foot of the cross, believed as 
firmly as ever. Whence Bartholomew Tri- 
dentinus ^ and several other authors, speak- 
ing of Mary's faith, give it as their opinion 
that she is represented by the candle 
which occupies the top of the triangular 
candlestick at the Tenebrse. The candles 
that are extinguished, they say, represent the 
disciples who fled away, or hid themselves ; 
but the candle which remains lighted is a 
symbol of the Blessed Virgin Mary on ac- 
count of her eminent faith. 

* Vitse et actus SS. per anni circviluin. AA. ?»Ja» ^asva- 
txan, cap. $$, 
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Concltbsion, — You must not imitate Eve, 
tut Mary. Faith must guide your afiTec- 
tions, your actions, your whole life. You 
must follow that heavenly light during your 
exile ; it will lead you to the happy home, 
where you shall see face to face. 



ASPIRATIONS. 

I prostrate myself at thy feet with con- 
fusion, Blessed Virgin Mary ! I have 
faith, but I find in myself so few of the 
wonderful efifects which should result from 
this heavenly gift. true Dial of Achaz, 
thou who didst live by faith, obtain for me 
an increase of faith ! I also humbly implore 
thee to intercede for all infidels, heretics, 
and for the poor sinners who have lost the 
treasure of faith. May thy Divine Son 
mercifully open their eyes, and place them 
on the true way to life everlasting ! 
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WONDERFUL PRESENTS GIVEN BY THE MOTHER 
OF GOD TO ST. THOMAS.* 

St. Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was bom in London, December 2 1 st, 1117. 
Maud, his mother, being herself very pious, 
taught her son from his infancy to fear 
God, and inspired him with a tender devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. This devotion 
seemed to grow up with him ; and numerous 
were his practices of piety in honour of Our 
Lady. 

Amongst these, Bede Seeauer •(• mentions 
that during the novena preceding Mary's 
Nativity, he constantly wore a hair-shirt 
which the Blessed Virgin Mary herself had 
given him. 

Here must be recorded two extraordinary 
occurrences of St. Thomas's life, mentioned 
by several authors: and though they are 

* For the proper intelligence of these and similar 
visions, such as that of St. Simon Stock receiving the 
scapular, it is not necessary to imagine that material 
objects were handed down to the saints from heaven. It 
would be sufficient to say that things which previously 
belonged to or were known to the saints, were now indi- 
cated to them as signs or tokens of the divine disposition, 
or of a special protection. 

t 0. S. B. Ex Jtfonasterio Salisburgeii, i?>>i\\ Q,«viJuo5i« 
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wonderful, and to some might appear in- 
credible, they ought not therefore to be 
omitted. The first is related, amongst 
others, by Hippolytus Marraccius ; ^ the 
second by Weever, who says : " I will tell 
you a tale, believe it as you list, reported by 
the said Thomas Becket himself." 

The first illustrates how Mary protected 
the saint's chastity. 

When St. Thomas was yet very young, he 
consecrated his chastity by a vow to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. He grew up in the 
midst of his companions, like a lily amongst 
thorns. These dissipated young men often 
spoke before him of profane and worldly 
things, and frequently boasted of the pre- 
sents they had received from persons of the 
other sex to whom they were attached. 
One day as they were talking in the same 
manner, Sir Thomas said : " It is but little 
what you glory in; I have obtained from 
the one I love a present, the like of which 
you have never seen." The saint attached 
a spiritual meaning to his words; but his 
companions, who understood them in their 
literal sense, insisted upon his showing them 

* Ex. Congr, cleric, regul, Matris Dei, 17th century. 
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the supposed jewel, and on his refusal, 
wanted to take it forcibly from him. St. 
Thomas fled into a neighbouring church 
and began to pray, beseeching Our Lady to 
forgive him his presumption. The Mother 
of God appeared to him, and comforted him, 
saying : " Fear not, for amongst thy com- 
panions thou shalt enjoy my special pro- 
tection." She then gave him a small and 
beautiful pyx. His companions one day 
succeeded in getting hold of this wonderful 
treasure ; they opened the pyx, and found in 
it a fine, rich chasuble of exquisite work- 
manship. The fact transpired, and came to 
the ears of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
who thereupon let him study for the priest- 
hood. 

The second occurrence happened when 
the holy man was in exile in France. Being 
in prayer one night in the church of St. 
Columb at Sens, he asked the Queen of 
Heaven to obtain for the king of England 
and his successors a great love for holy 
Church. The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared 
to him, and gave him a small golden eagle 
full of precious ointment, enclosed in a stone 
urn. She commanded him to kee^ \\i ^^^^^^ 
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fully, assuring him that the king of England 
who should first be anointed therewith, 
would be a strong champion of the faith^ 
and that the princes of his race would be 
her devout clients.* This wonderful oint- 
ment remained hidden for a long time in 
the church of St. Gregory at Poitiers, and 
was found by revelation in the twenty-first 
year of Eichard II., predecessor of king 
Henry IV., who was anointed with it by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

St Thomas died a martyr for the faith in 
1 1 70, and recommended himself to the 
Mother of God at his last hour. — {Butler^ 
Weever, Summa Aurea, torn, x., & Magn. 
spectU. exemplorum,) 

* Orsini, Third Epoch. 
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MUSWELL HILL, MIDDLESEX. 

|N" this beautiful and picturesque emi- 
nence, now a favourite popular 
resort, stood in ancient times a chapel, 
bearing the title of "Our Lady of Mus- 
well," — "in whose stead," says Weever, 
"Alderman Eoe erected a fair house." The 
locality takes its name from a well and a 
lull: for there is on the hill a spring of 
fair water, " which is now," adds the same 
author, " within the compass of Sir Nicholas 
Eoe's cellar, in the said house." 

The various accounts given by old 
writers concerning this once famous place 
all agree in substance, the difference being 
only in minor details. The following is 
the description of its foundation and pro- 
gress, as we find it in the "Encyclopaedia 
Londinensis." "^ 

Muswell Hill is a village in Middlesex, 

* Vol. xvi., 1819 
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five miles and a half north of the metro- 
polis. It derives its ijame from a famous 
fountain or well on the hill, where formerly 
the fraternity of St. John of Jerusalem in 
Clerkenwell had their dairy, with a large 
farm adjacent. Here they built a chapel 
for the spiritual benefit of some nuns who 
had the care of the dairy, and in the chapel 
they placed the image of Our Lady of 
Muswell. The rumour spread amongst the 
people that by the water of the spring, 
near which the chapel was erected, mira- 
culous cures were wrought; and for this 
reason it was much resorted to by pilgrims. 
The concourse greatly increased in conse- 
quence of the miracle wrought by the 
water of Our Lady's well upon a king of 
Scotland. This monarch, as tradition says, 
was, in a severe and strange illness, advised 
by Divine intelligence to have recourse to 
a holy well in England, called " Muswell," 
or " Mousewell." After a long search the 
well was found. The king made a pilgrim- 
age hither, and was perfectly cured. 

Norden, who wrote in the days of queen 
Elizabeth, says he does not deny the cure ; 
tor we also read of Naaman the leper, that 
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he was cleansed by washing himself seven 
times in the Jordan; and of the Pool of 
Bethsaida the Gospel relates, that " he that 
went down first into the pond, after the 
motion of the water, was made whole of what- 
soever infirmity he lay under " {John t?.). 

The chapel of " Our Ladye of Muswell " 
was erected in the year i n 2, onlands granted 
to the prior and canons of Clerkenwell, by 
Kichard de Beauvois, Bishop of London. 

We find in the "Valor Ecclesiasticus " 
that, at the time of the Eeformation, the 
yearly offerings to Our Lady of Muswell 
amounted to " two pounds and one penny ; " 
a considerable sum at that period. 

The chapel exists no longer, and the con- 
ventual estate has, after the suppression of 
monasteries, been held by different families 
Tinder a grant from the crown. The well, 
which remained until very lately, has now 
been destroyed by the making of a new road. 
Some of the thorn-bushes which surrounded 
it, may still be seen."^^ — ( JVcever, Dugdale's 

* The spot is a little east of the Finchley entrance, 
without the present boundary of the Alexandra Park, 
on the higher road, almost opposite the circus. A little 
lower down to the north-west was Alderman's Boe's 
house. 
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Mon,, Curiosities of Chreat Britain^ & EncycL^ 
Zondinen.) 



mart's humility. 



I. 



" Behold the handmaid of the Lord." 
These words of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
are full of the most profound humility. 
Mary was humble during her whole life, but 
her humility appears more especially in the 
Annunciation. The angel salutes her " full 
of grace/* he brings her a message from God 
Himself. And Mary, at the sight of the 
ineffable dignity conferred upon her, calls 
herself " the handmaid of the Lord," and 
consequently unworthy to be His Mother. 
It is not difficult to be humble in abjection 
and contempt; but humility in the midst 
of honours is rare and admirable. How 
many become proud in prosperity! How 
many are inflated by the gifts and graces 
of God ! Instead of humbling themselves 
with Mary, they imitate the pride of Lucifer. 
Following him in his sin they also follow 
liim in bis fall 
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11. 

" He hath regarded the humility of His 
handmaid." Oh how precious must this 
virtue be in the eyes of God, since it draws 
so many favours and graces down from 
heaven ! " The Lord is high, and looketh 
on the low : and the high He knoweth afar 
off" (Ps. cxxxvii.), Mary glorifies the Lord, 
because His infinite majesty has deigned to 
look down upon her, and to make her the 
Mother of God. St. Leo remarks that 
Mary conceived Jesus in her soul before 
becoming His Mother according to nature. 
Do you desire to conceive Jesus in your 
heart ? Humble yourself : the God of the 
humble will never condescend to enter into 
a proud heart. " God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble " (James iv.). 
Let your humility be the sign and the test 
of your progress in the way of perfection. 

III. 

Mary's humility is not only noticeable 
in her words, but also in her actions. In 
word, she declares herseK to be the hand- 
maid of the Lord : in action, ^\i<& ^\iXsm^ 
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herself to the. law of Purification, like an 
ordinary woman. Oh how great is the blind- 
ness of pride ! Mary, who is without sin, 
humbles herself; and we, vile, wretched 
sinners, we are proud ! " Imitate Mary's 
humility, if you cannot imitate her virgin- 
ity ; virginity is praiseworthy, but humility 
is necessary; the one is a counsel, the 
other a precept." {Bern, Super, Miss) You 
must never cease to humble yourself. If 
you are truly inflamed with love for this 
sublime virtue, you wiU daily find many 
opportunities of practising it. 

Conclusion. — You flatter yourself with the 
hope of having attained some degree of 
perfection; have you dug deep enough in 
the ground by humiUty, for the foundations 
of so sublime an edifice ? Without this 
precaution the spiritual structure will soon 
crumble down. Imitate Mary's humility 
if, like her, you wish to be filled with the 
grace of the Most High. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

O Blessed Virgin Mary, perfect model of 
Jbamility, bow often have I, by my pride, 
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made myself unworthy to te called thy 
child ! When I see thee so highly favoured 
by God, and at the same time so full of 
humility, my pride makes me hlush. I now 
humble myself at thy feet, Blessed Mother 
of God ; obtain for me from thy Divine Son 
the indispensable virtue of humility, that 
being empty of self, I may be less unworthy 
of God's grace. 

PUNISHMENT OF VANITY. 

God is the Supreme Master of all things. 
He often manifests His almighty power by 
producing the most wonderful and astound- 
ing efiects, with the aid of mean and little 
instruments. Amongst the numerous facts 
illustrating this truth, we may mention the 
miracles wrought through the statues of the 
. Blessed Virgin Mary. Some of them are 
made by artists of very inferior skill ; they 
are not great works of art, yet God some- 
times shows in them and through them His 
power and goodness, as a remuneration of 
the faith and confidence of the people, and 
a fresh inducement to piety and devotion. 

There once lived in the city of Winchester 
a lady of great beauty an^i (io\i^\^^'»ii3^^ 



40 The Pilgrim's May- Wreath, 

wealth. But she was vain and proud, and 
endeavoured to enhance the gifts of nature 
hy artificial means which her vanity sug- 
gested. It was her custom never to go 
out, especially to church, without before- 
hand spending a long time in dressing and 
adorning herself. It happened that on a 
certain feast of Our Blessed Lady she was 
diligently engaged in her wonted prepara- 
tions, and with great admiration beheld the 
result of her labours in a looking-glass. 
She was not a little pleased with herself, 
and addressed her attendant, saying : " What 
do you think of my personal appearance ? " 
The maid, fashioning her answer on her 
mistress's taste, replied : " Lady, methinks 
thou art as beautiful as the Mother of God." 
Thereupon they went together to church, 
but scarcely had they come within sight of 
Our Lady's altar, when the bystanders were 
struck with horror. They all knew the 
lady by her dress, but her face was so dis- 
figured by leprosy that her features could 
no longer be recognised. She saluted her 
friends and acquaintances in the usual 
manner, but they, far from returning the 
greeting, turned away their eyes in disgust. 
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At length, not knowing how to explain this 
strange behaviour, she asked her attendant : 
" Why do the people shrink from me ? why- 
do they turn away from me horrified?" 
" Lady ! " was the reply, " thy appearance 
is now very dififerent from what it used to 
be." Having heard the account of what 
had occurred, the lady became contrite and 
penitent. She began to pray and to weep 
before the image of the Mother of God, and 
implored forgiveness. Whereupon this most 
clement Virgin also cleansed her of her 
leprosy, and made her beautiful as before. 
Her heart, moreover, was changed ; she was 
no longer proud and vain, but became a 
humble and devout client of Our Lady. 

Gononus says he read this miracle in an 
old manuscript, — (Summa aurea, torn, xii.) 
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WILSDON OR WILLESDEN, MIDDLESEX. 

I HE ancient village of Wilsdon, near 
London, now known to the greatest 
number of people only by its important 
railway station, " Willesden Junction," was 
in Catholic times a favourite resort for 
pious pilgrims. In Saxon it is called 
" Willesdune," or " Wellesdune," and is 
about five miles distant from Tyburn 
turnpike."* King Athelstan either gave, 
or confirmed, to the church of St. Paul 
in London, ten "manses" or pieces of 
land at " Neasdune," with the Manor of 
Willesdune, which was a parcel of the 
ancient property of that church, and con- 
tained fifteen hides of land. It was appro- 
priated for the purpose of furnishing pro- 
visions for the refectory. The parish church 
of Wilsdon, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 

* Tyburn road is the old name of Oxford Street ; the 
gallows ia supposed to have stood near the Marble Arch. 
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Mary, was erected in the early part of the 
fourteenth century. At the west end is a 
square tower, rugged through age, and an 
interesting air of antiquity prevails over 
the whole structure. A row of circular 
pillars divides the nave from the south 
aisle. The north aisle is a modern addi- 
tion, the interior having until lately con- 
sisted only of a chancel, nave, and south 
aisle. Pilgrims from various parts were for- 
merly attracted to this spot by an image of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, which was held 
in great veneration, and through which nu- 
merous miracles were wrought. The statue 
is believed to have stood in the south aisle, 
this being the only one. Otherwise the 
image and altar of the Mother of God 
were usually placed on the north side, that 
is, on the right hand of the high altar, 
according to the words of the psalm : 
** The queen stood on thy right hand " {Ps. 
xliv). The exceptions may be reduced to 
the cathedrals and other large churches 
where the Lady chapel was at the east 
end; or churches where the south aisle 
was especially dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, 
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The rectory of Wilsdon has been from 
time immemorial appropriated to the dean 
and chapter of St. Paurs. In the year 
1 2 T 7 it was granted by the patrons to the 
archdeacon for life, on the understanding 
that he should pay ten marks every year. 
In the records of St. Paul's we find, 
amongst other donations, that John de la 
Dune, son of William de Hulm, of Harleston, 
gave a piece of land, six perches in length 
and one in breadth, to the church of St. 
Mary, Wilsdon. Thomas de Blic, of Neas- 
don, gave half an acre. William Barber 
gave a rent charge of six shillings and 
eightpence, for a light in the church and 
for masses. An inventory of the goods 
and ornaments belonging to Wilsdon 
church, in the year 1251, mentions, amongst 
other objects, a scarlet banner with a 
figure of the Blessed Virgin Mary of cloth 
of gold, the gift of eT., the vicar ; and two 
large images of the Mother of God. 

The sanctuary of Our Lady of Wilsdon 

was held in great repute until the time 

of the Eeformation, when in September 

1538, the thirtieth year of Henry VIII., by 

special motion of Cromwell, all the not- 
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able images to which frequent pilgrimages 
or ofiferings used to be made were brought 
to Chelsea and publicly burnt. Amongst 
them was the venerable statue of Our Lady 
of Wilsdon. The jewels and rich offerings 
belonging to the image and church were 
put in the king's treasury. — (Z>. Lysons, 
Weever, & Beaidies of Engl, and Wales,) 

Mary's dhjgbnce and fervour in the 
SERVICE OF God. 

I. 

"Mary rising up in those days, went 
into the mountainous country with haste" 
{Luke i). When God speaks to your heart, you 
must with great diligence follow His divine 
inspirations. Mary went with haste, as St. 
Ambrose explains, " because she was filled 
with spiritual joy, and with the Holy 
Ghost." What causes you to be so slow in 
the ways of the Lord ? Perhaps His Holy 
Spirit does not animate you. Learn from 
the Blessed Virgin Mary that good resolu- 
tions must be diligently kept; that you 
must with great zeal put into practice what 
you have 'pMrposed for the gloxy oi G^c^^^sA 
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tlie good of your soul, and look upon it 
as a sacred duty. You must, like Mary, go 
into the mountainous country with haste, 
since you are called to the sublimity of 
perfection. The road is steep and rugged, 
and the task arduous : without diligence and 
fervour you cannot make much progress. 



n. 

When Jesus was twelve yeara old, He 
went with Mary, His Mother, and St. Joseph 
to Jerusalem. And when they returned, the 
child Jesus remained in Jerusalem, and His 
parents knew it not. " They came a day's 
journey and sought Him . . . and not finding 
Him, they returned into Jerusalem, seeking 
Him.** Mary had no sooner perceived the 
absence of Jesus than she immediately went 
in search of Him with, the greatest diligence. 
Jesus withdraws Himself from the sinner, 
and the sinner does not feel his loss. Oh 
what deplorable blindness ! Have you had 
the misfortune of losing Jesus, arise, and seek 
Him diligently. Like the Blessed Virgin 
Mary you must take no rest untU you have 
iovmA Him again. 
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III. 

It was not through Mary's fault that 
she had lost Jesus ; nevertheless, she im- 
mediately left all in order to find Him. 
Jesus withdraws Himself for a time from 
souls who love Him, either on account of 
their negligence in His service, which 
caused the spiritual friendship to cool ; or 
to try their virtue and increase their merit. 
Has He in this manner withdrawn Himself 
from you ? Might it not appear from your 
mode of seeking Him, from your tepidity 
and indifiference, that you do not care 
about regaining His favour ? Consider the 
example of Mary, and say with the spouse of 
the Canticle : " I sought Him whom my soul 
loveth : I sought Him, and found Him not. 
I will rise, and will go about the city. . . * 
I will seek Him whom my soul loveth" 
(Cant. Hi). 

Concltmon, — But too long you have been 

remiss in the service of God; you must 

begin, from henceforth, to serve Him with 

great zeal and fervour. You say you are 

, fiar behind yet in the way of perfection^ ^q»n5l 
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complain of aridity; seek the Lord with 
diligence, and be ever animated with a holy 
zeal. 



ASPIRATIONS. 

Blessed Virgin Mary, my sonl is filled 
with admiration at the sight of thy fervour 
in the service of God ! Kindle the same 
flame in my poor heart ! If ever I have the 
misfortune of losiag Jesus, let me have no 
rest until I find Him back again; for I 
desire to live in close union with Him, as 
in His sweet company and in thine, O 
Blessed Mother, I also hope to die. 

CORRECTION OF A DOCTOR WHO INTENDED 
TO SPEAK AGAINST MARY'S IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION. 

All the graces and privileges of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary without exception 
must be dear to her devout children ; but 
we must have a special veneration for her 
Immaculate Conception, which is one of her 
greatest prerogatives. The Mother of God 
baa often shown that this singular privilege 
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is especially dear to her ; and she has, as 
pious historians tell us, granted many favours 
to those who were devout to this mystery. 
She has also often shown herself displeased 
with those who presumed to speak against 
it. Among the many illustrations of this 
truth, is the following occurrence related 
by Bemardine de Busto.* 

There lived in a certain English town 
a learned professor and doctor of divinity 
named Alexander. This famous man 
invited a great number of masters from 
various colleges, together with other men 
weU known for their learning, to a solemn 
discussion about Our Lady's Immaculate 
Conception. At that time this prerogative 
of Mary had not yet been declared an 
article of our holy faith, and was conse- 
quently open to controversy. The opinions 
of scholastics varied on the subject, and 
in fact it was a question frequently moved 
in the schools. Alexander had chosen his 
own part in the debate, which was to dis- 
prove, with various arguments, the Imma- 
culate Conception of the Mother of God. 
His intention was to cause, at least to some 

• 0. S. F., bom in the Mteentli ceitor^. 
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extent, the abrogation of this feast of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, which at that time 
began to be celebrated all over England. 
During the night preceding the day 
appointed for the discussion, the learned 
doctor having retired to rest could not 
sleep, but was visited with such sufiferings 
and torments that he saw therein the finger 
of God. He came to the conclusion that 
the Lord was displeased with him, and 
punished him for his temerity in resolving 
to speak against this privilege of Mary. 
As he reflected upon this warning from 
Heaven, his heart was filled with sorrow 
and repentance. He changed his mind, 
asked pardon of the Mother of God, pro- 
mised to extol her prerogatives, aud to 
celebrate, like other devout and learned 
men, the feast of her Immaculate Concep- 
tion. His sufiferings thereupon suddenly 
ceased. He spent the remainder of the 
night in preparing a beautiful discourse, 
in which he retracted his error, and expa- 
tiated on the virtues, prerogatives, and 
praises of Mary. The time for the debate 
having arrived, he preached, to the great 
astoniabment of all present, this eloc[uent 
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sermon, beginning with the words of 
Genesis, " Fiat lux," — " be light made." He 
confuted his opponents, and received the 
applause and congratulations of all his 
hearers, in whose heart he had kindled a 
more fervent love for Mary, and a greater 
devotion to her Immaculate Conception. — 
(Summa aurea, torn, xii,, Bern, de Bust serm. 
7 de Cone,) 
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ilEag Stfr. 

ABINGDON ABBEY, BERKSHIRE, 

INGIST, the first Saxon monarch of 
Kent, treacherously slew about four 
hundred and sixty barons and nobles, 
in the neighbourhood of Stanehengest, to- 
wards the beginning of the fifth century. 
Aben, the son of one of the murdered noble- 
men, narrowly escaped, and fearing lest if 
he were discovered he would also be put to 
death, hid himself in a wood, where he 
remained for a considerable time, having 
nothing to eat but roots and herbs. As 
there was no water in the neighbourhood, 
Aben had recourse to God in prayer; and 
this merciful Father, who does not wish 
any of His creatures to perish, gave him a 
miraculous source, which flows even to the 
present day. The man's sanctity was noised 
abroad, and as the people came to him he 
exhorted them, with great spiritual profit, 
to the love at God. Tlaeieupon they built 
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a cell for him, with a chapel in honour of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. But the holy 
man, wishing to live for God alone in soli- 
tude and retirement, secretly departed and 
went to Ireland, where he died in great 
reputation of sanctity. The hill where he 
had lived was called after him, " Abendon." 

Cyssa, viceroy of Centwyn king of the 
West-Saxons, had a nephew called Hean, 
who, having heard in a sermon that " it is 
easier for a camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt ocix,\ 
resolved to embrace evangelical poverty, 
and obtained from his uncle the place 
where Aben had lived. 

Here Hean began to build a monastery 
in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary ; but 
the works did not advance, for whatever 
was built up one day fell down again the 
next. . This having frequently occurred, a 
certain hermit came to him, and said : " O 
Father Hean, I saw in a vision some men 
with a vehicle, taking away timber and 
stones from this place. I addressed them 
as follows : * You act wrongly, taking away 
from hence materials tiia\i \i%.N^ \i^^\3L 
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collected to the honour of God and His 
glorious Mother/ One of them replied: 
*We know this well; go thou in the 
morning and tell Hean it is not pleasing 
to Grod that the church be built here : he 
must go to Sheovesham, and he shall find 
a sign where the edifice is to be con- 
structed.' " Hean with the hermit hastened 
to the spot, where they found near the 
Thames the foumdation marked out by a 
trench newly ploughed, and there the church 
in honour of Our Blessed Lady was built, 
together with a monastery for twelve Bene- 
dictine monks. It is said that the name 
of Sheovesham was then, in consequence of 
the removal from the former place, changed 
into that of Abingdon. 

St. Edward the martyr, and St. Dunstan, 
ordained that it should be lawful for the 
people to make pilgrimages to the church 
of Our Lady of Abingdon.* The same 
devout servant of Mary, St. Dunstan, con- 
secrated Our Lady's altar here, assisted by 
St. Athelwald. 

Having flourished for nearly two cen- 
turies, the abbey was destroyed by the 

* See the '' Month," voL iL n. iz. 
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Danes in the reign of Alfred, who, to 
complete the ruin of the monks, took away 
from them the town of Abingdon and the 
whole of their estates. Edred, his grandson, 
began the restoration. St. Ethelwold, who 
afterwards became Bishop of Winchester, 
was the person employed by Edred to super- 
intend the new foundation, which was not 
completed till the time of Edgar. The 
latter king seems to have acquired the 
credit of being the restorer of the abbey. 
It was during his reign that Ethelwold 
commenced, arid happily completed, the 
rebuilding of the temple in honour of the 
Mother of God. The following prayer of 
this holy man has been preserved : 

" Eternal God, whose throne the Angels 
surround, and whose bidding all creatures 
obey, protect, I beseech thee, O Lord, this 
place built to Thy glory and that of Thy 
Blessed Mother! Through the virtue of 
Thy name drive far away from it all power 
of the enemy, all diabolical visions, all 
disturbance, all calamities of thunder, light- 
ning, storms, and tempests. Let not the 
fire, Lord, consume this house, nor the 
enemies destroy it; but do Tho\x, O TaKt^-fiviL 
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God, preserve and govern it! May it 
rejoice in the abundance of fruits, and may 
all the inhabitants thereof sing to Thee with 
their tongue and their heart, and magnify 
Thy name with their accents ; and may Thy 
blessing descend and remain upon this place, 
through Christ our Lord." 

This religious establishment was sur- 
rendered in 1538, and the site granted in 
the first year of Edward VI. to Sir Thomas 
Seymour. 

The abbey church has been pulled down ; 
but among the buildings occupied as a 
brewery are some ancient rooms of the 
monastery with groined roofs. The old 
gateway adjoins the church of St. Nicholas, 
ftnd east of the same church are some re- 
mains of the abbey buildings in private 
pleasure-grounds. — (JDugdale's Monast, Cawr- 
deUy & Chron, mon. Aling,) 



Mary's hope. 



I. 

" I am the mother of . . . holy hope " (Eccli. 

arciu). Hope presupposes faith, and rests upon 

&itb as upon a firm foundation. The greater 
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our faith, the stronger our hope shall be. 
Mary's hope was in God, and in God alone. 
She could truly exclaim with the prophet : 
" The Lord is my portion, said my soul ; 
therefore will I wait for Him" {Lam, Hi), 
Mary had, as it were, two lives, the tem- 
poral life in this world, hidden in G^d, and 
the eternal life she looked for with hope 
and expectation. The one is a pUgrimage, 
the other a lasting dwelling. The one is a 
life of labour, the other of rest. {Of. St, Aug. 
in Jo.) Alas ! how many place their hopes 
and expectations in this world, in the vain 
and transitory goods of earth, and lose out 
of sight God, the eternal good, and the never- 
ending joys of heaven ! 



n. 

However great the virtues were which 
Mary possessed, however numerous the 
graces with which her pure soul abounded, 
she was free from all presumption. She 
knew that all these good qualities were so 
many gifts of God. " He that is mighty 
hath done great things to me " (Luke i.). 
She did not rely upon her own a\)ieiL«\\v,\yo5^ 



5 8 The Pilgrims May- Wreath. 

upon God, from whom proceed all goods of 
grace and glory. At the same time she also, 
most efficaciously, endeavoured to be faithful 
to the divine favours. Without this fidelity 
and the distrust of our own selves, true hope 
cannot exist. Presumption results from vain- 
glory and pride, which are also the cause 
of so many other sins. Let us attribute to 
God the little good which may be found in 
us, that lifting ourselves up above ourselves 
with Mary, we may have a share in her hope. 



III. 

It is in the midst of the trials and suffer- 
ings of this life that our hope is put to the 
test. How many say they hope in God, 
as long as their prosperity lasts ; but when 
affliction comes, they exclaim : " I am aban- 
doned by the Lord ! " When Mary witnessed 
the sufferings and death of her Son, she 
certainly had a good reason to be grieved ; 
'* but," says St. Bernard, " she did not despair ; 
she firmly hoped that, according to His 
promise. He would rise again on the third 
day." Who is free from suffering here 
below 1 What would this life be without 
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the ray of hope which enlivens it ? What 
else but a sterile solitude, a dark prison, a 
night which knows no morning ? God, 
in all our auctions, never leave us without 
the consolation of hope ! 

Conclusion, — Eesolve to place all your 
hopes and expectations in God, not in the 
world, and you will never be disappointed. 
Learn from the Blessed Virgin Mary to 
hope both in joy and in sadness, both m 
prosperity and in adversity. God never 
abandons those who hope in Him. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

O anchor of my hope, Mary, Mother of 
God and my Mother, the souls that attach 
themselves to thee cannot be lost on the 
stormy ocean : thou bringest them safely to 
the heavenly shore ! The sight of my sins 
and my ingratitude fills my heart with fear 
and apprehension ; but when I consider that 
thy Divine Son has died for me, how can I 
but hope ! Through thy powerful interces- 
sion, Mother of grace, I hope, though un- 
worthy, to sing the mercies of the Lord with 
thee for ever. 
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A HAPPY CHOICE. 

Many understand the folly of placing 
their hopes and expectations in this world. 
They are aware that, as St. Gregory says, 
" the goods of this world are deceitful, since 
they cannot remain long with us ; they are 
deceitful because they cannot satisfy the 
wants of our soul " {Rom. i 5 in ev,). And 
still they seem reluctant to detach their 
hearts from the goods of earth, and to place 
their expectations in God alone. Even 
when old age has given a silvery tinge to 
their hair, men still cling to the world. 
The following example will teach us not to 
make such a mistake. 

There lived in the monastery of Abingdon 
a holy youth, conspicuous by his innocence 
and love of purity, named .^Edmer, to whom, 
on account of his virtues, the abbot and 
brethren bore a singular affection. Notwith- 
standing his youth and strength of consti- 
tution, he was attacked by a severe illness, 
and was soon reduced to the last extremity. 
As all hopes of his recovery had now been 
given up, and he was calmly expecting his 
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end, he was suddenly rapt in ecstasy. It 
appeared to him that he stood amongst a 
great number of heavenly citizens, in whose 
midst the Blessed Virgin Mary was seated 
on a splendid throne. He was brought be- 
fore her, and she asked him, with a smiling 
countenance, whether he would prefer to re- 
main with her, like the other inmates of that 
place, or to return to the earth ? The young 
man seeing the joy, the peace, and the super- 
natural happiness of those who surrounded 
him, answered that he chose to remain there 
if he was found worthy, rather than to go back 
to the world. The Blessed Virgin Mary pro- 
mised him that his request would be complied 
with. He thereupon became conscious, and 
related to the abbot all he had seen and 
heard. And in confirmation of the truth of 
the vision, his soul, immediately leaving the 
body, went to take its place in the ranks of 
the blessed. — {Dugdale*s Monast) 



( 62 ) 




CHAPEL OF OUR LADY AT CAVERSHAM, 
NEAR READING, 

AVEESHAM is situated on the north 
bank of the Thames, about one mile 
from Heading. The church is small, but 
some parts are of great antiquity. The 
chapel of Our Lady of Caversham was 
attached to the church, and was in 1162 
granted by King John to the regular canons 
of St. Austin, of Noctele or Nutley Abbey, 
in Buckinghamshire, to which abbey the 
church also belonged. 

A description of this chapel is given in 
the following letter, entitled : " Dr John 
London, one of the visitors of religious 
houses, to Lord Cromwell, upon the pulling 
down of the image of Our Lady of Caver- 
sham, near Eeading." 

The letter is dated 1538, and runs as 
follows : — 

**In my most humble manner I have me 
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commended unto your good lordship, ascer- 
taining the same, that I have pulled down 
the image of Our Lady of Caversham, where- 
unto was great pilgrimage. The image is 
plated over with silver, and I have put it in 
a chest, and fast locked and nailed up, and 
by the next barge that cometh from Eeading 
to London, it shall be brought to your lord- 
ship. I have also pulled down the place 
she stood in, with all other ceremonies, as 
lights, shrouds, crosses, and images of wax, 
hanging about the chapel, and have defaced 
the same thoroughly, in eschewing of any 
further resort thither. This chapel did be- 
long to Notley Abbey, and there was a canon 
of that monastery who was called the 
Warden of Caversham, and he saug (I'.e., said 
mass), in this chapel, and had the offerings 
for his living. He was accustomed to show 
many pretty relics, among which were the 
dagger that killed King Henry, and the 
knife that killed St. Edward. All these, 
with many others, with the coats of this 
image, &c., my servant shall bring unto your 
lordship this week, with the surrender of the 
friars under their convent seal. I have sent 
the canon home again to Kotley, ^tA \iaN^ 
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made fast the doors of the chapel, which is 
thoroughly well covered with lead, and if it 
be your lordship's pleasure, I shall see it 
made sure to the king's grace's use. And if 
it be not so ordered, the chapel standeth so 
wildly that the lead will be stolen by night, 
as I was served at the friars ; for as soon as 
I had taken the friars' surrender, the multi- 
tude of the poverty of the town resorted 
thither, and all things that might be had they 
stole away, insomuch that they had conveyed 
the very clappers of the bells. And saving 
that M. Fachell, who made me great cheer 
at his house, and the mayor did assist me, 
they would have made no little spoil. In 
this I have done as much as I could to save 
everything to the king's grace's use, as shall 
appear to your lordship at the beginning of 
the term, God willing, who, with increase of 
much honour, long preserve your good lord- 
ship. At Eeading, 1 7 th September." 

No vestige of the chapel remains. Per- 
haps it stood on the north side of the church, 
and was entered by the doorway, now lead- 
ing to a modern vestry. — {Penny Cyclop., & 
^, Mlis, original letters, lett, 129.) 
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MARY'S TEMPERANCE. 
I. 

The cardinal virtue of temperance makes 
us avoid all excess in sensual pleasures. If 
the Mother of God, who had not sinned in 
Adam, practised this virtue, how shall we, 
who by the corruption of our nature are 
prone to evil, save our soul without it ? 
Temperance includes many other virtues, 
amongst which we must especially notice 
abstinence and sobriety. These two virtues, 
so indispensable to a good Christian and 
devout servant of Mary, govern our taste 
and appetite in eating and drinking, regu- 
lating their use according to the dictates of 
reason and religion. Food is given us by 
Almighty God for the sustenance of our life 
and strength. But, alas ! how many invert 
the order of Divine Providence, and live as 
it were only to gratify their sensual appetite ! 
Let them open their eyes in time. Let them 
consider the fate of the Israelites in the 
desert, who sat down to eat and to drink. 
(Easod. xxxii.) 
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n. 

In order to understand the evils caused 
by the sin of gluttony, let us consider what 
happened to our first parents in paradise. 
They ate of the forbidden fruit, and brought 
the curse of God not only on themselves, 
but also on the whole human race. Mary 
never incurred this punishment ; but, as St. 
Bonaventure says, " obtained a singular 
blessing by her abstinence and temperance " 
{S'pec, B, M. y,\ Adam and Eve were in 
consequence of their gluttony driven out 
of the terrestrial paradise : but the Blessed 
Virgin Maxy became by her temperance a 
spiritual paradise of the Lord, and was 
filled with abundant blessings. Do you 
endeavour to destroy within yourself the 
bad effects of Adam and Eve's gluttony, and 
of your own excesses ? Do you efficaciously 
desire to become, like Mary, pleasing to 
God by your abstinence and sobriety ? 



III. 

The consequences of intemperance 
rerjr disastrous. It produces a foolish 



III. 

are 
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placed in things which can afford no true 
satisfaction. It excites a desire to move 
others to laughter, by scurrilous talk and 
unbecoming jokes. It leads to impurity 
in word and in action. It causes talka- 
tiveness in which, according to Holy Scrip- 
ture, sin shall not be wanting. Finally, 
it renders our mind unfit to attend to 
either temporal affairs, or to the more 
important considerations of our soul, 
and heavenly things. Temperance, on the 
contrary, is a remedy against the vices 
of our corrupt nature, an easy means to 
satisfy for our sins, and a safeguard of 
virtue. 

Conclusion, — Eesolve not to indulge in 
gluttony like Eve. Love the great virtue 
of temperance ; practise abstinence and 
sobriety like Mary did, that you may suc- 
cessfully apply yourself to the study of 
Christian perfection, and that your heart, 
like that of the Mother of God, may become 
a spiritual paradise, and a worthy temple of 
the living God. 
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ASPIRATIONS. 

Blessed Virgin Mary, paradise of 
pleasure, thou whp didst possess the four 
streams of blessing, the four cardinal vir- 
tues in such an eminent degree, excite in 
my heart the love of temperance ! Teach 
me to govern my sensual appetite according 
to the dictates of reason and religion. 
Obtain for me the grace to overcome all 
temptations of gluttony and intemperance, 
that I may avoid the dreadful consequences 
of living according to the flesh, as I wish 
to reap the harvest of eternal life. 



A SINNER BEFORE CHRIST's JUDGMENT-SEAT 
SAVED FROM HELL BY MARY. 

It is recorded in a manuscript preserved 
at the Vatican, that in the ancient and 
renowned university of Cambridge there 
was a young man of worldly and dissolute 
habits, called William Vidius, who had 
put aside the salutary lessons of his pious 
parents, thinking himself free, since their 
vigilant eye was no longer there to watch 
over him. He thought himself wise enough 
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to be his own adviser, and said with the 
fool in Ecclesiastes : "Eejoice, young 
man, in thy youth, and let thy heart be in 
that which is good in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in 
the sight of thy eyes." But he forgot the 
solemn warning which follows : "And know 
that for all these God will bring thee into 
judgment." Though he led a dissip9.ted 
and sinful life, and had long since lost 
the spirit of piety and religion, there was 
happily one good practice which he had 
not forgotten, and never omitted, namely, 
his daily devotions in honour of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, which consisted in a few 
prayers said mostly before her image. This 
young man had for his particular friend a 
schoolfellow named James, who also slept 
in the same room with him; and who, 
though very much attached to William, 
did not approve of his licentious conduct. 
One night James was roused by the horrible 
cries of his friend ; he got up, and found 
him unconscious; he tried to awaken him, 
but all his efforts proved fruitless, and he 
began to think him in a dying state. After 
some time ol anxious expectation, ^'^i^assL 



70 The Pilgrim's May- Wreath. 

at length became conscious. On being asked 
what had occurred, and why he looked so 
terrified, he spoke thus : " happy me, 
that I have never neglected my devotions 
in honour of Our Lady ! Had I not been 
faithful to my daily prayers in her honour, 
I would be in hell now. For behold, I 
stood before the judgment-seat of Christ, 
who asked me a strict account of my whole 
life. I remained dumb, not knowing what 
to answer to the accusations of the devils. 
These evil spirits were already in the act 
of taking ille away to hell, when the Mother 
of God, whose help I implored according to 
my daily custom, appeared on the scene. 
She at once put the devils to flight, and 
restored me to life, as you now see me." 
William might have thought all this a mere 
dream, but he found in his hand a paper on 
which the greatest sins of his life, known 
only to God, to himself, and his accomplices, 
were written in an imknown handwriting. 
When morning came his first business was 
to brmg this paper with a sorrowful heart to 
the sacred tribunal of penance ; he made a 
good confession, and began a new life, in 
which he persevered to the end. 
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Thus the Blessed Virgin Mary rewarded 
him for the daily homage he paid her.* — 
(Summa aurea, torn, adi.) 

* It is believed that the image before which Yidiua 
used to pray, was the one venerated in the Church of 
the Black Friars under the title of ** Domina nostra 
liberatrix," or "Our Lady of deliverance." The place 
is now occupied by Emmanuel college. — Vid, Gib9<m*i 
Camden, 
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SALISBURY CATHEDRAL, 

[EW Sarum or Salisbury dates its origin 
from the thirteenth century. It was 
called " New," to distinguish it from 
" Old Sarum," situated about a mile and a 
half north of Salisbury. Old Sarum is re- 
garded as the " Sorbiodunum " of the 
Eomans, and is frequently mentioned by 
historians. Kenric, son of Cerdic, defeated 
the Britons in this neighbourhood in the 
year 552; and in 1003 the place was taken 
and burnt by Sweyn, king of Denmark. 
Under the Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Norman 
princes, ecclesiastical and civil councils were 
held here, and the town became the seat of 
a bishopric; for when, by authority of a 
synod celebrated in London in 1075, it was 
enacted that Episcopal sees should be re- 
moved out of the villages into towns, 
Herman, Bishop of "Shirbum and Sunning,"* 
was, through the munificence of William the 

* Sherborne, iif Dorsetshire ; Smming, on the Thames, 
near Beading. 
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Conqueror, enabled to translate his see hither. 
Early in the thirteenth century the oppres- 
sion of the " castellans," or captains of the 
castle, and their disputes with the bishop 
and clergy, together with the scarcity of 
water on the hill on which the town was 
built, led to the removal of both clergy and 
people to another place, at the meeting of 
the Avon and the Nadder. According to 
tradition, Herbert Poore, then bishop, fre- 
quently consulted with the Abbess of Wilton 
about the purchase of some ground belong- 
ing to that convent, for the site of the new 
cathedral, but he was frustrated in that 
object. The Blessed Virgin Mary then ap- 
peared to him, and told him to build the 
church in her honour in a place called 
** Merrifield." ^ The bishop was unable to 
find it out, till he accidentally overheard 
one of the soldiers of the garrison mention 
"Merrifield" to one of his comrades. The 
site is thus described by Peter Blesensis : t 

** Est in valle locus nemori venatibus apto 
Contiguus, celeber fructibus, uber aquis. 
Tale Creatoris Matri natura creata 
Hospitium toto quaesiit orbe diu." 



« 



Perhaps a corruption of "Maryfield." 
t Vice-Clianeellor of Henry 11. 
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Which is thus translated : — 

" Nigh a fair chase a happy vale there lies, 
Where early fruit the burdened trees surprise, 
And constant springs with gentle murmurs rise. 
Nor careful nature o'er the world could meet 
' With such another for Our Lady's seat." 

It was the desire of Bishop Popre to begin 
the building of New Sarum with the temple 
to the glory of God and the Blessed Virgin. 
In order to secure the success of this great 
undertaking, he obtained an indulgence from 
the Pope, and laid the foundation-stone of 
his new cathedral on the 28 th of April 
1220. The work prospered, and was in a 
comparatively brief period happily com- 
pleted. 

Salisbury Cathedral is one of the three 
famous sanctuaries of Our Lady in England, 
to which pilgrimages were made from the 
city of Ghent in the Middle Ages.* 

This religious structure is considered one 
of the fiiiest in England. Its freedom from 
the encumbrance of contiguous buildings 
adds much to the imposing beauty of its ap- 
pearance. The extreme length of the edifice 
within is 450 feet, and that of the great 

* See May 2iat, 
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transept 206 feet, the height of the vaulting 
being 8 1 feet.. The Lady chapel at the east 
end is particularly beautiful ; it is composed 
of a nave and side aisles, and has a very 
imposing aspect. The cathedral has the 
advantage of being built in one style, the 
Early English. The spire, which is over 
400 feet high, and the loftiest in the king- 
dom, is of later date, but admirably adapted 
to the style of the building. 

The image of the Blessed Virgin has lately 
been replaced over the western entrance. — 
(Camden, Beauties of Engl, and Wales, & 
Nation, Cycl,) 

maky's prudence. 
I. 

"How shall this be done, because I know 
not man ? " (Imhe i). Prudence guides us 
in the choice of things to be done, or to be 
omitted. In the first place, it makes us in- 
quire into the means by which a certain end 
is to be obtained. Mary practised this virtue 
in her colloquy with the heavenly mes- 
senger Gabriel. When the Angel brought 
her the great tidings of theYToidl^lTi^^TCL^- 
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tion, "she diligently inquired in what manner 
she would conceive, and bring forth, since 
she knew not man ; and herein, no doubt, 
she was prudent" {Bern, de div,). The 
Blessed Virgin Mary listens with great at- 
tention to the message of the Angel ; in 
his words she recognises the voice of God ; 
she addresses him, " not as if doubting the 
veracity of his assertion, but inquiring after 
the manner in which it would be fulfilled " 
(Bern. Sup. Miss.). You also often receive 
tidings from heaven ; do you listen to them 
as the Blessed Virgin Mary listened to the 
divine message ? 



II. 

Consideration and judgment is the second 
act of prudence. The Mother of God was 
not deficient in this respect, as St. Luke 
declares. Mary having heard the words of 
the Angel : " Hail, full of grace, the Lord is 
with thee : blessed art thou among women," 
did not burst forth into a series of incon- 
siderate interrogations, but "thought with 
herself what manner of salutation this should 
be " (Ztike i.). It is a rule of prudence and 
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wisdom neither to speak, nor to act, before 
having duly considered what we are going 
to say, or to do. Again, Mary listens atten- 
tively, and reflects on the explanation of the 
heavenly mystery : " The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Most 
High shall overshadow thee." The Virgin 
most prudent judges the explanation satis- 
factory ; yes, she will give her consent ; she 
shall become the Mother of our Saviour. 



ni. 

It is a great advantage to know what 
God requires of us ; but this is not all, we 
must then act upon that knowledge. Prud- 
ence, in the third place, guides us in pro- 
ducing the desired eflfect, as the end we 
had in view in our inquiry and considera- 
tion. Here, above all, let us admire Mary's 
prudence. " Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord, be it done to me according to Thy 
word." The end is obtained ; Mary's pru- 
dent and humble answer has brought the 
Son of God down from heaven ! Very 
appropriately we sing in the office of Our 
lady's assumption : " WMthei ^C)^^\» \aWa., 
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Virgin most prudent ? " Mary was not 
of the number of the foolish virgins who 
had no oil in their lamps; but carrying 
within herself the brilliant light of her 
Divine Son, she went before all the other 
virgins, and became the Queen of virgins, 
the Virgin most prudent. 

Cmidusion, — ^You use great prudence in 
worldly afiairs ; it is time for you to extend 
this virtue to spiritual things. You must 
carefully inquire and consider by what 
means you may correspond with God's call- 
ing, and put them into practice without 
hesitation or delay. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

Virgin most prudent, teach me the ways 
of the Lord 1 Behold, me in the darkness of 
ignorance, in the midst of a thousand 
dangers ! I pray thee to enlighten me : be 
thou the guide of my life. Ask thy Divine 
Son to show me what I must do, and 
what I must avoid. Obtain for me the 
grace of escaping the pernicious snares of 
temptation and sin, that^ walking in the 
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ways of prudence, I may with the prudent 
virgins be ready to meet the bridegroom of 
my souL 



A SERVANT OF MABY IN HIS STUDIES. 

St. Edmimd Eich was the eldest son of 
Rejmold Rich, a tradesman of Abingdon, in 
Berkshire, and his wife Mabilia. His parents 
were but slenderly provided with the goods 
of this world, but possessed abundantly the 
true riches of virtue. Reynold retired, with 
the consent of his pious consort, to the mon- 
astery of Evesham, where he made his reli- 
gious profession, aud finished his mortal 
course. Mabilia remained in the world, 
where she led a holy and austere life, and 
by her own example excited her children to 
the heroic practice of virtue. 

St. Edmund performed the first part of 
his studies at Oxford, in which he gave 
very early indications of a genius above the 
common standard. It was there that, by 
the advice of a holy priest, he consecrated 
himself to God by the vow of perpetual 
chastity, before the image of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, in whom, under God, ha '^la.^^^ 
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all his confidence; and this vow he kept 
with the utmost fidelity during his whole 
Ufe, shunning with the most scrupulous care 
all levity in his actions, every dangerous 
liberty of his senses, and all company that 
could be an occasion of temptation. He 
was yet young when MabiUa sent him and 
his brother Eobert to Paris to finish their 
studies. At parting she gave each of them 
a hair shirt, which she advised them to use 
two or three days in the week, to fortify 
their souls against the love of pleasures, a 
dangerous snare to youth. In his study, St. 
Edmund always had before his eyes an image 
of the Mother of God, round which were 
represented the mysteries of our Eedemp- 
tion ; and in the midst of his most profound 
studies, his frequent ejaculations to God 
were so ardent, that in them he sometimes 
fell into raptures. How desirous soever he 
appeared to become learned, his zeal to be- 
come a saint was mucli greater. 

Having been made a doctor of theology, 
he was assiduous in assisting at holy Mass, 
and reciting the divine office. He persuaded 
many of his disciples to follow his example, 
and built a chapel in honour of the Blessed 
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Virgin Mary, where they might freely per- 
form their exercises of devotion. 

It happened that one night as the saint 
was engaged in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
he was overcome by sleep; the lighted 
candle fell upon the book, and kept burning, 
but did not injure the sacred volume. A 
mouse having come into the room extin- 
guished the candle. St. Edmund, awaking, 
invoked the name and the assistance of the 
Mother of God, whereupon it was relighted 
in a miraculous manner. 

Many wish to acquire knowledge ; many 
study to become learned. But what is all 
worldly knowledge without the science of 
salvation ? He is truly wise who, like St. 
Edmund, seeks God in his studies, and unites 
worldly science with the practice of virtue. 
— {Butler, ^ Summa aurea, torn, x,) 
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GLASTONBURY ABBEY, SOMERSETSHIRE. 

IHEN" the storm of persecution arose in 
Judea, says William of Malmes- 
bury, the disciples dispersing went off into 
several countries. Amongst these was St. 
Philip, who, having arrived in the territory 
of the Gauls, and converted a great number, 
chose twelve of his disciples and despatched 
them to preach the Gospel in Britain, under 
the guidance, as tradition has it, of St. Joseph 
of Arimathea, in the year of Our Lord 63. 

■ These holy men having obtained from the 
pagan kings a plot of ground, were super- 
naturally directed to build a church thereon 
in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Acting upon these instructions they immedi- 
ately set to work and erected a chapel, the 
walls of which were made of osiers twisted 
together. And this being the first church 
in the island, the Son of God was pleased to 

favour it with a particular distinction, dedi- 
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eating it Himself in honour of His Holy 
Mother. St. Joseph of Arimathea and his 
disciples had a special devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, who supported and 
encouraged them by her kind assistance and 
frequent apparitions. The image of Our Lady 
of Glastonbury is said to have been carved 
by St. Joseph of Arimathea himself. The 
pilgrims who visited the church never failed 
to pray at the holy thorn, believed to have 
been planted by the same saint,* and 
which blossomed at Christmas. Hyppolitus 
Marraccius relates that when St. David, 
Bishop of Menevia, intended to reconsecrate 
the original structure, which had undergone 
some repairs, and was reputed to have been 
dedicated by Christ Himself in honour of His 
Blessed Mother, Our Lord appeared to him 
in a vision and bade him not to act accord- 
ing to his resolution. And as a sign that 
He had Himself consecrated the primitive 
church, together with the surrounding ceme- 
tery, and that it did not require a new dedi- 
cation, He pierced the bishop's hand with 

* Some historians are of opinion that St. Joseph of 
Arimathea never was here, but that Joseph is th^ tsaxcl^ 
of one of the ear]/ abbots of GlastonbxLTy . 
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Hia finger; and the foUowing morning 
several persons saw the saint's hand thus 
wounded. Soon afterwards, however, being 
again admonished in a vision, the holy 
bishop built another chapel adjoining the 
first, in the form of a chancel at the east 
end, which he duly dedicated in honour of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. On that occasion 
he gave to the church a most precious altar. 
And in order that it might for ever be 
known where these two chapels were joined 
together, St. David ordered a sort of pyramid 
to be inserted outside in the north wall of 
the building, and some steps to be made 
inside. It is under these steps that, accord- 
ing to tradition, St. Joseph of Arimathea lies 
buried, together with a great multitude of 
saints. The holy bishop David went to his 
eternal reward in 522. 

About two centuries later the church was 
rebuilt on a larger scale, by Ina, king of 
Wessex. It was afterwards endowed by 
king Edmund, whose diploma, dated 944, 
was written with golden letters in the book 
of the Gospels which he presented to the 
church. King Edgar paid frequent visits 
to GlastonhuTj, and conferred great favours 



Glastonbury A bbey, 8 5 

upon the abbey. As a sign of the ratification 
of his donations, he placed with his own 
hands his staff or sceptre made of ivory 
and gold on Our Lady's altar; and he 
ordered it immediately to be cut in two, 
lest at any future time it might be put to 
some other use. 

Under the abbacy of St. Dunstan, the 
establishment was conformed to the rule of 
St. Benedict. It suffered at the time of the 
Conquest, but was again restored by the 
care of subsequent abbots. The edifices 
were in great part rebuilt in the reigns of 
Stephen and Henry II., and afterwards 
repaired and enlarged. 

The last abbot, Eichard Whiting, who 
refused to surrender the abbey, was hanged 
on the adjacent eminence of Torhill, in 

1539. 

Malmesbury mentions that several churches 

stood in this place. The first and oldest, 
built by the twelve disciples of SS. Philip 
and James, in honour of the Mother of God, 
stood west of all the others. The second, 
erected by St. David, also in honour of the 
Blessed Virgin, stood east of the former. 
The third was built by twelve ^xo\Jafit^,^\Na 
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came from the north ; this also was to the 
eastward of the old church. The last and 
largest was built by king Ina, in honour 
of SS. Peter and Paul. This, the " major 
ecclesia,'* stood east of all the others, while 
the " vetmta ecclesia " stood westward. * All 
these churches may easily be traced in the 
ruins. 

Here many kings, nobles, and prelates 
lie interred, but the monuments are now 
entirely defaced or demolished.'^ — (Camden, 
Colliery Stevens, Sumifna aurea,Royal diet. Cycl., 
& Guide Book to Glast. Abbey. 

MARY'S CHARITY TOWARDS GOD. 

I. 

St. Bernard says that as the Blessed 
Virgin Mary became the living temple of 
God, who is love itself, she was wholly 
inflamed with the most ardent charity. (JDe 
Assumpt) We are commanded to love God 

* A well was discovered in a recess in the crypt of 
the primitiye church, in 1825. It is commonly styled 
the '*holy well," but no particulars concerning it are 
known. 

The original thorn exists no longer ; but there is a 
tree s&id to have sprung from the root of the one planted 
bjr St Joseph, which aLso bloaaoina at Cbxistmas. 
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with our whole heart; but, owing to the 
manifold distractions of this life, we cannot 
here upon earth perfectly fulfil this precept. 
On the other hand, as blessed Albertremarks, 
it would not become God to impose a com- 
mandment which would not be perfectly 
fulfilled by any one. Whence he concludes 
that the Blessed Virgin Mary, who was 
perfect in ail virtues, also possessed the 
virtue of charity in all its fulness. Mary 
could say with truth : " My beloved to me, 
and I to him " (Cant ii,), since she had given 
her heart entirely to God. Well might the 
Seraphim descend from heaven, to learn, in 
the heart of Mary, how to love the Lord. 

II. 

The more we consider the infinite perfec- 
tions of God, and the more amiable we find 
Him, the more we shall love Hiin. How can 
we explain the indifference and apathy in 
which so many persons in the world live, 
but by their ignorance ? If they knew God 
better, surely they would love Him more. 
Now, amongst all creatures, who ever knew 
God better than the Blessed Virgin Mary ? 
No wonder then thatshebecam^o^JiX^iasss:'^^ 
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and " the mother of fair love " (JSccli, xxiv,). 
Alas ! how great is the number of those who 
bestow their love on every object, except 
that which alone is worthy of their love ; 
which alone can make them happy here and 
hereafter ! 

III. 

Mary began to love God from the first 
moment of her existence; she loved Him to 
her last breath ; and we may say that the 
burning ardours of this heavenly flame caused 
her pure soul to be separated from her body. 
" I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem, 
if you find my beloved, that you tell him 
that I languish with love " (Cant v,), Mary 
was like a bright lamp, burning with the 
fire of charity before the face of the 
Lord. We may see a symbol of her heart 
in the burning bush which the prophet 
Moses saw in the desert. Mary is the 
spiritual bush in whose midst God rested. 
The bush kept burning, but was not con- 
sumed ; even so the fire of charity acted 
in Mary's heart. She was free from all 
earthly affections, because God was her only 
treasure. "Where thy txeaaMie is, there 
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is thy heart also " (Matt, vi.). Oh how late 
you have begun to love God ! And even 
then you did not give yourseK wholly to 
Him. 

Conclusion, — God was the supreme, the 
only good of Mary : He is also yours. Love 
Him, therefore, with your whole heart, and 
all the rest for Him, and in Him. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

O Mother of fair love, root out of my 
heart the love of creatures, and fill it with 
the love of the Creator! I desire to love 
Him above all things ; I am willing to sac- 
rifice all things to His charity. burning 
bush of Divine love, intercede for me that I 
may love God with my whole heart, in the 
sweet hope of also dying in His love, and 
of loving Him, with thee, for all eternity ! 

CANDLEMAS-DAY AT GLASTONBURY IN 925. 

A LITE CONSECRATED TO THE SERVICE OF 
MARY. 

The feast of the Purification of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary^ or Candlemas-da^, ^^a e,^'^- 
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brated in St. Mary's churcli at Glastonbury, 
in the year 925, with the usual solemnity, 
and a great concourse of people. In the 
crowd which on that day thronged the sacred 
edifice, there was a pious lady named 
Chinedrita, who was then with child. She 
was accompanied by her husband Herstanus ; 
and both, according to the custom of the 
church, carried tapers in their hands. When 
the candles were blessed and lighted, and 
the people devoutly assisted at the beautiful 
ceremonies of the day, suddenly, though 
the sky was clear, and there was no wind, 
all the candles were extinguished. And 
whilst they were yet wondering at this 
strange occurrence, behold, fire feU from 
heaven and relighted Chinedrita's candle, 
as if to signify the light she was about to 
bring forth; and it was from her candle 
that the others received light. From that 
day she rose still higher in the estimation 
of the people, who had always known her 
to be a pious and devout lady. The child 
afterwards proved to be a light by his vir- 
tues and sanctity, and was no other than the 
great archbishop St. Dunstan. 
This holy man being thus from the begin- 
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ning of his life, yea, before his birth, favoured 
by the Blessed Virgin Mary, bore her a 
most singular and constant affection. In 
his youth he received the tonsure and 
minor orders ; by the advice of Alphege, 
Bishop of Winchester, he took the monastic 
habit; and shortly afterwards being or- 
dained priest, he was sent to Glastonbury 
to serve Our Lady's church, where he had 
also been regenerated by the waters of 
baptism. Here he built for himself a small 
cell, five feet long and two and a half broad, 
adjoining to the wall of the temple. But 
it was not given him to remain for a long 
time in that holy solitude, where he passed 
his days in the service of God and His 
Blessed Mother. In the year 957 he was 
consecrated Bishop of Worcester, and in 96 1 . 
raised to the metropolitan see of Canterbury. 
It was his custom to visit God's temple at 
night, even in the coldest weather, and to 
pass some time in prayer before Our Lady's 
altar. One night, as he was on his way to 
the church, the glorious Queen of heaven 
appeared to him, accompanied by a nume- 
rous choir of angels, singing the verses of 
Sedulius : 
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" Cantemus, socise, Dominio cantemns honorem : 
Dolcis amor Christi personet ore pio." 

That is: 

" Let us sing to the Lord, our God who reigns above : 
Let us proclaim of Christ the sweet, abundant love.'* 

In the year 988 on the Saturday after 
the feast of Our Lord's Ascension, this 
devout servant of Mary took to his bed. 
Having received the Holy Viaticum, he 
calmly expired ; he closed his eyes to the 
world, to open them in a happy eternity, 
there to behold God and His Holy Mother, 
whom he had loved so tenderly upon earth. 
He was buried in his own cathedral, but 
in the year i o 1 2 his bones were translated 
to the church of Our Lady at Glastonbury. 
^^{Sum, aur. torn, x, & Butler) 
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ST. MARY'S, RED CLIFF, BRISTOL. 

|HE church of St. Mary, Eedclifif, justly 
the pride, because it is the chief 
architectural beauty of Bristol, is com- 
monly called "the finest parish church in 
England." It stands without the city walls, 
on an eminence, and is reached by a noble 
flight of steps. The whole building exhibits 
one of the finest specimens of ornamental 
Gothic architecture in the county. 

The learned Orsini mentions St. Mary's, 
Eedcliff, as an ancient place of pilgrimage.* 

William Canynges, mayor of Bristol, who 
was the most celebrated merchant of his 
day, is reputed the foimder of this beauti- 
ful monument of devotion to the Mother 
of God. It is reported of this man, 
by William of Worcester, a contemporary 
authority, that he paid to king Edward IV. 
the whole fine of 3000 marks, levied on the 

• Orsini, third epoch. 
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Lancastrian party in the town. He em- 
ployed for the space of eight years eight 
hundred seamen, and every day one hundred 
artificers, and he owned ten vessels. From 
this we see that the wealth of the founder 
was jcertainly considerable. In his old age 
this worthy man became a priest in the 
college of Westbury, which he had founded. 
In the south transept we read the follow- 
ing eulogy of William Canynges, in old 
English : 

" No age nor time can wear out well woon fame, 
The stones themselves a stat'ly worke doth shew ; 
From senceless grave we ground may mens good name 
And noble minds by vent'rous deeds we know. 
A lantern cleere settes forth a candess sight, 
A worthy act declares a worthy wight. 
The buildings rare that here you may behold 
To shrine his bones, deserves a tomb of gold. 
The famous fabricke that he here hath done. 
Shines in its sphere as glorious as the sonne. 
What needs more words, ye future world he sought. 
And set ye pompe and pride of this at nought. 
Heaven was his aime, let heaven be still his station. 
That leaves such works for others imitation." 

It is, however, not quite certain that this 

Canynges was the first founder of the church. 

The honour has also been claimed for Simon 

de Burton, and for the grandfather of 
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William Canynges. It appears certain that 
a church previously existed on the clifif ; it is 
also certain that Simon de Burton founded 
here a church of St. Mary ; and that to the 
wealth and piety of the Canynges we are 
indebted for the beauty of the present 
structure. The historical difficulty may be 
got over, by concluding with Mr. Britton, 
that Canynges completed what de Burton 
had begun. 

The building has the form of a cross in 
the manner of a cathedral. The ceiling, 
beautifully arched with stone, is 60 feet 
high, whilst the length of the church is 1 78 
feet. It has, besides the principal western 
entrance, two porches, one on the south, the 
other on the north side, the latter being of 
great beauty. The magnificent Lady chapel 
at the east end, which from Elizabeth's time 
had been used as a school, has of late been 
restored, and is again embodied in the sacred 
edifice. On entering this church, the light- 
ness and exquisite symmetry of the whole 
fill the mind with the most pleasing ad- 
miration. 

In the south transept are two tombs of 
William Canynges. One of t\v^"&^ \si^\s:».- 
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ments exhibits him, with his wife Joan, 
in full proportion, extended under a richly 
carved canopy. The other represents him 
in his canonicals, as Dean Westbury. — 
(Curiosities of Or. Br., & Fenny Cyclop.) 

MARY'S LOVE FOR HER NEIGHBOUR. 

I. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was so full of 
charity towards her neighbour, that she 
assisted, to the best of her power, all who 
were in need, even without being asked. 
At the marriage feast of Cana in Galilee 
she notices that wine is wanting, that the 
family are going to be exposed to confusion 
and shame. This is enough for her loving 
heart; without being requested she speaks 
to her Son, saying : " They have no wine." 
And as a reward of her compassionate 
entreaties, Jesus, though His hour was not 
yet come, supplies wine by a miracle. 
When it was in her power she also assisted 
the poor in their wants. St. Bonaventure 
says her charity was so great that she dis- 
tributed amongst the poor the treasures 
which the Magi had ofifered. (Med. vitce Chr. 
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th. ic,) We must also, according to our 
abilities, relieve the wants of our needy 
brethren. 

n. 

Mary's charity knows no impediment of 
time or circumstances. She is ready to 
go where she can give assistance. She 
thinks she can lend a helping hand to 
her cousin St. Elizabeth, who is already 
advanced in years. The journey is long, 
the road difficult, but charity will make 
it easy. Mary goes with haste into the 
hill-country. Oh happy the hills which felt 
the impression of the charitable steps of 
the Mother of God! Oh that our hearts 
were like unto those blessed mountains! 
If we received but a slight impression of 
Mary's charity, how we would begin to 
bum with love for our neighbour ! How 
many of our fellow-creatures stand in need 
of assistance and consolation 1 A charitable 
heart can relieve many sufferings. 

in. 

Charity, as St. Paul assures us, is so 
great, so important a virtue, that without 
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it we are nothing, although we possessed 
faith and hope. The commandment of 
loving our neighbour is similar to that of 
loving God; and in practice both are 
closely connected. How highly ought we 
to prize this queen of virtues ! What care 
should we take to preserve and to foster 
it! We must then avoid all that might 
wound charity, all that might injure our 
good understanding with our fellow-crea- 
tures. We must beware of rash judgment, 
even when things have an appearance of 
evil. We must abstain from all raillery 
that might give offence .to others. We 
must carefully avoid entering into any dis- 
pute or contention with any one. Oh how 
far was the loving heart of Mary from fall- 
ing into any of these faults ! Study her 
life, and you will see that by her .unbounded 
charity she won the hearts of all who knew 
her. 

Conclusion, — It is not enough to hate 

no one, you must have a sincere love for 

all. It is not enough to love your friends, 

you must love your enemies; and this 

charity must be practical. If you wish 
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your love for your neighbour to be merito- 
rious, love for Gk)d's sake. 



ASPIRATIONS. 

O most clement Virgin, the admirable 
example of thy sincere and disinterested 
love fills me with an ardent desire for this 
heavenly virtue. At thy feet I resolve to 
avoid aU that might wound charity. With 
thy loving assistance I will practise Chris- 
tian charity, that I may on the last day 
receive the blessing of thy Divine Son, my 
Judge, who considers as done to Himself 
what is done to the least of His brethren. 

OUR BLESSED LADY PREVENTS ROBBERS TAK- 
ING AWAY FROM HER THE HOLY INFANT 
JESUS. 

Giraldus Cambrensis relates the following 
occurrence, which, he says, happened in 
England in his own days (twelfth century). 

In a village called "Kirkebi," not far 
from "Bridelawe," in the then diocese of 
Coventry,* was a church dedicated to the 

* See May 1 stK 
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Blessed Virgin Mary. It possessed an 
image representing the Mother of God 
with the Infant Jesus sitting in her lap. 
On a certain night the church was entered 
by robbers. They forced open chests and 
boxes, and stole the sacred vessels, books, 
and all other valuable ornaments. Having 
thus far satisfied their rapacity, they thought 
of departing with their spoils, when another 
object of value caught their eyes. It was 
the venerable image of Our Blessed Lady, 
carved in wood, richly decked with gold 
and silver ; she had her arms extended, and 
her Divine Son sitting on her knees. They 
first took all the jewels and precious metal 
from Mary's image, and experiencing some 
difficulty in robbing the Holy Infant, in 
their hurry they wanted to pull the Child 
from His Mother's lap and carry Him 
away. But when they began to make 
efforts to this effect, lo and behold ! the 
wooden image of the Mother of God closed 
her right arm round the Child and held it 
fast. At this sight the thieves were fright- 
ened, but not converted; and they ran 
awaj with the bags in which they had 
hidden their spoils. But God would not 
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allow them to escape ; for having wandered 
about the whole remainder of the night, 
they found themselves at break of day, to 
their great astonishment and fear, back 
again at the door of the same church, an 
invisible hand forcing them to remain on 
the spot. The priest having come to say 
Mass, they followed him into the sacred 
edifice ; and being now filled with contri- 
tion, related to the minister of God aU that 
had occurred, restoring unto him the 
sacred treasures they had taken. Then 
placing their hands on Our Lady's altar, 
they claimed the benefit and protection of 
the holy place, and thus escaped the 
capital punishment which they had so 
justly deserved. 

In memory of so great a miracle, adds the 
author, Our Lady's image is seen to this 
day embracing the Divine Child with her 
right arm. — {Giraldi Camhrenm "Oemma 
ecdesiastica") 
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TEWKESBURY MONASTERY, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 

EAE the junction of the Severn and 
the Avon, on the eastern bank of 
the latter river, stands the ancient town 
of Tewkesbury. It is said to be of Saxon 
origin, and to derive its name from Theot, 
or Theocus, who foimded a hermitage here 
in the seventh century. William of Malmes- 
bury, however, traces the word to "Theotocos 
curia," or "beria," that- is, "the court of the 
Mother of God." There was in this place 
an ancient Benedictine monastery, dedicated 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary ; it was founded 
by two brothers, Odo and Dodo, dukes of 
Mercia, in the year 715, on the spot where 
their palace formerly stood, as is shown by 
ancient documents, and by the following in- 
scription : 

"Hanc aulam regiam Dodo Dux consecrari 
fecit in ecciesiam ad honorem Beatse Marise 
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Virginis." Which means, "Duke Dodo 
made this royal palace to be consecrated into 
a church to the honour of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary." In the tenth century it became a 
cell to Cranboum monastery in Dorsetshire. 
In 1 102 Eobert Fitzhamon, a Norman, en- 
larged the buildings, and liberally endowed 
the institution ; in consequence of which the 
monks of Cranbourn made Tewkesbury the 
chief seat of their establishment. Lord 
Eobert intended by this act to make satis- 
faction for the destruction of the church of 
Bayeux in Normandy, which Henry I. con- 
sumed by fire to free him from prison ; but 
afterwards repenting of his misdeed he 
rebuilt it. " It cannot be easily conceived," 
says William of Malmesbury, " how much 
Bobert Fitzhamon adorned and beautified 
this monastery, where the stateliness of the 
buildings ravished the eyes, and the pious 
charity of the monks won the affections, of 
all who came hither." 

In this monastery Eobert and his succes- 
sors, earls of Gloucester, were interred. The 
Mother of God was singularly honoured here 
in her court, and had her shrine in the Lady 
chapel, at the east end of the choir, Ows. 
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Lady of Tewkesbury is mentioned, together 
with Our Lady of Caversham, Walsingham, 
and Worcester, in the will of the Countess 
of Warwick, dated 1439: "I desire," she 
says, " that a chalice be made of my great 
sharpe and ofifered to Our Lady in the Lady 
chapel at Tewkesbury."* But the chapel 
was, together with the image of the Blessed 
Virgin, pulled down by the king's visitors at 
the time of the Eeformation. The destruc- 
tion of this chapel, which is said to have 
been one hundred feet long, is an additional 
proof of the great veneration in which the 
Blessed Virgin was held here, for though 
the whole of the sacred edifice, and all the 
chapels surrounding the choir were spared, 
the Lady chapel was levelled to the ground. 
The arch through which it was entered from 
the church is still seen on the outside. 

Of the abbey buildings little or nothing 
remains, but the monastic church is now 
parochial. It is a noble structure in the 
Early Norman style, and consists of a nave 
and choir with aisles, transept, and a tower 
rising from the centre, supported on massive 
and lofty piers ; it was once surmounted by 

* See Our Lady*a "Do^wry, "^. -jjRi, 
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a wooden spire, which fell in 1559. — {Gib- 
son's Camden, Dugdale's Man., & Beauties of 
Engl, arid Wales,) 



MARY'S FEAE OF THE LORD. 



I. 

" I am the mother of fair love, and of 
fear " (Ecdi, xxiv.), " The fear of the Lord 

is the beginning of wisdom "(P^.ca;.)- There 
is a " servile fear," which makes us turn our- 
selves towards God on account of the punish- 
ments He inflicts upon the wicked. There is 
a " filial fear," so called from the dispositions 
of a child, with which it animates us towards 
our Heavenly Father. A good child fears to 
transgress hisfather's.command, lestheofifend 
or displease him. Between the " servile " and 
" filial," is the " initial," or beginning fear, 
which makes us dread both the offence and 
the punishment. Concerning the filial or 
reverential fear, a special precept is given 
in Holy Scripture : " Thou shalt fear the 
Lord thy God" (^Deut x.) ; and, "Fear the 
Lord, all ye His saints" (Fs. xsadii). Does 
the fear of God reign in your heart ; and of 
what description is it ? 
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II. 

Mary's heart was filled with the filial fear 
of the Lord. This holy fear is a gift of the 
Spirit of God, as Isaias declares {clufjp, xi). 
The seven gifts mentioned by this great 
Prophet, are thought to be represented by 
the seven columns of which we read in the 
book of Proverbs : " Wisdom hath built her- 
self a house, she hath hewn her out seven 
pillars " {Frov. ix,), " Idiota," commenting on 
these words, says : " The Uncreated wisdom 
hath built a house : God hath made thee, O 
Blessed Virgin Mary, a solid and strong 
house, for ever unshaken. Therefore He hath 
hewn out seven pillars, to uphold thee with 
power and sublimity. The seven pillars 
which strengthened thee are the seven gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, resting in thee, and never 
abandoning thee, through which thou didst 
stand firmly and perseveringly in all grace 
and virtue " (ContemjpL c. iv). The holy fear 
of the Lord was so great in Mary, that during 
her whole life it kept her free from all, even 
the least sin. How far are you from this 
perfection of Mary's fear! You fear the 
world instead of God. You dread a temporal 
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loss, a little suffering or inconvenience ; and 
you expose yourself to real and everlasting 
evils! 



III. 

" The fear of the Lord is holy " (P^. xviii.). 
Enter into yourself; examine your life ; con- 
template your sins, your ingratitude. Con- 
sider the infinite majesty of God whom you 
have offended. Consider His rigorous justice, 
which punishes sin by death. Consider the 
graces which you have neglected and de- 
spised, and of which you will have to give a 
most strict account. " The fear of the Lord 
is holy, enduring for ever and ever" {Ps,xviii). 
The fruit of this salutary fear is twofold : it 
renders us pure and free from sin in this 
life, it makes us happy for ever in the next. 
(BertAierinPsalmos,) Compareyourlifewith 
that of Mary, and see what reason you have 
to pray with holy David : Lord, " pierce 
Thou my flesh with Thy fear " (Fs. cxviil). 

Conclusion, — Too long you have feared the 
world, as you ought to have feared God alone. 
Learn from Mary the fear of the Lord. If 
the filial or reverential fear is aa y efc \»oq WiXi- 
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lime for you, endeavour at least to acquire 
the initial or the beginning fear, and let it 
strike deep roots in your heart. 



ASPIRATIONS. 

Mother of fair love, and of fear, teach 
me the fear of the Lord ! Teach me not to 
fear temporal afflictions and temporal evils, 
which frequently are a help to salvation and 
perfection ; but make me dread the terrible 
judgments of God ! Obtain for me the salu- 
tary fear of the Supreme, the Only Good of 
my soul, whose mercy is from generation 
unto generation, to them that fear Him. 

AN ENEMY OF OUR LADY PUNISHED. 

Who shall ever be able to understand how 
much Jesus loved His Blessed Mother, when 
He lived with her upon earth ! That love 
has certainly not decreased in heaven ; no, 
our Lord is still zealous for the glory of 
Mary. If, as we read in the Gospel, what- 
soever we do to one of our least brethren, is 
in a certain manner done to Christ Himself, 
how much more shall He consider as done 
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to Himself that which is done to His Most 
Holy Mother! No offence against the 
Blessed Virgin Mary remains unpunished. 
If impious men, who dare insult her, do 
not always get their deserts in this world, 
they shall not escape the Divine justice in 
the other. But God sometimes ostensibly 
punishes such wicked men even in this life, 
as, amongst other occurrences, we may gather 
from the following narrative. 

There was at Tewkesbury a statue of the 
Mother of God, which had for a consider- 
able length of time escaped the blind and 
impious fury of the heretics at the Eeforma- 
tion. Though they had desecrated, broken, 
and burnt aU that was holy and dear to 
Catholics, they had not yet laid hands upon 
this ancient image of the Mother of God, 
In those days there lived at Tewkesbury a 
certain wicked man, who had for a long 
time wished to have this statue that he 
might vent upon it his impious rage; he 
had asked it repeatedly of the magistrates, 
but in vain. At length he succeeded in 
obtaining it. Now his desires were ful- 
filled ; now he could give full scope to his 
blind and unreasonable passion. Hq be%^x^. 
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by casting the statue of the Mother of God 
to the ground, and trampled it under his 
feet. He then made it hollow, in the 
shape of a trough, and filled it with sordid 
water ; yea, his impiety went so far that he 
often made the swine drink out of it. But 
his well-deserved punishment soon followed. 
All the animals that had drunk out of the 
statue died in a short time. The children 
also were visited on account of their father's 
crimes : they became bUnd, or lame, and 
suffered from various diseases and defor- 
mities. A severer punishment was in store 
for the father himself, which shows us how 
people are often chastised through the very 
instruments of their sins. He had placed 
the statue before the mouth of a well, so as 
to keep people from falling into it. Now this 
impious wretch, who had offered so many 
insults to Our Blessed Lady in her statue, 
having got one day into a fit of frenzy, took 
a great leap and jumped over the statue into 
the deep well below, where he met his death ; 
and in this manner he went through the 
water to the everlasting fire of hell. 

This occurred about the year 1625. — 
(Siimma aurea, torn, xii,) 



( III ) 




WORCESTER CATHEDRAL. 

lOECESTEE, which is considered one 
of the most ancient cities in 
England, is seated on the left bank of 
the Severn, and sheltered on the east by a 
finely wooded hill. It was in all probability 
founded by the Eomans. Sexvulfus, Bishop 
of the Mercians, erected an Episcopal see 
here in the year 680, and built a cathedral 
church, which he dedicated to St: Peter, in 
the southern part of the city. The place 
was destroyed by the Danes, but repaired at 
the end of the ninth century by Ethelred. 
In the tenth century St. Oswald began, in 
the churchyard of the decayed and neglected 
St. Peter's, the erection of a new and more 
stately church, to which he added a monas- 
tery, dedicating the whole in honour of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. It is related that at 
the construction of the buildings, there was 
a large square stone very useful for tha 
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foundations ; but owing to the power of the 
evil spirit who had taken possession of it, no 
human hands were able to move it. This 
was told to St. Oswald, who, knowing that it 
was the work of the spirit of darkness, made 
the sign of the Holy Cross on the stone, after 
which it was easily put in its proper place. 
The saint furnished the church with no less 
than twenty-eight altars. When the works 
were completed, many canons of the cathe- 
dral church left the world and entered into 
the new monastery of Our Lady. 

This place afterwards became, as Orsini 
remarks, a famous resort for pilgrims. 

After some considerable time, through the 
incursions of the Danes, and civil broils, the 
state of this church was so decayed that 
instead of the numerous brotherhood founded 
by St. Oswald, scarce twelve were left. In 
the year 1084 the foundation of the present 
cathedral was laid by the holy Bishop 
Wulstan. He is said not to have been a 
great scholar, but a man of such simplicity 
and unfeigned integrity that he was an 
object of terror to the wicked, and sincerely 
beloved by all that were good. The work of 
this saint has at subsequent periods been 
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eplaiged and repaired, and many parts rebuilt 
and altered by other prelates. The interior is 
about 400 feet long, and extremely beautiful. 
The tower rises to a height of 200 feet. 

The seal of the thirteenth century is in- 
scribed : " SigUlum Sanctissimse Dei Genit- 
ricis Marise Wigorniensis Ecclesise." 

At the time of the Eeformation, king 
Henry VIII. expelled the monks, and changed 
the monastery into a grammar-school. 

The statue of Our Lady of Worcester was, 
with many other venerable images, burnt at 
Chelsea by Cromwell, in the thirtieth year 
of the same monarch. — {Dugdale^ ^ Summa 
aurea, torn, xii.) 

MARY'S FOETITUDE. 
I. 

Fortitude is a cardinal virtue, which en- 
ables us to perform great and arduous things 
in the service of God, and to suffer coura- 
geously for His sake. St. Bernard, speaking 
of Mary's fortitude, applies to her the words 
of Solomon: "Who shall find a valiant 
woman ? " (Frov. xxxi), A pious author in- 
vites us to the consideration of t\i^ \s>l- 
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comparable example of fortitude, which the 
Mother of God gives us at Jesus' death. 
" The apostles fled away ; but Mary stood 
under the Cross, disregarding the hatred of 
the Jews. She was a woman, a virgin, a 
mother endowed with a most tender and 
compassionate heart, and yet she fears not ; 
but all these qualities render her fortitude 
more admirable. She stood by the Cross, 
she did not faint, she did not show the weak- 
ness of her sex, but suffered manfully " {Fr, 
Costerus^). Oh how true are the words of 
the Canticle : " Love is strong as death " 
(Cant. viiL), 

II. 

The whole life of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
was a sort of martyrdom, through the perse- 
cutions, the mockeries, and the privations 
she had to endure on account of her Divine 
Son, The life of a true Christian must be 
similar to that of Mary : we are all children 
of the King of Martyrs. We live in the 
midst of dangers ; our life is a continual 
conflict ; we have to face the devil with his 
craftiness, compared lo «>. xo^Tvxi%\\syDL\ \k^ 

* Soc. Jesu, wrote at Mit^erg, «auo \sM. 
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world with its dangerous and deceitful 
allurements; our own passions, a treacher- 
ous enemy living within our own selves. 
Who would not fear at the sight of these 
monsters ? Who can hold out against this 
terrible army in battle array? Oh how 
much we stand in need of the virtue of 
fortitude I 

III. 

" If armies in camp should stand together 
against me, my heart shall not fear " (P«. 
xxvi^. And why should you not fear? 
What does your experience tell you ? How 
often have you fallen, not in great and 
terrible conflicts, but in mere paltry skir- 
mishes ? Perhaps human respect, self-satis- 
faction, self-interest, have brought you down 
in trifling matters. What would it be if 
a serious battle should arise against you ? 
When you come to examine into the cause 
of your defeat, do you not find that it must 
be attributed to your recklessness, or to your 
relying too much upon your own strength ? 
You are weak, you can do iiotAim^\\svi^^^'»s. 
not, and say with holy Davidi-. "Taa\i3\^'^^ 
mjr helper, the Lord is my B\,TeTL«^^^^^^^ 
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praise: and He is become my salvation" 
{Ps. cxvii.). 

Conclusion. — Eesolve to fight manfully 
against all temptations, from whatever quar- 
ter they may come. Do not stop there ; you 
must, moreover, fight your way, through the 
midst of the impediments of perfection, to 
the mountain of God. The kingdom of 
heaven sufifereth violence. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

Mother most admirable, noble tower 
of David, how great is thy fortitude ! I am 
a soldier of Jesus thy Divine Son, and in 
this quality it is a comfort for me to know 

N 

that thou art the strength of the weak. 
Abandon me not, Blessed Virgin, in the 
midst of dangers, but by thy powerful assist- 
ance enable me to say one day with St. 
Paul : " I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith " 
(2 Tim, iv.). 

HOW THE MONKS RESISTED THE RAPACITY 

OF A NOBLEMAN. 

In the second half of the eleventh cen- 
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tuiy, there lived at Oxford a high constable 
named Eobert of Oili, who governed the 
province in those days. Although a man 
of great wealth, he was very exacting, and 
spared neither rich nor poor, extorting from 
them money, which he converted to his own 
use. He also coveted the possessions of 
the church, and was in a special manner 
troublesome to the monks of Abingdon ; for 
he took from them a certain meadow situ- 
ated outside the walls of Oxford, and 
appropriated it for the use of the soldiers. 
The brethren grieved more for the loss of 
this meadow than for all their other wrongs. 
Being unable to recover their property by 
any material means, the monks assembled 
before the altar of Our Blessed Lady, which 
had been consecrated by St. Dunstan and 
St. Athelwald ; and prostrate on the ground, 
they asked with many tears for the recogni- 
tion of their rights, or the conversion of the 
nobleman. 

Now, as they constantly invoked the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in this manner, Eobert 
feU seriously ill, and notwithstanding the 
danger of death, he remained impenitent 
for many days. But the feivenXi ^x^-^^-^^ ^'i 
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the monks at length produced the desired 
efifect. For it seemed to Eobert that he 
found himself in a royal palace, where a 
noble multitude had assembled. The 
glorious Queen of heaven was sitting in 
their midst upon a splendid throne, and 
before her stood two monks of Abingdon, 
whom he instantly recognised, and whose 
names he well remembered. No sooner 
had they noticed his presence, than they 
knelt down before the Blessed Virgin, say- 
ing : " Behold, Lady, this is the man who 
usurps the property of thy church, and who 
has robbed thy abbey of the meadow of 
which we were speaking." 

The Mother of God hearing this, ordered 
Eobert to be taken thence, and brought to 
the meadow which he had seized. At her 
command two young men rose, and led the 
nobleman to the aforesaid meadow, where 
they made him sit down. Immediately he 
saw himself surrounded by a great number 
of devils, who carried the hay of the meadow 
on their shoulders, saying to one another: 
"Our dear friend Eobert is now amongst 
ttsf; let ua play witli l[iim\" Aii^>3KtQr«Yaj^ 
down the bundles neax Tam, ^\i«y ^^\,^x^\*i 
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them. Robert seeing himself in such 
straits, cried out : " Holy Mary, forgive me ; 
behold I die!" 

His wife, hearing his screams, roused 
him ; and awaking he said : " I was in the 
midst of the devils!" She answered: 
" May the Lord keep thee from all evil ! " 
Thereupon he related his vision to his wife. 
On her advice he went after a few days to 
Abingdon, where, before the altar, in pre- 
sence of the Abbot Reginald and all the 
brethren, he remitted the tax of ten pounds 
which he had heretofore levied, making also 
protestation that his heirs should have no 
right to claim the same. He moreover gave 
a hundred pounds in atonement for his sins, 
and contributed largely towards the rebuild- 
ing of the abbey. Wonderful was the 
change which had taken place in his heart 
through the intercession of the Mother of 
God : for after the vision he became a great 
benefactor to various churches, as also to 
the poor, and passed his days in the practice 
of good works. After his death he was 
interred on the north side of the chapter- 
house at Abingdon; Yiia V\le^^i<^'e^^sK5x^J^^^ss. 
the same place. (Chronic. Mouost* Sa AJ^Hrtv^^ 
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EVESHAM ABBEY, WORCESTERSHIRE. 

VESHAM is situated on the Avon, 
fifteen miles south-east from Wor- 
cester, and was formerly called " Eovesham," 
or " Eovesholme." The town owes its import- 
ance to an abbey founded in the year 709 
by St. Egwin, Bishop of Worcester, under 
the following circumstances. The holy pre- 
late having asked and obtained the locality 
from Kenred, son of Wolfer, king of the 
Mercians, placed therein four herdsmen and 
flocks for the support of the priests. One 
of these herdsmen, called "Eoves," pene- 
trated one day deep into the forest; and 
behold, there appeared unto him a Virgin 
whose brightness surpassed that of the sun, 
and whose beauty exceeded that of all things 
created. She was accompanied by two 
other virgins ; and with melodious accents 
they sang together the Divine praises from a 
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book. The herdsman related this vision to 
the holy Bishop Egwin, who, full of zeal for 
the glory of God, determined to investi- 
gate the matter further. Having implored 
the Divine assistance, and asked for light 
from above, he went to the spot with three 
of his companions, barefoot, and singing 
psalms. Coming near the place he bade 
the others stay there, and went forward 
alone. He then threw himself on his 
knees, and prayed more fervently. And, lo ! 
the same vision appeared to him, with this 
difference, that the Virgin who stood in the 
midst had a golden cross in her hand. He 
believed her to be the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
and began to address her in his prayers ; 
whereupon the Mother of God blessed him 
with the golden cross. The holy man was 
filled with an exceeding great joy, and re- 
turned fervent thanks to God and his holy 
Mother for this signal favour. He under- 
stood it was 6od*s will that the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary should be venerated in this place. 
Ordering the works to be begun at once, he 
laid the foundation of an abbey in honour of 
Our Lady, which he also happily completed. 
The holy bishop was assisted in the dedic^ti^w 
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by another devout servant of Mary, St. 
Wilfrid, who presided at the solemnity. 

St. Egwin was, in 720, buried in the 
monastery he had founded. Five hundred 
years afterwards it became one of the most 
venerated sanctuaries, and most frequented 
places of pilgrimage in England. A lamp 
was always kept burning before Our Lady's 
altar here ; and daily at the Mary-mass 
twenty-four candles were lighted. 

In 1360 a new chapel was built in the 
cemetery near the abbey gate, to receive a 
statue through which numerous miracles 
were wrought. 

The last abbot but one was Clement Lich- 
field, who built in 1533 the isolated cam- 
panile, or bell-tower, no feet high, and 20 
feet square at the base. The abbey church, 
which is said to have been a magnificent 
building, has been entirely destroyed. An 
ancient gateway belonging to the abbey is 
preserved in a garden wall near the bell- 
tower. — {Sum, aur. torn, x, ^ xii., Duffdale, 
Stevens^ Curios, of Gr. Br.^ Monks of the 
Westy f Tindaly p. 195, 221.) 
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MARY'S MEEKNESS. 



Our Saviour Jesus Christ offers Himself to 
us as a model of meekness. Mary, our dear 
Mother, who followed Jesus so closely, also 
seems to say to her children : " Learn from 
me to be meek and humble of heart." Mary 
is ■ properly described as " mild above all 
others," for there never was in her a sign or 
a feeling of anger; she was always meek 
and gentle. Whence St. Bernard remarks : 
" Search the whole historical context of the 
gospel with great attention ; and if, per- 
chance, you find Mary harsh, or rebuking 
any one, or if you notice in her the slightest 
sign of indignation, from henceforth you 
may doubt her meekness, and fear to ap- 
proach her " (Ex, serm, de 12 stellis.). Oh 
how far are you from Mary's meekness ! 
Instead of imitating this great virtue of the 
Mother of God, do you not sometimes assi- 
milate yourself to an evil spirit, by your 
anger and passion ? 
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II. 

" Blessed are the meek : for they shall 
possess the land" {Matt v.). Mary obtained 
the fulness of this blessing. By " the land " 
we may understand our own heart, a spiritual 
soil in which the plants of virtue ought to 
grow. To become holy, it is necessary first 
to become meek. The storms of anger 
would render impossible the cultivation of 
the delicate plant of devotion. By " the 
land " we may also understand the heart of 
our neighbour. Every one loves and respects 
a charitable and mild person ; a meek and 
quiet spirit makes others happy, and leads 
them to the love and practice of virtue. 
Finally, " the land " may be referred to the 
kingdom of heaven, according to the psalm- 
ist : " The meek shall inherit the land " (Ps. 
xxxvi.). The heavenly shepherd will only 
receive sheep in His fold : the wolves are 
banished from that abode of peace. 

III. 

" The anger of man worketh not the 
justice of God" {James i). By the sin of 
anger we would call the curse of God on 
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ourselves, as we read in Holy Scripture: 
" Cursed be their fury, because it was stub- 
bom : and their wrath because it was cruel : 
I will divide them in Jacob, and will scatter 
them in Israel" {Gen. xlix.). How often 
have you displeased God by your anger! 
Mary, on the contrary, obtained a blessing by 
her meekness. This virtue was so great in 
her, that not only was she herself free from 
all anger, but she also turns away God's anger 
from us. Whence we may see a figure of 
the Blessed Virgin in the meek Abigail, who 
softened David's anger by her mild and 
humble words, and thus saved her husband 
and his whole house from destruction, (i 
Kings xxv,) Choose between the curse of 
anger and the blessings of meekness. 

Conclusion. — In Jesus and Mary you have 
two eminent patterns of meekness. Follow 
them, and you shall enjoy the heavenly 
blessings of peace. To be a true Christian, 
you must imitate Mary's meekness, and 
hearken to the voice of Jesus, who says : 
"Learn of Me, because I am meek and 
humble of heart " {Matt, xi.). 
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ASPIRATIONS. 

sweet Abigail,' Virgin meek and mild, 
thou hast suffered so many contradictions, 
and hast overcome them all by thy meek- 
ness ; teach me to be meek and humble of 
heart, that thus I may take upon myself the 
sweet yoke of thy Divine Son, and find rest 
for my soul ! " Virgin all excelling, mildest 
of the mild, freed from guilt, preserve me 
meek and undefiled ! " 



A HEAVENLY PROCESSION AND MASS IN 
HONOUR OF OUR LADY.* 

The holy Bishop Egwin was a very devout 
servant of Mary, and full of zeal for the 
promotion of her glory. His love for the 
Mother of God is said to have been so great 
that her pious memory was always in his 
mind, and her sweet name constantly on 
his lips. The Blessed Virgin Mary amply 
repaid his devotion by frequently visiting 
him during his life, and comforting and 

• We must not imagine that on this and similar occa- 
sions the Holy Sacrifice was really offered. These are 
mere visions, wherein God reveals the virtues and glory 
of His serrajits. 



A Heavenly Procession and Mass, 127 

encouraging him in the trials and difficul- 
ties, from which a man, however holy, is not 
entirely free. The Mother of God revealed, 
after the saint's happy death, how pleasing 
his piety and love had been to her. 

There was a monk named Sperculph, a 
man of great austerity and sanctity of life, 
who passed whole days, and often the night 
also, in the consideration and contemplation 
of the sublime mysteries of our holy reli- 
gion. One night, after the celebration of 
matins in the choir, all the brethren, accord- 
ing to their custom, retired to their cells. 
But as it was a feast of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Sperculph desired to watch and pray 
in her honour, and remained in the church. 
And, behold, he saw a beautiful and majestic 
procession approaching, surrounded with 
supernatural splendour. It was composed 
of two long files of heavenly citizens; in 
the rear of the procession came St. Egwin, 
dressed in his pontifical robes, with mitre 
and crosier, and at his right hand walked 
the Queen of heaven, in all her glory and 
majesty. The pageant directed its course 
towards Our Lady's altar, and when all had 
arrived there, St. Egwin be^an \i\\^ q,^^t?w- 
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tion of holy Mass. The good monk who saw 
the vision said to himself : " What may this 
mean ? Are there not some here present, 
who are no longer numbered amongst the 
inhabitants of this world ? " And approach- 
ing he addressed one of the ministers, and 
said in a whisper : " servant of God, tell 
me, I beseech thee, the meaning of what I 
see." Who answered : " Know you not that 
it is the holy Bishop St. Egwin, who is sing- 
ing Mass in honour of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary ? " The favoured monk assisted at 
the Holy Sacrifice to the end. ^d when 
it was completed the procession was again 
formed, and the heavenly citizens retired in 
the same order as they had come. — {Summa 
aurea, torn, x, ^ xii., vit. S, Egwini,) 



( 129 ) 




JKaj X3tfj. 

WROXHALL PRIORY, WARWICKSHIRE, 

[ICHAED, Lord of Hatton and Wrox- 
hall, had a son called Hugh, who, 
going to warfare in the Holy Land, was 
taken prisoner, and sufifered great hard- 
ships for the space of seven years. At 
length having recourse to St. Leonard, the 
patron of his parish church, the saint ap- 
peared to him in the habit of a black monk, 
bidding him arise and go home, and pro- 
mise that he would found near his church 
a house of nuns of St. Benedict's order. 
He first thought this vision a mere dream ; 
but as St. Leonard appeared to him a second 
time, he made the desired vow, and was 
thereupon miraculously carried from the 
place where he was to Wroxhall woods, not 
far from his own house* He gave thanks 
to God, Our Lady, and St. Leonard, and 
fulfilled his vow by erecting a monastery, 
wherein two of his daughters beca.\xi^ Y^xiXia.. 
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Tanner says the foundation of Wroxhall 
nunnery dates from the year 1 141. 

Alice Craft, a nun, who had consecrated 
herself to God in this place, was not largely 
gifted with worldly goods, but rich in virtues. 
This pious religious had a great desire that 
she might see in her days a chapel of Our 
Blessed Lady attached to the institution, 
and she frequently prayed for that intention. 
One night there came a voice to her, telling 
her in the name of God and Our Lady to 
build a chapel in honour of the Mother of 
God. She did not believe in the truth of 
the fact ; but another night foUowing she 
heard the same voice again, giving her the 
same charge more sharply. As she awoke 
and reflected on the matter, she began to 
weep bitterly, for she had not the means 
to construct the chapel. She went to the 
prioress and informed her of all that had 
happened ; but got no encouragement. Our 
Lady shortly afterwards appeared to Alice, 
blaming her for neglecting to fulfil the 
command. The good nun, in great fear, 
came and told her prioress, who asked 
her how much she had towards it ? She 
said: 'Tifteenpence." "Then," replied the 
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prioress, " though it be little, Our Lady may 
increase it." And she gave her leave to begin 
the work. 

Alice now betook herself to prayer, ask- 
ing the Blessed Virgin where the chapel 
should be built, and how it should be made. 
She understood by revelation that it was to 
be on the north side of the church, where 
she would find the shape marked out. 
This was in the harvest time, between the 
two feasts of Our Lady. Early in the 
morning she went to the spot assigned to 
her, and found the place where the chapel 
was to stand covered with snow, which 
remained there from four in the morning 
until noon. She was filled with joy, and 
immediately sending for masons, marked 
out the ground, and began to build. Every 
Saturday she said her prayers in the walks 
of the churchyard ; and on the plain path 
she weekly found silver suflBcient to pay 
the workmen, and all that was wanted for 
the construction, and no more. 

Lady Alice Craft was after her death 
buried in the same chapel,- at the entrance 
of the choir. 

The ancient priory has been c\i"a.\3L'gA 
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into a mansion, which was lately rebuilt. 
St. Leonard's church is still intact, and 
there are some fragments of the monastic 
buildings in private pleasure grounds. 

The famous Lady chapel exists no longer, 
but in the north wall of the church is a 
doorway, now blocked up, which probably 
was the means of communication between 
the two edifices. 

Near the church is the " Holy Well," or 
"Lady's Well." The inhabitants of the 
district have great faith in its water, and 
use it as a remedy for all complaints, espe- 
cially for the diseases of the eye. — {Dug- 
dale*s Monast,) 

MARY'S AFFABILITY. 
I. 

True piety is not harsh and repulsive ; 
far from repudiating the rules of politeness, 
it guides us in our. intercourse with our 
neighbour, and teaches us what to do, and 
what to avoid in our manners. Let us learn 
a lesson of affability from the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. "She entered into the house of 
Zacbary, and saluted Elizabeth " {Liike i.). 
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Affability is a virtue which renders our in- 
tercourse with our neighbour agreeable and 
courteous. It governs both our tongue and 
our behaviour, for it is both by word and 
action that we communicate with our fellow- 
creatures : in both we must be guided not 
only by reason and common sense, but 
especially by the far superior motive of 
religion. 

n. 

Mary entered into the house and saluted 
Elizabeth. Oh what kind, what sweet saluta- 
tion must this have been ! It is then an act 
of virtue to be courteous, and wish others 
peace and happiness. When Christ sent His 
disciples to preach, and to prepare the way 
for Him, He gave them instructions to the 
same effect, saying : " Into whatsoever house 
you enter, first say : Peace be to this house " 
{Lake x.). The Blessed Virgin Mary shows 
herself affable, not only in word, but also in 
deed. She was invited to be present at the 
wedding-feast of Cana, with her Divine 
Son. Undoubtedly she would have pre- 
ferred staying in her house at Nazareth, 
and enjoying there the swee.^.iie'aSk oil ^!»^- 
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templation ; but her afifability prompted her 
to comply with the wishes of those who had 
invited her. 

III. 

In order to imitate Mary in everything, let 
ns represent to ourselves her behaviour on 
the forementioned occasions. The wisdom 
of her conduct teaches us the propriety and 
discretion we should preserve, even in the 
midst of virtuous and innocent pleasures. 
There is a very great difference between the 
laws of virtue and those of the world. 
Afifability teaches us to avoid two extremes : 
the first consists in excess ; it is committed 
by flattery, and an unbecoming subserviency. 
The second is opposed to afifability by 
defect ; it is the spirit of contradiction, and 
a certain harshness and dryness in our in- 
tercourse with others. Mary was entirely 
free from both these mistakes : she was at 
the same time reserved and affable ; she 
knew how to be agreeable and please her 
neighbour, without ofifending God. 

Condvsion. — Are you perhaps one of those 
who, through their want. o£ attibility , destroy, 
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by their intercourse, the peace of heart in 
others ? Learn from Mary to be courteous 
towards all, in word and action. Eesolve to 
avoid both all harshness and all flattery ; and 
practise the virtue of afifabOity for the love 
of God, as Mary did. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

O Mary, by the most sweet salutation 
thou didst utter entering into the house 
of Zachary ; by thy kind condescension in 
assisting at the marriage feast of Cana, 
obtain for me the beautiful virtue of affa- 
bility ! Teach me, O Blessed Virgin, never 
to lose sight of God in my intercourse with 
man ; but rather, by my edifying conversa- 
tion and example, to kindle His love in the 
hearts of others. 



ST. Thomas's hair-shirt. 

There lived in the days of St. Thomas of 
Canterbxlry a poor priest who had no eccle- 
siastical benefice and no income ; his only 
means of subsistence being the alms he re- 
ceived from some pious aiid ^\i«r^^i2^^ 
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persons, for ofifering the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. During many years he had been 
supported in this manner. Now this poor 
servant of God (from what cause does not 
appear, whether through old age and defi- 
ciency of sight, or perhaps for want of suffi- 
cient learning), said every day the same 
Mass, namely, that " of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary," the only one he knew. St. Thomas 
happened to hear of the practice of this 
poor priest, through the malignity of some 
ill-disposed people, who had accused him 
to the bishop. Becoming aware of the fact, 
the saint was displeased, thinking, with 
reason, that such a thing should not happen 
without his knowledge and consent ; and he 
suspended the inculpated priest from the 
celebration of Mass. 

The poor man being now in great grief 
and distress, implored the assistance of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary; and this kind and 
compassionate Mother appeared to him, and 
said : " Go to the bishop, and teU him it is 
my desire that he allow thee to say Mass." 
The priest, answering, excused himself: " But, 
dear Mother," he exclaimed, " I am a poor 
and despicable man; I shall not obtain 
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access to the bishop ; and even could I have 
an interview with him, he would not be- 
lieve me." " Go," replied Our Lady, " I will 
prepare thy way." "O Blessed Virgin," 
objected the priest, " he will not give any 
credence to my words, and send me away 
with shame." 

" I will give thee a sign," continued Mary, 
" whereby the bishop shall know that I sent 
thee. Tell him that she in whose honour 
thou didst celebrate Mass, has mended his 
hair-shirt with a red hair, and has left on 
the spot an end of the hair in confirmation 
of the truth." 

Now St. Thomas had taken off his hair- 
shirt in order to mend it ; and having been 
called away from his room on business, he 
had hidden it under his bed. 

The poor priest announced himself at the 
episcopal palace, where he was received with 
kindness. Having been introduced into the 
bishop's presence, he said it was the wish of 
the Mother of God that he should celebrate 
the Holy Sacrifice. At first the pontiff did 
not believe him ; but having heard the state- 
ment concerning his hair-shirt, he went to 
his room, and finding everything aa tta ^\\&%^ 
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related : " Go in peace," said he, " continue 
to celebrate Our Lady's Mass, and pray for 
me. 

Butler adds that St. Thomas's hair-shirt is 
shown in a reliquary, in the English college 
at DouaL — {Magn. spec. eocempL, & 111, mirac, 
et hist. lib. Ccesar. Heist) 
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COVENTRY PRIORY, WARWICKSHIRE. 

OVENTEY is a very ancient city, 
and supposed to have been founded 
at a very early period; its origin, how- 
ever, appears to be but obscurely known. 
The final syllable of its appellation is evi- 
dently the British " tre," a town, whilst the 
prefix given by the Saxons expresses the 
circumstance of a convent having been 
erected on the spot. It stands on a small 
elevation, which slopes gradually towards 
the east and west. The situation is nearly 
in the centre of the kingdom. Leland 
asserts that king Canute originally founded 
a nunnery here, in the beginning of the 
eleventh century. And Ecus informs us 
that when, in i o 1 6, the traitor Edric invaded 
the kingdom of Mercia, where he destroyed 
many towns and caused great desolation, 
the nunnery of Coventry, of which a holy 
virgin, named St. Osburga, had been some 
time abbess, also fell a prey t.o \i^ fet^^^i^^ 
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In the early part of Edward the Confessor's 
reign, namely, in the year 1 043, Earl Leofric, 
a powerful lord of the large territory of 
Mercia, with his pious wife the Lady Godiva, 
founded here a magnificent monastery for 
monks of the Order of St. Benedict, and ap- 
propriated to it half the town, with twenty- 
four lordships, besides enriching it with a 
quantity of valuable presents. William of 
Malmesbury says that they lavished upon 
the church such a profusion of gold and silver, 
" that the walls seemed too narrow to contain 
the treasures thereof." The noble founders 
dedicated the edifice to the Blessed Virgin 
Majy. Godiva gave all her treasures to 
this church, and sent for skilful goldsmiths, 
who, with all the gold and silver she had, 
made images and other ornaments for its 
decoration. Being at the point of deaths 
this pious lady offered a rich chain or collar, 
set with precious stones, to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, directing it to be hung about 
the neck of Our Lady's statue at Coventry, 
and enjoining that those who came to visit 
the Mother of God here, should say as many 
prayers as there were gems in the chain. 
JBoth Leofric and Godiva were interred in 
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the monument of their devotion to the 
Mother of God, the one in the north, the 
other in the south porch. 

. From the date of this religious establish- 
ment, the prosperity of the place seems to 
have taken its rise. Eobert de Lindsey, 
Bishop of Lichfield and Chester, removed 
his see hither, which, however, afterwards 
returned to Lichfield, with the understanding 
that the prelate should be styled " Bishop 
of Coventry and Lichfield." 

In the priory church a lamp was kept 
burning day and night, before the venerable 
image of Our Blessed Lady on her altar. 

At the time of the Eeformation the splen- 
did buildings were levelled to the ground, 
and only a fragment or two now remains.* 
{Camden, Dugdaley & Beauties of Engl, and 
Wales) 

MARY'S CONTEMPT OF THE WORLD. 

I. 

There is nothinor in the world worthv of 
our esteem, for " all that is in the world," as 

• Some ruins of Our Lady's church mav be seen nftw: 
the west exid of Holy Trinity CYmicVv, to ttkftViSX.. 
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St. John says, " is the concupiscence of the 
flesh, and the concupiscence of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, which is not of the 
Father " (i John ii), Mary did not love or 
esteem the world : her heart and her mind 
were wholly fixed upon God. We may see 
a figure of the Blessed Virgin in the dove 
sent out by Noe ; " but she, not finding 
where her foot might rest,' returned to him 
into the ark " {Gen. viii). We have also 
renounced the world, and its pomps, and its 
vanities; and in doing so, we have acted 
wisely. But if we rejoice in frequent inter- 
course with worldly-disposed persons, if we 
experience satisfaction in being esteemed by 
the world, and sorrow when we are forgotten 
or despised by the world, can we say with 
sincerity that God is our supreme good ? 

II. 

The world treats you with contempt ; why 
do you not treat it in a similar manner ? 
The world never says : " What will the good 
and pious people think of us, if they see us 
do evil ? " Why then should we say : "What 
will the world think or say of us, if we do 
good " ? See with what disregard of human 
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respect the Blessed Virgin Mary is always 
there — where duty or the will of God calls 
her, be it in the temple or at the foot of the 
Cross. Alas ! how many there are, even 
among those who know better, and upon 
whose heart God has a greater claim, that 
leave good works undone, out of regard for 
the world ! May Mary's example strengthen 
us, and teach us to treat the world as it 
deserves, with cold contempt ! 

III. 

It is wise and honourable to serve God, 
and to despise the world. If ever the glossy 
varnish of the world fascinates your eyes, 
ask how long it will last, and what the re- 
ward of your services will be. To serve God 
is to reign and to be king: to serve the 
world is to be the slave of sin and of the 
devil. If you despise the false and transi- 
tory joys of the world, you will taste the 
true sweetness of virtue. " Oh how great is 
the multitude of Thy sweetness, Lord, 
which Thou hast hidden for them that fear 
Thee ! *' {Ps. ococx.).- Mary's heart was always 
filled with the pure delights of heaven, be- 
cause she always had the deeij^^t QiQ^^'^cK^ 
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for the joys and goods of this world. Oh how 
little, how despicable the world appears, 
when we look at it with the eyes of faith ! 

Conclusion, — Long enough you have served 
a deceitful mistress. Christ is not of this 
world ; His kingdom is not of this world ; 
He does not pray for the world. Practise 
the contempt of the world by keeping aloof 
from it, inasmuch as your state of life 
allows. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

O Blessed Virgin Mary, my Mistress and 
my Queen, teach me by thy holy example to 
trample under foot the vain and sinful plea- 
sures, and the honours of the world, that I 
may taste the consolations of virtue in this 
mortal life, and hereafter be filled with the 
sweetness of paradise. 



guntelin's vocation. 

Amongst the greatest graces which God 
can bestow upon man, is the singular blessing 
of the religious vocation. Some are called 
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to this state of perfection by a gentle pres- 
sure, a sweet attraction, as it were by an 
innate disposition ; and such is the ordinary 
course of the Divine dispensation. But 
there are also extraordinary vocations, due to 
wonderful occurrences, miraculous escapes, 
accidents, visions, by which the heart of 
man is suddenly and efficaciously torn from 
the love and attachment of this deceitful 
world. Now as the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
the Mother of grace, and the kind advocate 
of poor mortals, this grace also must, no 
doubt, frequently be attributed to her. 

As an illustration let us take the follow- 
ing example: — 

In the "ChronologiaBenedictino-Mariana" 
mention is made of a monk named Guntelin, 
who flourished in England about the year 
1299. In the early part of his life, he had 
been renowned for strength of body, but was 
also unhappily notorious for his vicious life. 
From this, however, he was recalled by a 
vision, in which he beheld the sufferings 
of the damned, and the joys of the blessed. 
After this, it seemed to him that he was 
conducted to a certain chapel, where the 
Blessed Virgin appeared in great splen- 
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dour, together with the holy patriarch* St. 
Benedict. The latter having, according to 
monastic custom, said : " Benedicite," and 
Our Lady answering : " Dominus," St. Bene- 
dict addressed her in these words : " Behold, 
Lady, the novice whom thou hast com- 
manded me to bring hither." And she 
addressing Guntelin, said : " Art thou will- 
ing to live with me, and serve me in my 
house ? " To which he replied that he was. 
" Swear then, on this altar," she continued, 
" that thou wilt ever serve me, and keep the 
commandments of God." And he took the 
required oath, whereupon the Blessed Virgin 
desired St. Benedict to reconduct him whence 
he came. From that time Guntelin, enter- 
ing the monastic state, entirely changed his 
life, and by his fidelity to his promise, 
deserved to be ranked among the blessed. 
— {Rev, Sp. Northcote's Cel, Sanct of the 
Madonna) 
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DALE ABBEY, DERBYSHIRE, 

I ALE ABBEY is seven miles distant 
from Derby, and ten from Not- 
tingham. It was a religious house of the 
Premonstratensian order, and dedicated to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. A monk who be- 
longed to it has left in manuscript the history 
of its foundation, as related by Maud de 
Salicosamara, who built the abbey church. 
The principal facts and circumstances re- 
corded in the history are as follows. 

There once lived in St. Mary's Street, in 

Derby, a baker named Cornelius, who was 

niversally esteemed for his piety and 

harity. On Saturdays it was his custom 

\ bring the surplus of his earnings to the 

lurch of St. Mary, where he distributed 

amongst the poor, for the love of God 

i His most holy Mother. When he had 

nt many years in the practice of good 

ks, the Blessed Virgin ap^e^T^^ \/^ Vwc^. 
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in a vision, saying: "Thy alms-deeds are 
pleasing to my Son and to me. But if 
thou wilt be perfect, relinquish all thou 
hast, and go to Depe Dale, where thou shalt 
lead a solitary life in honour of my Son and 
myself; and having happily finished thy 
course, thou shalt possess the kingdom of 
eternal glory, peace, and happiness, which 
God has prepared for them that love Him." 
Cornelius, returning thanks to God and our 
Blessed Lady, immediately left all his pos- 
sessions ; and, without mentioning the fact 
to any one, departed, entirely ignorant of the 
place to which he should go. However, 
directing his course towards the east, and 
passing through the village of Stanley, he 
heard a woman saying to a girl: "Take 
with thee our calves, and drive them to 
Depe Dale, and return immediately." Ee- 
garding this occurrence as an interposition 
of Divine Providence, he was overwhelmed 
with astonishment, and drawing near, he 
said : " Tell me, good woman, where is Depe 
Dale ? " He received for answer : " Go with 
the girl, and she will show thee the place." 
Upon his arrival he found it a marshy land, 
and very distant from all human habitations. 
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Proceeding hence to the east he came to a 
rising ground, and under the shelter of the 
hill, cut in the rock a small dwelling, in 
which he erected an altar. Here he spent 
day and night in the service of God, in 
hunger, thirst, cold, and want. It happened 
one day that a person of great consequence, 
by name Ealph, the son of Jeremund, came 
in pursuit of the diversion of hunting into 
his woods at Ockbrook ; and when he ap- 
proached the place where the hermit lived, 
and saw the smoke rising from his cave, he 
was filled with astonishment and indigna- 
tion, that any one should have the rashness 
to make for himself a dwelling in his woods 
without his permission. Going to the place 
he foimd a man clothed with old rags and 
skins; and inquiring into the cause and 
circumstances of the case, his anger gave 
way to the emotions of pity. To express 
his compassion he granted the hermit the 
groimd where his hermitage was situated, 
and for his support the tithe of his mills at 
Burgh, now Burrowash. It is related that 
the old enemy of the human race then en- 
deavoured to render him dissatisfied with 
his condition; but that he reaolutfcVj ^\ii»x^ft^ 
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all the calamities of his situation. One of 
the greatest trials which he suffered was the 
want of water; but from this he was relieved 
by discovering a spring in the western part 
of the valley. Near this he built a new 
cottage and chapel in honour of the Mother 
of God, and here he happily ended his days. 
Serlo de Grendon, Lord of Badely, a knight 
of eminent valour, great wealth, and distin- 
guished birth, who first married Margery, the 
daughter of the above Ealph, and afterwards 
Maud, Lady of Celston, gave in the first year 
of Henry IL, to his godmother during her 
life, the place of Depe Dale with its appur- 
tenances, and some other land in the neigh- 
bourhood. She had a son whom she edu- 
cated for holy orders, that he might perform 
Divine service in her chapel at Depe Dale, 
and she herself resided at a short distance 
southward. But some time afterwards, with 
the consent and approbation of this venerable 
matron, the above Serlo de Grendon invited 
canons from Calke, and gave them the place 
of Depe Dale. When these canons were 
settled here, they built with immense labour 
and expense a church and other ofiSces. 
The place became much frequented by per- 
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sons of all ranks, some of whom were 
great benefactors to the establishment. 
These canons were in the year 1204 suc- 
ceeded by white canons of the Premonstra- 
tensian order. The abbey church is said 
to have been a magnificent structure ; but 
scarcely any part of it is now standing, 
except the arch of the east window. The 
chapel built by the godmother of Serlo de 
Grendon stands at a short distance from the 
abbey ruins ; the hermit's well also is still 
shown ; and a little further, on a pleasant 
wooded hill, is the hermitage or cave cut in 
the rock by Cornelius. The abbey buildings 
appear to have been of considerable extent, 
various parts having been converted into 
dwelling-houses and barns, which yet re- 
main. — {Curiosities of Or, Br,^ & Dugdales 
Mon.) 

MARY OUR EXAMPLE IN PRAYER. 

I. 

There never was a creature on earth that 
fulfilled as perfectly as Mary this great 
lesson of our Saviour : " We ought always 
to pray, and not to faint " (Luke xviii,). To 
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attend better to this great duty, the Blessed 
Virgin shut herself up in the temple at 
the age of three years. In that holy and 
secluded place she passed in prayer the 
greater part of the day, and a portion of the 
night. She revealed to one of her devout 
servants that it was her custom to rise at 
midnight to pray. (S, Bon, med. v. Ch.) St. 
Jerome says that she devoted to prayer the 
whole morning until the third hour; and 
betook herself again to prayer at the ninth 
hour. {Ihid) Mary practised in the most 
eminent degree what her illustrious parent 
David also was accustomed to do : "I rose at 
midnight to give praise to Thee " (Ps. cxviii!). 
How far are we from Mary's zeal in prayer ! 



n. 

" The voice of the turtle is heard in our 
land " {Oant ii.). The turtle has a plaintive 
voice ; it is a sigh rather than a song ; and 
this is a figure of the devotion and com- 
punction with which we ought to pray. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary could truly say 
with king Ezechias : " I will cry like a young 
swallow, I will meditate lik^ a dove " (Jsa, 
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axamn.). Oh how many Christians, far from 
speaking to God with devotion and atten- 
tion like Mary, pray with wilful distrac- 
tions ! Their prayer is not a song of praise, 
of thanksgiving and adoration, but rather 
an offence of the Divine Majesty. A pious 
prayer, like that of Mary, pierces the clouds, 
and rises like sweet incense before the throne 
of the Most High. " The prayer of the just 
is the key of heaven. The prayer ascends, 
and the mercy of God descends." — {Aug, de 
Bom,) 

m. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary persevered in 
prayer. " All these were persevering with 
one mind in prayer, with the women, and 
Mary the Mother of Jesus" {Acts i.). If 
you wish to be heard, and to obtain what 
you ask, pray with perseverance. " If he 
shall continue knocking, I say to you . . . 
he will rise, and give him as many as he 
needeth " {Luke od,). Importunity fatigues 
and displeases men ; but the Lord is never 
tired of listening to you. God sometimes 
will seem to say to you, as He did to Mary : 
" My hour is not yet come." B\it if "^o^Mt 
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confidence remain unshaken, like that of the 
Mother of God, that hour shall come in due 
time. Persevere like Mary ; God knows what 
is best for you; your prayers will not be 
lost, but produce abundant fruit. 

Conclusion. — Eesolve to be assiduous in 
prayer, and endeavour to pray with all the 
requisite dispositions. Do not listen to the 
suggestions of the devil, who wants you to 
give up this holy exercise; be faithful to 
your daily devotions. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

In all my necessities, temporal or spiri- 
tual, I will, Blessed Virgin Mary, after 
thy example, have recourse to God. I will 
also cry to thee, best of mothers, my help, 
my hope, my comfort ! Thou still prayest 
for the poor sinners : pray then for me ! I 
unite my prayers with thine, and humbly 
ask for grace and salvation, through thy 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A PRAYER OMITTED. 

Piety is nourished by exterior acts c 
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devotion; and amongst these, vocal prayer 
undoubtedly occupies the first place. As- 
cetical writers advise us to look upon our 
daily exercises of piety as a sacred duty, 
and a powerful means of obtaining grace; 
they moreover warn us not to put them 
aside for a trifling reason, or a slight incon- 
venience. This is especially true with regard 
to our devotions in honour of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, who receives them as a tribute 
of filial affection, which she has a right to 
expect from her children, and for which she 
gives many temporal and spiritual blessings 
in return. 

The great servant of Mary, St. Edmund, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, was animated 
with these sentiments. He recited daily, 
besides the canonical ofl&ce of the Church, 
also the Little ofl&ce of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary ; and at night, after matins, he was 
accustomed to pass some time in prayer 
before Our Lady's altar. He had moreover 
made it a rule to say every day, in honour 
of the Mother of God, a devout prayer com- 
mencing with the words : " intemerata, et 
in seternum benedicta ! " That is : " O 
Mother undefiled, and ever-blessed Virgin ! " 
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One day he happened to be more than 
usually occupied, and the stress of business 
caused him to forget the prayer. At night 
when he had retired to rest, St. John the 
beloved disciple, to whose care Mary was 
committed at the foot of the Cross, appeared 
to the saint in a vision. Though he was 
radiant with the lustre and beauty of para- 
dise, there was in his face an expression 
of displeasure, and in his right hand he 
carried a rod, which he held out in a 
threatening manner. St. Edmund at this 
sight recollected his negligence, and without 
delay asked pardon of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in his heart. Who shall describe his 
astonishment and fear when St. John, in a 
commanding tone, addressed him, saying: 
" Stretch forth thy hand." The holy bishop 
trembled at the prospect of a severe chastise- 
ment, but humbly obeyed, and presented his 
hand. The apostle thereupon smiled in a 
benevolent manner, and took hold of the 
saint's hand, saying with a gentle pressure : 
" In future never again omit the prayer in 
honour of the Mother of God." — {Sumvia 
aurea, torn, x.) 
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MONASTERY OF VALE ROYAL, CHESHIRE* 

|ING Edward I., returning to Eng- 
land from some foreign expedition 
during the lifetime of his father, was in 
danger of shipwreck. And as they every 
moment expected to be swallowed up by 
the waves, the prince proposed to his com- 
panions that each one should make some 
promise to God, whatever the Spirit of God 
might inspire. The storm, however, continued 
to rage, until the prince, believing that their 
last hour was come, humbly vowed to God 
and the Blessed Virgin that if they reached 
land in safety he would build a Cistercian 
monastery in honour of Our Lady, and endow 
it with revenues for the support of a hundred 

* The site of the monastery is occupied by ' " the HaU," 
in which parts of the old building are still traceable. 
Some bases of columns from the ancient structure may- 
be seen at " the Nun's Grave," close by ; but the small 
" wayside Calvary " in the centre, did not belong to this 
religious establishment. Cf. " Magazine of Art," Part 20, 
p. 66. 



I S 8 The Pilgrim's May- Wreath. 

monks. Scarcely had he pronounced the 
words than the wind subsided, and the ship, 
which was so shattered and broken that the 
water was rushing in through many leaks, 
nevertheless was, as it were, miraculously 
brought safe to the shore ; which they be- 
holding, gave thanks to the Glorious Virgin 
who sufifers not her votaries to perish. The 
prince was the last to leave the vessel, and 
as soon as he had set his foot on land, it 
parted in two and was swallowed up by the 
waves. 

This event took place, it would seem, 
before the commencement of the Barons' 
wars, for the abbey register goes on to tell 
us that after his arrival in England, the 
quarrel between King Henry and his barons 
having broken out, Prince Edward was taken 
prisoner and confined in the city of Here- 
ford, at which time he received much help 
and comfort from the monks of Dore; and 
calling to mind his vow, he resolved on re- 
gaining his liberty to choose his community 
out of their number. The new foundation 
was first of all placed on his own manor of 
Dernhale, as appears from the foundation- 
charter: "Know ye tVia^. ^^ tva.-^^ ^^^^^ 
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granted, and confirmed (the gifts follow) to 
God and the Blessed Virgin Mary, and to 
the monastery of the said Glorious Virgin 
of Dernhale, which we, being some time in 
danger at sea, have founded in our county of 
Chester." It was afterwards, at the request 
of the prior and monks, removed to a more 
convenient place not far distant, which King 
Edward ordered to be called " Vale Eoyal." 
This spot had previously been the habita- 
tion of robbers, and bore the name of Mun- 
chenrow. Yet bad as was the previous re- 
putation of the place, miraculous signs had 
not been wanting, which seemed to indicate 
that it had been chosen to become a holy 
sanctuary. Men said that they had heard 
from their fathers how, many years before 
the foundation of the monastery, when the 
valley was still a vast and wild solitude, the 
shepherds who fed their flocks there had 
been wont, on all great feasts of the Mother 
of God, to hear voices as if singing in the 
air, and a clear shining light appeared on 
the spot, which turned night into day; more- 
over, they heard as it were the sweet chim- 
ing of bells. And after the church was 
built, the country people \ie\v.<^^ S^ ^"^x. 
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rounded with light as if it were on fire, so 
that great numbers came to extinguish 
the conflagration. 

In 1277 King Edward himself laid the 
first stone upon the site of the high altar ; 
two other stones being laid by Queen Eleanor 
of Castile, one for herself, the other for her 
infant son. But the monks did not take 
possession of this monastery till the feast of 
the Assumption 1330, continuing to reside 
in some temporary buildings. The ceremony 
of the dedication was attended by such a 
concourse of people that the walls could 
hardly contain all the guests. There was a 
plentiful feast provided, and music of all 
kinds ; and all did their best to honour her 
in whose name this new sanctuary had been 
consecrated, as a perpetual remembrance of 
the deliverance she had granted to her clients. 

Onfe incident is remarked by the historian, 
and piously interpreted by him as a sign of 
Our Lady's favour. For forty days before the 
feast, he says, there had been such torrents 
of rain that the whole country round about 
was flooded, and you would have thought 
that the deluge of Noe was coming again on 
the earth. But on the vigil of the Assump- 
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tion, and the two following days, the air was 
clear, and not a drop of rain fell. As soon, 
however, as all was over, and the guests had 
departed, it began again, and continued as 
heavily as before. 

King Edward amply fulfilled his vow, 
and the endowments of his monastery were 
worthy of a royal foundation. 

After the dissolution, the site of Vale 
Royal was granted to Thomas Holcroft. 
Parts of the ancient walls and gates were 
removed by the present proprietor. A name 
attached to one spot preserves the site of 
the high altar. — {Celebr, Sanct, of the Mad,^ 
Dugdale, & " The Vale Royal of England!") 

MARY TEACHES US THE FORGIVENESS OF 

INJURIES. 

I. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary stood at the 
foot of the Cross, surrounded by the Scribes 
and Pharisees who had conspired against 
her Divine Son, and caused Him to be 
condemned to death. What were then her 
sentiments ? Did she meditate revenge ? 
Did she solicit the punishments at Sa^^^-^ 
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against those ungrateful wretches ? No ! 
her heart reflected the feelings of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. She heard His sublime 
prayer : " Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." Assuredly Mary 
repeated after Jesus : " Forgive, Father, 
forgive ! " Could the Jews have known the 
sentiments of Jesus and Mary towards them, 
would it not have been enough to soften 
their hearts ? You know these sentiments ; 
what effect have they upon you ? 

II. 

Has your brother offended you ? Forgive. 
Behold Jesus your God, and Mary the 
Mother of God, forgive ! We are all brothers ; 
let us then say to ourselves : " He is my 
fellow-creature, a member of the same spiri- 
tual body of Christ with myself ; Jesus has 
shed His blood for him, and granted him 
forgiveness ; let us pardon him also." And 
what is the injury he has done you, com- 
pared to so many sins and infidelities where- 
by you have offended God ? If you consider 
this attentively, you will not wonder at the 
words of our dear Saviour: " Forgive, and you 
siall be forgiven" (^Lulce m.Y ""ftvifc if you 



Mary teaches Forgiveness of Injuries. 1 63 

will not forgive men, neither will your 
Father forgive you your offences" (Matt, 
vi,). Let us then make ourselves worthy 
of God's pardon, by granting a generous for- 
giveness to all those who have offended us. 

m. 

It is not enough for a full pardon to de- 
pose all desire of revenge. We must more- 
over root out of our heart all feelings of 
bitterness and aversion towards those who 
have offended us. Some persons say : " I 
forgive him, but I will have no more to do 
with him." Oh how far are these disposi- 
tions from the feelings of Mary in our 
regard ! We have crucified her Son ; and 
she is our Advocate ! And how does God 
act with you ? You commit sin, and offend 
Him ; you ask pardon, He forgives you, and 
when you have given satisfaction to His 
Divine justice, He is to you the same as 
He was before the offence. It is in this 
manner that we ought to forgive, namely, 
from the bottom of our heart. Thus we shall 
show that we are true children and fol- 
lowers of Jesus and Mary. 

Concltmon, — Forgive {roixi Wi^ XioXXiO^Ks. ^\ 
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your heart all who have offended you, and 
never nourish any feeling of dislike or aver- 
sion. If this seems difi&cult to human 
nature, remember that God does not com- 
mand what is impossible. Frequently think 
of Mary at the foot of the Cross. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

charitable Mother of my Saviour, fill 
my heart with the sentiments which thou 
didst experience at the foot of the Cross ! 
I ask God daily for pardon, why should I 
not grant it myself? Mary, I now detest 
and abhor all feelings of dislike and re- 
venge ; and for the love of thee I forgive all 
those who have offended me, hoping that 
thou wilt also obtain pardon for me, from 
thy Divine Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

VICTORIES WON, PEACE CONCLUDED 
THROUGH MARY. 

It is related of King Edward III., who 

succeeded his father in 1327, that he had a 

great devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary ; 

and in momentous affairs he would take 

no other oath, but, " \>y S^mt Mary " The 
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Mother of God protected her devout client 
as it were with a shield in the dangers of 
warfare. The king attributed to Mary's 
powerful intervention his signal success in 
the engagement he had with the French at 
Sluys on the 23d of June 1340, of which 
it is said, that history hardly presents an 
instance of a naval victory more complete 
or more sanguinary. The next day, Edward, 
in gratitude to his heavenly Protectress, 
went on foot, with a great many knights, to 
give thanks to our Lady in her sanctuary 
at Ardenbourg. When in the year 1347, 
having taken Calais after a siege of twelve 
months, the king returned to England, it 
was through the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary that he escaped an almost in- 
evitable shipwreck. He prayed to her in 
the following terms : " Holy Mary, my Lady, 
how is it that when I sailed for France the 
sea was calm, and I was prosperous in all 
things ; whilst now, returning home after the 
victory, I am in imminent danger of finding 
my grave in the waves ! Save me, holy 
Mother of God ! " Mary lent a favourable 
ear to his cries, and brought him safe 
throuo'h the perils of the tenv^^^VuoviSi ^^"^^ 
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In 1360, returning to England together 
with his army, they were in the neighbour- 
hood of Chartres overtaken by one of the 
most dreadful storms recorded in history. 
The violence of the wind, the bulk of the 
hailstones, the incessant glare of the light- 
ning, and the sight of the thousands perish- 
ing around him through want and fatigue, 
awakened in the heart of the king a sense 
of the horrors occasioned by his ambition. 
He sprang from his saddle, and stretching 
his arms towards the cathedral of Our Lady 
of Chartres, he religiously vowed to the 
Blessed Virgin, as he afterwards confessed, 
that he would no longer object to proposals 
of peace, if they were compatible with his 
honour. Edward was faithful to his vow ; 
and when peace was concluded, the Prince 
of Wales, with his two brothers, accom- 
panied by the king of France and other 
lords, went on foot to the church of Our 
Lady at Boulogne, where they made their 
offerings most devoutly, and thanked the 
Queen of heaven for the blessings of peace. — 
(Froissart, Lingard, MeyeTUS, Annal, Flandr., 
& Sum, aur,y torn, xi.) 
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OUR LADrS CHAPEL, FERNYHALGH, 
LANCASHIRE, 

lENYHALGH, anciently Fernhough 
or Fernyhough, is situated three 
miles north of Preston. The traditional 
account of Our Lady's well and chapel here, 
runs as follows. 

In the year I47i,a virtuous and wealthy 
merchant, in great distress upon the Irish 
sea, had recourse for personal safety to 
Him " whom the winds and sea obey," and 
made a vow, in case he escaped the danger, 
to acknowledge the favour of his preserva- 
tion by some remarkable work of piety. 
After this the fury of the storm abated, 
and a favourable wind wafted the ship on 
to the coast of Lancashire. Whilst he thank- 
fully reflected on his wonderful deliverance 
from shipwreck, and was anxiously seeking 
by what pious act he might fulfil his vow, 
he was told by an unknown voice to ^o 
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to a spot called Fernhough, and erect a 
chapel where he would find a crab-tree 
bearing fruit without core, and under it 
a spring of clear water. In compliance 
with this singular admonition he spared 
no toil or trouble in travelling about in 
order to find the place, but all in vain, 
until at length he arrived at Preston, where, 
having taken up his lodgings for the night, 
the housemaid came in and excused her 
late return, occasioned as she said by seek- 
ing and following a stray cow as far as 
Fernhough. This purely accidental men- 
tion of the place the traveller sought for, 
revived his weary spirit, and with a heart 
full of joy, he took his night's rest. In 
the morning he made the necessary inquiry, 
and a guide conducted him to Femyhalgh, 
where, to his great satisfaction, he found 
the crab-tree and the spring as it had been 
foretold him. Another and more worthy 
object, moreover, presented itself unexpect- 
edly to his view, namely, an image of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, until then undis- 
covered. The spring was in consequence 
called " Our Lady's well ; " and the chapel 
he caused forthwith to "be et^cX,^^ \i%xd b^ 
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was dedicated to the Mother of God, and 
received the name of " Our Lady's chapel 
at Fernyhalgh." 

In the " Calendar of Pleadings," the third 
year of Philip and Mary, it is stated that 
Fernyhalgh chapel was a chantry. The 
Queen also writes to Sir Eichard Sherborn, 
knight, and others, "respecting the lands, 
bells, chalices, plate, jewels, &c., at Ferny- 
halgh in the parish of Preston." 

In king Edward's time the chapel was 
suppressed ; afterwards portions of its 
materials were removed, and made use of 
in the building of a manor house. The 
Catholics in the neighbourhood continued 
to assemble and pray together at Our Lady's 
well on Sundays and holidays, especially 
on the feasts of the Blessed Virgin, even 
in the severest times of persecution. Some 
devout and pious persons acknowledged 
that they received great and extraordinary 
benefits by visiting Our Lady's well at 
Fernyhalgh. In 1684 a new chapel was 
erected not far off, the ruins of the old 
one being still in existence ; nay, people 
living in 1 8 1 6 afi&rmed that in their youth 
^ome traces of it were a\,\\\ ^\^q.^tk^^, 
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The crab-tree bearing fruit without core, 
which formerly grew over the Lady Well, 
was cut down by some malevolent person 
in the beginning of this century. The site 
of the original chapel is now completely 
obliterated by the culture of the soil ; the 
spot where it stood is still pointed out in 
a field a little above "Our Lady's welL" 
The latter is situated at the foot of a steep 
bank, and is neatly surrounded with hewn 
freestone. — (P. A. Whittle, F.S.A.) 

Mary's love for solitude and silence. 

I. 

" Lo, I have gone far ofif flying away ; 
and I abode in the wilderness " {Fs. liv.). 
At an early age the Blessed Virgin Mary 
left her father's house ; she fled from the 
allurements and distractions of the world, 
to hide herself in the solitude of the temple 
of the Lord. Is it possible to live in the 
midst of the contagion of the world, without 
catching its infection ? Frequently repair 
to solitude where you may breathe a purer 
air. But "what shall the solitude of the 
f)ody profit you," aaka St. Gx^^qyy, " if you 
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lack the soKtude of the heart?" Ketire- 
ment must only be considered as a means 
of fixing our attention and our affections 
upon God and heavenly things. Learn 
from Mary the love and practice of the 
solitude of the heart, which you can keep 
even in the midst of the world, when duty 
or charity calls you there. 

II. 

" I will lead her into the wilderness: and 
I will speak to her heart" (Osee ii.). In 
the noise and turmoil of the world we can- 
not hear the voice of God, nor distinguish 
its sweet accents. "A sower went out 
to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some 
fell by the way side, and it was trodden 
down, and the fowls of the air devoured it " 
(Luke viii.). But when we are in solitude 
and retirement, we are able to listen with- 
out distraction to the Divine inspirations. 
When the archangel Gabriel was sent to 
Mary to bring her the heavenly message 
of the Incarnation, he found her in solitude, 
as St. Ambrose says : " He found her alone, 
in retirement, without companion, without 
witness." You complain ol \i\v!^ ifc{s.^\!L^^ 
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of light and inspirations from above ; follow 
Mary in her solitude, and God will speak 
to your heart. 

III. 

Silence and solitude are two sisters ; the 
one without the other is impossible, or fruit- 
less. As the Blessed Virgin Mary always 
lived in solitude, so she also observed a 
very strict silence, and spoke only when 
necessity or utility required it. St. Ber- 
nardine of Siena describes her seven words 
recorded in the Gospel, saying : " She spoke 
twice with the Angel, twice with Elisabeth, 
twice with her Son, and once with the 
waiters at the marriage feast." You cannot 
well converse with God and with creatures 
at the same time. Love silence if you wish 
to advance in perfection. We read in the 
book of Job that Sophar said : " Shall a 
man full of talk be justified ? " {Joh oci.) 
To which St. Gregory replies : " A loquacious 
man shall not make much progress in 
virtue " {Moral, x, 2.). Piety becomes tepid 
and gradually diminishes by useless conver- 
sation, whereas it is strengthened and pre- 
aerved by silence. 
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Conclusion, — Learn to have a great esteem 
for solitude. You must love it, desire it, 
seek it, and sanctify it. Endeavour to 
acquire the practice of silence by a frequent 
and careful examination. Silence and soli- 
tude must be your companions in the school 
of perfection. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

Blessed Virgin Mary, perfect example 
of an interior life, in whose heart God had 
prepared for Himself a worthy dwelling- 
place, may thy most pure heart be the 
model of mine ! Mary, I humbly beseech 
thee, help me to form in my heart a holy 
solitude, where I may converse familiarly 
with God. 



WONDERFUL DEDICATION OF OUR LADY'S 

TEMPLE. 



About the year 11 7 5, St. Lawrence, Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, came to England to trans- 
act some business relating to the affairs of 
his diocese. Having successfully completed 
his task he set out on his letotn \wixvi^^ ^ 
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and arrived at the seaport. Here, however, 
he was delayed for a considerable time, as 
owing to contrary winds the vessel could 
not sail. 

Not very far from the seaport town there 
was a religious establishment, attached to 
which was a new church recently erected in 
honour of Our Blessed Lady. The sacred 
edifice was entirely completed ; but it had 
not yet been dedicated, owing to the pro- 
tracted absence of the bishop of the diocese. 
It happened one night that a monk who was 
keeping the watch Over the new structure, 
was favoured with a heavenly vision. The 
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to him in 
great glory and beauty ; and whilst he was 
contemplating her with admiration and joy, 
the Mother of God addressed him, saying : 
" What is the cause that this temple built 
in my honour, having for some time past 
been completed, is not yet consecrated?" 
The monk answered that the delay was 
attributable to the absence of the bishop, 
and that it was not known when he would 
return. " That bishop," replied the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, "shall not dedicate my temple ; 
but in the neighbouikoodL Xk^x^ ^ ^ certain 
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Lawrence, Archbishop of Dublin, for whose 
arrival I was waiting ; go, and tell him to 
consecrate this church, for the contrary winds 
shall not allow him to return to his diocese 
until he has complied with my request." 
The next morning a diligent inquiry was 
made for St. Lawrence ; and when he was 
found the monk related his vision to him. 
The holy bishop was at first doubtful how 
to act, for he was reluctant to perform the 
ceremony of consecrating the church with- 
out the consent of the diocesan bishop. 
After much reflection and prayer he at 
length resolved to comply with the will of 
God shown in the monk's vision, and he 
dedicated Our Lady's temple with great 
solemnity and devotion. Having offered 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, he partook 
of a frugal repast, together with the monks 
and the founder of the church. And when 
they were at table, lo and behold ! the wind, 
which had so constantly blown from the 
same quarter, all of a sudden changed its 
direction and became favourable. St. Law- 
rence, full of joy and gratitude, immedi- 
ately embarked, and safely arrived at his 
destination. 
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From that time, says Surius,* a great 
number of miracles happened in this won- 
derful temple through Mary's intercession. 
But at present the place where it . stood is 
unknown. — {Summa aurea, torn, xii.) 

* A Carthusian monk who lived in the 1 6th century. 
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JESMONT, OR /ESMOND, NORTHUMBER- 
LAND, 

|HE large and thriving town of 
Newcastle, situated on the north 
bank of the river Tyne, ten miles from 
its mouth, was known, previous to the 
Conquest, by the name of " Monkchester/* 
from the number of its monastic institu- 
tions. One of the principal thoroughfares 
is called "Pilgrim Street." It is perhaps 
not generally known whence this street 
derives its appellation. It leads to an 
ancient, now all but forgotten spot, in a 
village called " Jesmont," " Jesumunde," or, 
as it is sometimes written in ancient docu- 
ments, " Jesumuth," a corruption of " Jesus- 
mount." This place is in a township of 
the parish of St. Andrew's, and about a 
mile and a half distant from Newcastle. 

In the locality formerly known as " Jes- 
mont grove," are the ruins of a very ancient 
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chapel dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. The chapel and hospital adjoining 
seem to have been founded in the reign 
of King Henry L* In the year 1359, 
Sir Alexander de Hilton, in the county 
palatine of Durham, and Matilda his wife, 
the two patrons of the chapel, presented 
it to Sir William of Heighington, to be 
chaplain, who was accordingly instituted 
by Thomas Hatfield, Bishop of Durham. 

Near the ruins of the chapel is St. 
Mary's well, which in times past was held 
in great estimation by the Catholic people. 
This holy well had as many steps down 
to it as there are articles in the Creed. 

Grey says in his Chronography : " With 
great confluence and devotion, people came 
from all parts of the island to the shrine 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary here." Bourne 
also observes: "It was resorted to by 
pilgrims from all parts of the kingdom." 
There was an inn in the above-mentioned 
Pilgrim Street, at which the pilgrims on 
their visits to the shrine of- Our Lady of 
Jesmont are said to have lodged. 

The venerable old chapel is small, but 

* Of. CobbetVa Hi^ife. oi'RftiQtm. 
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highly interesting ; its plan is rather irre- 
gular, and its architecture belongs to various 
periods. The broken arch of the doorway 
is supported by heavy Norman columns; 
and in the windows portions of the ancient 
Gothic tracery are still visible. The floor is 
strewed with fragments of corbels, mould- 
ings, and broken arches. There are in the 
chapel three piscinas, which gives us an 
idea of the numerous masses that were 
celebrated in this place. The little edi- 
fice is mantled with ivy; its situation is 
very picturesque, and it may properly be 
called "a sweet little spot." The water 
issuing forth from St. Mary's well forms a 
small stream ; it bathes the foot of the 
eminence on which the chapel stands, 
and casts itself at a short distance in the 
valley into the river Ouseburn, here called 
" Jesmond Dene." As we stand here, sur- 
rounded by the luxuriant beauty of nature, 
contemplating the remains of the venerable 
sanctuary, once the life and the glory of the 
scene, we are forcibly reminded of her who 
still seems to say from her ruined dwell- 
ing-place: "I am the flower of the field, 
and the lily of the valleys" (^Caut, %'v.>^^ 
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of her whom the Church invokes with the 
sweet title of "Mystical Eose," who fills 
with the fragrant odour of her virtues the 
spiritual garden of the Spouse of Christ 

Dugdale informs iis that "the hospital 
of Jesmont, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, about a mile from Newcastle, was 
granted, with its chapel, in the third year of 
Edward VI., to the mayor and corporation of 
Newcastle, and was by them assigned over 
in the following year to Sir Eobert Brand- 
ling, knight." — {Mackenzie's Northumi., Zhbg- 
dale*8 Mon.y & Curios, of Gr, Br,) 



Mary's trust in providence. 



I. 

God is our Creator. He Himself takes 
care of us, and protects us with as much 
kindness and vigilance as if, in the wide 
expanse of His dominions, He had no other 
creature to preserve than each one of us in 
particular. Is there anything more reliable 
than the vigilant eye of Providence that 
watches over us, and the strong arm ready 
to help us in danger ? Let us learn from 
the Mother of God ^itti ^hat sweet con- 
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fidence this truth ought to fill our heart. 
"In those days there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus, that the whole world 
should be enrolled, every one in his own city. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee to 
Bethlehem, with Mary his espoused wife " 
{Liike ii). This long journey must, natu- 
rally speaking, have appeared difficult to 
the Blessed Virgin. But worse than that, 
as they were poor, " there was no room for 
them in the inn.'* What shall become of 
her now ? Who will take care of her ? She 
fears not : Providence is watching over her ; 
she finds shelter in a stable, and there she 
brings forth the Saviour of the world. 

II. 

When the Magi were departed, " Behold 
an angel of the Lord appeared in sleep to 
Joseph, saying : Arise, and take the child 
and His mother, and fly into Egypt and be 
there until I shall tell thee" (Matt ii,). 
What new and unexpected trial for the 
Blessed Virgin Mary ! She might have 
asked, could they not wait untU day- 
light appeared ? What means had they to 
pertoTm this long journey'^, ^or^ ^^-vi^ 
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they support themselves in Egypt ? How 
long were they to remain there ? Could 
the Son of God not escape death by 
some other means ? All these questions 
might have suggested themselves to us ; but 
Mary trusted in God. His Providence 
would guide them in the darkness of night, 
protect them on their wearisome journey, 
and provide for them in a strange country. 
Oh how far is your trust in God*s Providence 
from that of the Blessed Virgin Mary ! 

III. 

What is the cause of your anxiety ? 
What do you desire ? What do you seek ? 
" Why are you fearful, ye of little faith ? 
Then rising up He commanded the winds 
and the sea, and there came a great calm " 
{Matt viii.). What makes you uneasy con- 
cerning your temporal wants ? Is there not a 
Providence that watches over you ? " Con- 
sider the ravens, for they do not sow, nor do 
they reap, and God f eedeth them. Consider 
the lilies, how they grow ; they labour not, 
neither do they spin. But I say to you, not 
even Solomon, in all his glory, was clothed 
like one of these. Se^\L 'j^ ^t^\» ^\ifc ^m^dom. 
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of God and His justice ; and all these things 
shall be added unto you " {Liike xii). Let 
us, like Mary, in the first place fulfil our 
duties with regard to God ; as to the rest, 
we must trust in Providence. 

Conclusion, — Be not too anxious concern- 
ing your temporal wants. Do your duty, 
and trust in God. In all the occurrences of 
this life, especially in adversity, remember 
that Providence watches over you. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

Teach me, O Blessed Virgin Mary, a 
lesson of childlike trust in Divine Pro- 
vidence ! The Lord always watches over 
me ; do thou, O dearest Mother, also take 
care of me ! In all my trials, in all my 
necessities, I will rely upon God, and upon 
thee. Do not forsake me, O Mother of 
mercy, but be my help in need, my shield 
in danger ! 

MARY ASSISTS A PIOUS KING IN BATTLE. 

Arthur, a prince of the tribe of the 
" Silures/' appears to have coTmxi'^TkW^^ \s:®» 
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martial career about the year 500. His 
early history is placed in the north of 
England ; but he soon devoted all his 
exertions to stopping the progress of the 
Saxons in the south. It is asserted that he 
was victorious in twelve battles. This pious 
king never commenced to fight without hav- 
ing recommended himself to Mary's pro- 
tection. He had a figure of the Mother of 
God wrought in his dress, and another 
painted in the interior of his golden shield. 
Mary was a shield to him, and often 
miraculously defended his troops when he 
was at their head. If he grew weary in the 
battle, he looked at- Mary's image in his 
shield, and his strength returned. It is 
believed that this shield was in aftertimes 
exposed in a church in London, and that 
this image of the Blessed Virgin was vene- 
rated under the title of " Our Lady of 
the Shield." Alanus Insulensis mentions 
this image in his third book, where he 
says of Arthur, that " his devotion towards 
the Mother of God was so fervent that he 
had her image painted in his shield; so 
^eat was the confidence he placed in her, 
that in all necessities, m «S\^'Wi%<£t^,\!kA^as 
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accustomed to invoke her with his whole 
heart. He was never disappointed in his 
hope ; he remained invincible in all his 
battles ; and owing to Mary's help and pro- 
tection he was always victorious over his 
enemies." 

William of Malmesbury relates that at 
the siege of Bath, Arthur, relying upon the 
assistance of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
whose image he wore in his dress, killed 
with his own hand 900 of his enemies. 

This valiant and pious prince was mortally 
wounded at the battle of Camlan, in Corn- 
wall, in the year 542 ; hewas conveyed by 
sea to Glastonbury, where he died, and was 
buried in the abbey church of Our Lady. 

Arthur's devotion survived in his chil- 
dren and successors ; they imitated his love 
for the Blessed Virgin Mary ; they began to 
wear the image of the Mother of God in 
their arms, instead of the profane figure 
represented therein before; and in this 
manner they perpetuated the memory of 
Arthur's piety. — {SumToa aurta, torn, xi,, 
& Fenny Cyclop.) 
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57: MARY'S ABBEY, YORK, 

IHOETLY before the Norman Con- 
quest, Siward, the Danish earl of 
Northumberland, laid the foundation of 
a monastery near the walls of York; the 
building, however, did not advance beyond 
the erection of a church. The foundation 
was laid anew, and a great part of the 
monastery completed by William Eufus. 
About the year 1074, as Eoger of Hoveden, 
an ancient writer, relates, three monks of 
St. Benedict, Aldwin, Elfwin, and Eemfred, 
coming to York from the kingdom of 
Mercia, by Divine inspiration, founded a 
monastery in honour of the Blessed Vugin 
Mary. The edifice was dedicated in the 
year 1088. "The first abbot," says Eoger, 
" was Stephen, the second Eichard, the third 
Gaufrid (during whose government, in 1 1 3 1, 
thirteen of the monks went to Fountains, 
where they founded an atfoe^ m \iQ\iQur of 
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Our Lady), the fourth Severinus, who is now 
at the head of the monastery." 

In the general conflagration of York in 
1 137, St. Mary's church also perished, and 
lay in ruins until the year 1 270, when Simon 
de Warwick, then abbot, commenced the 
rebuilding of it, which he lived to see com- 
pleted in twenty-two years. The abbey 
was exceedingly enriched through the gene- 
rosity of numerous benefactors, who by their 
endowments and offerings showed their love 
for the monks and for her to whom the 
establishment was dedicated. There was in 
the famous abbey church of Our Lady a 
venerable image of the Mother of God, for 
which the people had a great devotion, as we 
see from the offerings made to the Blessed 
Virgin here. It is mentioned that in 1 40 1 
a pair of amber beads, with a ring of silver 
and gold, was presented to the image ; and 
in 1402 another offering of a golden ring is 
recorded.* In those days the statues of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary were frequently 
dressed and decorated with jewels and other 
ornaments of silver and gold, as is also 
now the custom in several countries. 

* Cf. Waterton, Pietaa'^wivwi^^'t. 
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St. Mary's monastery had a mitred abbot 
who sat in parUament,^d whose retinue was 
nearly equal to that of the archbishop ; and 
when the barons of Yorkshire were sum- 
moned to the wars he sent a man to bear 
the standard of St. Mary in the king's army. 

At the Eeformation when the last abbot, 
William Thornton, surrendered to the king, 
there were fifty monks in the monastery. It 
was retained by the crown, but shared the 
fate of most of the religious houses in 
England at that period ; it was doomed to 
destruction ; and the remains of this noble 
religious establishment bear striking marks 
of the furious zeal with which that destruc- 
tion was accomplished. Though inconsider- 
able in respect of what it was, it is yet 
sufficient to show that it was one of the 
most elegant structures in the kingdom. 
The principal cause of its being so much 
reduced is truly lamentable ; for we find that 
in 1 70 1 licence was granted by William 
III. for the removal of a considerable por- 
tion of the stones of the abbey, towards the 
rebuilding of the county jail, or castle of 
York. Queen Anne again, in 1 705, granted 
a quantity of stone {lom it iot \^\mLding 



Mary's Patience, 189 

the church of St. Olave ; and in 1 7 1 7 per- 
mission was obtained to take down the 
ruins for the repairs of Beverley minster. 
The north waU of the church, consisting of 
eight bays with fine Gothic windows, is 
still standing, together with a portion of the 
east and west end. In 1827 the premises 
were granted by the crown to the Yorkshire 
Philosophical Society, to erect thereupon a 
museum, and form a botanical garden. 

The ancient seal of the abbey was found 
a few years ago ; it represents the Mother 
of God, with the following inscription: 
" Virgo pudica pia, nostri miserere Maria." 
— {Ex Sum, aur,, torn, ad., Roger of Hov., & 
Stranger's Guide) 



Mary's patience. 



I. 

We need not seek for particular proofs of 
patience in the Blessed Virgin Mary's life. 
She was almost without interruption in the 
midst of sufferings, and continually practised 
this virtue. As the rose grows up among 
thorns, so Mary grew up in the midst of 
tribulations. This earth beiiv^ ^. ^Wft. <^^ 
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merit and trial is justly called a valley of 
tears ; we all have to suffer, and by patience 
we must overcome our difficulties. In her 
sufferings Mary never uttered a word of 
complaint. She imitated on Calvary the 
silence which Jesus had observed in the 
house of the high-priest, where He held His 
peace. Thus Mary profited by all her afflic- 
tions, and was numbered among those of 
whom Jesus said : they " bring forth fruit 
in patience" {lAike viii.), 

II. 

The way of the Cross is the road to heaven. 
The Mother of God and the saints have 
trodden that path ; and all who wish one 
day to rejoice with them must do the same. 
We must pass through many tribulations, 
because God prepares a rich crown for our 
patience. "And what," asks St. Cyprian, 
" can procure us greater merit in this life, 
or greater glory in the next, than to bear 
affliction with patience?" Kot only the 
crosses that are laid upon our shoulders 
more directly by Almighty God, but also 
those which come from the hands of men, 
must be borne patieutty. An^ exo^a diffe- 
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rent from the one which you carry would not 
be good for you. Who knows better what 
is advantageous for your salvation, you or 
God ? If you chose your own cross, you 
would make a mistake. When God sends 
you a cross He proportions it to your wants 
and to your strength, — carry it, therefore, 
patiently. 

III. 

They alone who endeavour to imitate the 
patience of Jesus and Mary suflfer like true 
Christians. Your impatience will not enable 
you to shake off your crosses ; it will render 
them heavier ; it will deprive you of your 
merit, and make you guilty in the eyes of 
God. Oh how many, by their impatience, 
throw away the jewels of their crown ! How 
many are lost by the very means that were 
destined to secure their salvation ! They 
resemble the bad thief who died on Calvary 
by the side of Our Blessed Saviour, and who, 
by blaspheming the Cross, descended from 
that very cross into hell. Let us imitate 
Mary's patience at the foot of the Cross, and 
foUow the advice of St. James : " Behold the 
husbandman waiteth for the ^tec5vssKis» ^xiji^ 
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of the earth, patiently bearing till he receive 
the early and the latter rain. Be you there- 
fore also patient, and strengthen your hearts : 
for the coming of the Lord draweth near " 
{James v.). 

Conclusion. — Eeceive all your sufiferings 
and crosses from God's hand as so many 
heavenly favours. The more patiently you 
bear them, the happier you will be. " In 
your patience you shall possess your souls " 
(Luke ocxi). 

ASPIRATIONS. 

Ah, my most sweet Lady, though innocent, 
thou hast suffered with so much patience ! 
And shall I, a sinner deserving of hell, refuse 
to suffer ? My Mother, the grace which I 
this day ask thee to obtain for me, is not to 
be delivered from crosses, but to bear them 
with patience. For the love of Jesus I pray 
thee to obtain this grace for me from God. 
(St Alph.) 

MARY OBTAINS PROLONGATION OF LIFE. 

The great bishop, and bright light of holi- 
ness of the ancient an.^ Vi\\3L^\.'t\w\a «fte of 
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York, St. Wilfrid, was bom in the kingdom 
of Northumbria, towards the year 634. At 
the age of fourteen he was sent to the 
monastery of Lindisfarne, to be educated in 
the study of the sacred sciences. A desire 
pf greater improvement led him into France 
and Italy. On his return, to comply with 
the pious wishes of Alcfrid, son of Oswi, he 
founded the monastery of Eipon, which he 
also governed, and where he was ordained 
priest in the year 663. Having been pro- 
moted to the see of York in 669, he laboured 
with incredible success for the glory of 
God, and established in all the churches 
of the north the use of Plain, or Gregorian 
chant. 

This great and holy man governed the 
church of York during the long period of 
forty-five years, in very diflScult circum- 
stances. Having repeatedly to leave his see, 
through the envy of his enemies and the 
tyranny of the kings, he went to fiome three 
times, to appeal to the judgment of the 
supreme Pontiff and Pastor of the universal 
Chuych, and was each time acquitted. On 
his third return journey he fell dangerously 
ill; he had to be carried in a \iU.^\,^>2cA"i6s.- 
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rived apparently dying at Meaux in France. 
There he lay for four days and nights, his 
eyes closed, neither speaking nor eating, and 
in a state of apparent unconsciousness ; his 
breathing alone showed that he still lived. 
On the fifth day he raised himself in his 
bed, and seeing round him a crowd of monks 
who chanted the psalms, weeping, he said: 
" Where is my priest Acca ? " This was a 
monk of Lindisfarne, of great learning and 
fervour, who had accompanied him to Rome 
on his last and laborious journey. Seeing 
his master thus revived, Acca feU on his 
knees with all present to thank God. Then 
Wilfrid, having seilt away all the rest of his 
attendants, said to Acca : " I have just had 
a vision which I will only confide to you, 
and of which I forbid you to speak until I 
know the will of God regarding it. A person 
clothed in white has appeared to me ; he told 
me that he was the archangel Michael, sent 
to tell me that God had spared my life in 
answer to the prayers and tears of my 
brethren and children, as well as through 
the intervention of the Blessed Virgin His 
Mother. He added that I should yet live 
sereral years, and a\io\x\.^ ^\fe m ^^"^^^ \il my 



Mary obtains Prolongation of Life, 195 

own country, after having regained the 
greater part of that which was taken from 
me." And, in fact, the saint did recover, 
and pursued his journey without any further 
hindrance. 

It was to commemorate this kind inter- 
cession of the Mother of God, that the holy 
bishop on his return to Hexham caused the 
church of St. Mary to be erected, of which 
some remains may be seen near the great 
church of the ancient priory. It was round 
and had four porches. 

St. Wilfrid was replaced on his episcopal 
throne, and governed his church in peace. 
But when four years had elapsed from the 
time of his miraculous cure through the 
intercession of the Mother of God, he ended 
his holy life with a happy death on the 24th 
of April 709. — {ButleVy Sum, aur., torn, xi,, 
& Monks of the West,) 
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OUR LADY OF DONCASTER, IN THE 
CARMELITE CHURCH. 

I HE Carmelites or White Friars, also 
called " the Brothers of the Blessed 
Virg n Mary," * are said to descend origi- 
nally from the great prophet of th^ Lord, 
Elias the Thesbite. Albert, the holy patri- 
arch of Jerusalem, having given them 
a written rule ab6ut the year 1205, some 
members of the Order were soon afterwards 
brought over from Mount Carmel by John 
Lord Vescy, and Eichard Lord Gray of 
Codnor, when they returned from the Holy 
Land. 

The first arrival of the Carmelite friars in 
England is placed by the annals of the Order 

* Some wicked people having called thein in derision 
** Brothers of Mary of Egypt," it is related that during 
a procession at Chester, as the Carmelites passed by, a 
voice came from Our Lady's statue, saying three times : 
"Behold my brothers." This image was venerated in 
the church of St. Werbuiga. — yot.^^^^et^-^.icyi.^ 
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in the year 1 2 1 2. Towards the middle of 
the thirteenth century their first houses were 
built in Kent, whence they rapidly spread 
all over England. One of their most con- 
spicuous foundations was that of Doncaster, 
rendered famous by the venerable image of 
"Our Lady of Doncaster/' to which there 
was a great concourse of pilgrims. At pre- 
sent not a stone of the monastic buildings 
remains, and the information we can glean 
concerning it is very scanty. The establish- 
ment, founded in 1350, is thus briefly de- 
scribed by Leland: " There was a right goodly 
house of White Friars, in the middle of the 
town, now defaced." The church in which 
Our Lady of Doncaster was venerated, stood 
in the locality still called " Priory Place,*' 
off Hall-Gate. 

When De la Pryme made the survey of 
Doncaster, which is now amongst his manu- 
scripts at the museum, some portions of the 
buildings still remained. The house was 
surrendered on the 20th of November, in the 
thirtieth year of Henry VIII. After the dis- 
solution it was the residence of the family 
of Swyft, who had for a short time the title 
of Lord Carlingford. WKen VJtifirj ^^\^\ifer 
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come extinct, it was divided, and inhabited 
by various proprietors. The principal por- 
tion was the dwelling of M. Broadhead, Esq., 
whose stables stood on the site of the priory 
church. 

Amongst the marks of the great venera- 
tion in which Our Lady of Doncaster was 
held, it is recorded that when Earl Eivers 
had been unjustly put to death at Pontefract 
in 1 48 3, a hair-shirt was found on his body ;* 
it was afterwards hung up before the image 
of Our Lady of Doncaster, in remembrance 
of his devotion to the Mother of God. (Sm 
May 2d.) 

Henry VIII. was accustomed to pay for 
candles to be lighted daily during Mass 
before this holy imagcf 

But the same Henry VIII., having with 
the love of God also lost his devotion to 
Mary, caused the statue of Our Lady of 
Doncaster to be publicly burnt at Chelsea 
in the thirtieth year of his reign. — ( Weever, 
Butler, Dtcgdale's Monast, & Rev, J, Hunter's 
Hist, of Deanery of Doncaster,) 

* "Excerpta Historica," p. 244. 
t See the " Month," vol. ii. n. xii. 
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MARY OUR MODEL IN MEDITATION. 

I. 

Not only did the Blessed Virgin Mary 
frequently converse with God by vocal 
prayer, but to this she also added mental 
prayer or meditation, and sublime contem- 
plation. She performed this holy exercise 
in so perfect a manner that, as Denis the 
Carthusian says : " No inordinate affection, 
no distraction, nor any exterior occupation, 
ever diverted her mind from the light of 
contemplation." {Be laud. Virg.) Medita- 
tion is profitable to all, but necessary for 
those who aspire to perfection. St. Teresa 
tells us that " mental prayer is the means 
of acquiring all virtues." In meditation our 
mind is enlightened, our heart is inflamed, 
our will is moved. "In my meditation a 
fire shall flame out " (Ps. xxxviii,). 

II. 

"Mary kept all these words, pondering 
them in her heart " (Luke ii). When the 
Mother of God had heard the wonderful 
things which the shepherds related^ ahft ka^^t 
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them in her heart, and reflected upon them 
in meditation. We must also frequently and 
attentively consider the favours which God 
has granted us, and the truths and mysteries 
of our holy faith. How is it that the sinner 
does not feel the bitterness of sin, death, 
judgment, or of hell itself ? We find neither 
sweetness nor bitterness in things we give 
ourselves no time to taste. The reason why 
we do not relish the mysteries of the life of 
our Saviour, and the eternal truths, is be- 
cause we consider them superficially, and do 
not descend into particulars. We do not 
taste a grain of pepper or mustard if we 
swallow it whole; but if we break it in 
pieces with our teeth, it is pungent, it smarts, 
and even draws tears from our eyes. {Bodrig, 
vol, i.) 

in. 

When the Blessed Virgin Mary lived in 
the temple, she frequently meditated upon 
the sufferings which Our Blessed Eedeemer 
was to undergo. She daily assisted at the 
morning and at the evening sacrifice, with 
the greatest spiritual fervour. In these sacri- 
£ce8 she beheld, as m ammot.^k'^ \l«jaaion 
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and death of the Messias, and considered 
them with sighs and tears ; for all these legal 
sacrifices were a figure of Christ crucified. 
(B, Seeauer) After Our Lord's ascension 
into heaven, in order to meditate continually 
on the sufferings of her Divine Son, Mary, 
according to Odilone, frequently visited the 
places of Christ's nativity, passion, and burial. 
If you understood the importance of medita- 
tion like the Mother of God, and imitated 
her in this holy exercise, you would soon be 
able to say with St. Paul : "Our conversation 
is in heaven " {Phil. Hi). 

Coneliision. — Let no diflSiculty, or spiritual 
dryness, deter you from the practice of mental 
prayer. Carefully remove the obstacles that 
might prevent you from properly performing 
it, and reaping the abundant fruits thereof. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

O Blessed Virgin Mary, my soul desires to 
converse with the Lord in holy meditation ; 
but I am so full of earthly cares and affec- 
tions, that my heart is almost unfit for the 
consideration of heavenly tlam^V \. ^2s»:^ 
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thee by thy sublime contemplation, and by 
thy familiar intercourse with God, obtain for 
me some little progress in the salutary 
practice of mental prayer, and perseverance 
in my humble endeavours daily to advance 
in perfection. 

ORIGIN OF THE SCAPULAR OF MOUNT CARMEL. 

St. Simon Stock, one of the glories of 
the Order of Carmelites, was bom in Kent. 
Though he descended from a wealthy family 
he put aside the love and care of temporal 
things at the early age of twelve years, and 
retired to a solitary place. There he was 
admonished by Divine revelation to become 
a member of a religious order recently intro- 
duced into Europe from the East. Simon, 
who had then lived a recluse for twenty 
years, joined the Order in 121 2. Three 
years later he was appointed vicar-general, 
with full powers over all the western pro- 
vinces; and in 1245 he was chosen the 
sixth general of his Order, in a chapter held 
at Aylesford. Soon after he had been pro- 
moted to this dignity the saint instituted 
the Confraternity of the Scapular, which he 
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had received from the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in the following miraculous manner. 

One day he besought the Mother of God, 
according to his custom, to protect and bless 
the Order, which was as yet little known 
and only began to take root in Europe ; and 
he addressed her in the following terms : 
"0 flos Carmeli, vitis florigera, splendor 
coeli, virgo puerpera, singularis Mater, mitis, 
sed viri nescia, Carmelitis da privilegia, 
Stella maris!" That is: "0 flower of 
Carmel, blooming vine, splendour of heaven, 
sweet Virgin-Mother all excelling, knowing 
not man, grant thy privileges to the Carmel- 
ites, O star of the sea ! " The Blessed Virgin 
Mary thereupon appeared to him, and gave 
him the scapular, saying : " Dilectissime fili, 
recipe tui ordinis scapulare, mese confrater- 
nitatis signum, tibi et cunctis Carmelitis 
privilegium, in quo quis morions setemum non 
patietur incendium. Ecce signum salutis, 
salus in periculis, foedus pacis, et pacti 
sempiterni." — " My dear son, receive the 
scapular of thy Order, as a sign of my con- 
fraternity, a privilege for thee and all the 
Carmelites ; whosoever dies in it shall not 
suffer the fire of helL Behold^ ife ^a ^ %\^j^ 
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of salvation, a safeguard in danger, a pledge 
of peace, and of an everlasting covenant." 
Having spoken these words the Mother of 
God disappeared. 

The Confraternity of the Scapular was 
approved, and favoured with many privileges 
by several popes. St. Simon cured many 
sick persons by giving them the scapular; 
and the reputation of these miracles moved, 
amongst others, king Edward I. to enrol his 
name in this sodality. 

The following is the first miracle recorded 
as having taken place in connection with 
the scapular. 

St. Simon having gone to Winchester, the 
dean came to him, beseeching him to assist 
his brother who had led a very bad life, and 
now at the point of death had fallen into 
despair, obstinately refusing to confess his 
sins. The holy man found him grinding his 
teeth, his mouth covered with froth, and his 
eyes turning like a rabid dog ; he appeared 
to be dying, bereft of reason. St. Simon 
made the sign of the cross over him, and 
placed the scapular round his neck, fer- 
vently praying that he might not become 
A prey of the devil, amc^ C\ma\. \v»»^ ^\i<^ 
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His precious blood for him. Suddenly the 
dying man recovered his reason and his 
speech, and signing himself with the sign of 
the cross, all in tears, he exclaimed : " Woe 
is to me, for I am in danger of eternal dam- 
nation ! My sins are multiplied beyond the 
number of the sands of the sea ! Have pity 
on me, God, whose mercy exalteth jus- 
tice ! " And turning to the holy general, h^ 
added : " Father, help me : I wish to make 
my confession." Having confessed his sins 
he publicly renounced all commerce with 
the devil, and received the last Sacraments 
with great signs of repentance. He made 
his will, restored all ill-gotten goods, asked 
forgiveness for all his injuries, and breathed 
hia soul in peace. After his death he ^p^ 
peared to his brother, who was still in gre^t 
doubt about his salvation, and told him that 
he had died in the friendship of God, by the 
grace of the holy habit, and the protectiou 
of the Queen of Heaven. 

St. Simon finished his mortal career in 
1265, in the hundredth year of his age.— 
(J)eeor Carmeli, Sutler, & Svmma aipr^d,, 
torn, m.) 
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LINCOLN CA THEDRAL. 

IINCOLN" is built on the southern 
slope, and at the foot of a hill, 
on the summit of which stands the noble 
cathedral church of Our Blessed Lady. 
Paulinus, as Bede asserts, preached the 
word of God in this place, and first of all 
converted to our holy faith the governor, 
Blecca, with his whole family. He also 
erected in the city a stone church. William 
I. built a strong castle on the ridge of the 
hill; and about the same time Eemigius, 
Bishop of Dorchester, transferred his epis- 
copal see hither. The church built by 
Paulinus being now utterly decayed, Eemi- 
gius, as Huntingdon says, "purchased lands 
in the highest part of the city, and built a 
church strong and fair, in a fair spot, to the 
Virgin of virgins, in spite of all the oppo- 
sition from the A.tc\Oo\a\\o^ qI X<^\k, who 
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claimed the ground as his own." Eemigius 
laid, in 1088, the foundation of the new 
temple, which he had the satisfaction of see- 
ing ready for consecration in the year 1092. 
But when all things for the solemnity were 
prepared, he unexpectedly died, on the very 
eve of this long-looked- for day. The people 
might have wondered by what secret judg- 
ment of God he was so suddenly taken away, 
and not sufi'ered to see his work crowned, had 
they not known that his life had been pleas- 
ing to the Lord, and that he was called away 
like another Moses, who was not allowed to 
enter into the land of promise. 

The dedication, however, was not delayed, 
but performed by Eobert Bloett, one of the 
many bishops present, who was also im- 
mediately elected to succeed the deceased 
prelate. 

The cathedral having been partly de- 
stroyed by fire in 1 124, it was repaired by 
Alexander, the third bishop, who vaulted 
the aisles with stone ; but the great tower 
falling some time after, St. Hugh of Bur- 
gundy, who succeeded to the see in 1 186, 
found it necessary to undertake the re-erec- 
tion oi a great part of the ed\^\e^. 'fta.V^'^ 



2o8 The Pilgrim's May- Wreath. 

ever, built only the eastern portion, from the 
great transept to the end of the choir, and 
the chapter-house. The nave and transept 
were erected by Bishops Hugh de Wells and 
Grosseteste. Henry de Lexington, the next 
prelate, enlarged the church towards the 
east, extending the choir. Many additions 
were afterwards made, until about the 
year 1400, when the building seems to 
have attained its completion. The chapels, 
oratories, and other ornamental structures 
subsequently introduced, may be regarded as 
so many superfluous additions. The entire 
length of the building is 524 feet, the great 
transept is 222 feet long, and the width of 
the body of the cathedral is 80 feet. 

The Lady chapel is at the east end. Here, 
probably, was kept the large image of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, which is thus de- 
scribed : " A great image of Our Lady, sitting 
in a chair silver and gilt, with four poles, 
two of them having arms (escutcheons) in 
the top before, having upon her head a 
crown silver and gilt, set with stones and 
pearls, a chaplet with stones and pearls 
about her neck, and a jewel depending 
tberefroni ; in Ker Yiaafli ^Vva laas a. aceptre 



Lincoln Cathedral, 209 

with one flower set with stones and pearls, 
and a bird in the top thereof. Her Child 
sits upon her knee, having a crown on His 
head, with a diadem set with pearls and 
stones, having a ball with a cross silver and 
gilt in his left hand, and at either of His 
feet a scutcheon of arms." 

Cannaert mentions Lincoln among the 
famous places to which pilgrimages were 
made in the Middle Ages from the city of 
Ghent in Flanders : — 

" T'ons. Vrauwe te Sallebry (Salisbury). 
T'ons. Vrauwe te Walsinghe. 
T'ons. Vrauwe Lincole." * 

The sarcophagus of Bishop Remigius, who 
came hither from Dorchester in 1072, may 
be seen in the nave, near the transept, where 
it has been placed in 1 872, with the follow- 
ing inscription : — 

" Depositum ut fertur Eemigii Dorcaces- 
trensis primum deinde Lincolniensis Epis- 
copi et hujus Ecclesiae fundatoris, A.S. 1072, 
restitutum A.S. 1872." — {Camden, Wm, 
of Jd^almesb.y Bugdale, & Beaut of Engl, and 

Wales) 

* Cannaert, p. 3$^ 

o 
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Mary's purity. 



I. 

Let us consider Mary, a pure and imma- 
culate Virgin, under the emblem of a lily 
among thorns. Oh who shall find expressions 
to describe the singular purity of the Mother 
of God ! Listen to the words of the Evan- 
gelist : " And the virgin's name was Mary " 
{Luke i). " The angel was sent to a virgin," 
says St. Bernard, " a virgin in body, a virgin 
in mind, a virgin in profession ; in a word, a 
virgin, according to the apostle's description, 
holy in soul and body " {Sup, Miss.), In the 
thorns we may see a symbol of the rebellion 
of the flesh, common to the generality of the 
children of Adam ; or the inferiority of the 
other virgins who, compared to Maty, are 
like thorns compared to a lily. " Hail ! im- 
maculate lily ! Hail, Virgin of virgins! Hail, 
Virgin most pure ! " 

II. 

Oh what singular blessings did Mary 

obtain by her purity ! She is represented by 

Judith, whom the high priest, and those \rtio 

were with him, blessed, s^.ym^\ '' Tt^axj^^^^V^a 
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glory of Jerusalem, thou art the joy of Israel, 
thou art the honour of our people : for thou 
hast done manfully, and thy heart has been 
strengthened, because thou hast loved chas- 
tity" (Judithxv.), Ohhowgreat is, even upon 
earth, the happiness of the virgins, and of 
those who lead a pure and chaste life ! The 
heavenly Spouse looks down upon the vir- 
gins with singular complacency. A virgin is 
a temple consecrated to the Lord in a special 
manner. The Blessed Virgin is, on account 
of her purity, compared to a closed garden 
and a sealed fountain. How great must have 
been the beauty of Mary's purity in the eyes 
of God, since of her followers it is written : 
" Oh hoW; beautiful is the chaste generation 
with glory ! " ( Wisdom iv) 

III. 

St. Ambrose, describing the priceless worth 
of the treasure of chastity, says : " He who 
has preserved chastity is an angel ; he who 
has lost it, is a devil." And how many, alas ! 
sully this beautiful virtue ! Is it not true, 
nowadays, what St. Eemigius said in his 
time, that, " with the exception of the little 
children, the greatest numbei ac^ ftL-KOKoa^ 
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through the vice of imptirity " ? (Selva, P, I .) 
The reason of their fall is their neglect in 
adopting the means of conquering the impure 
enemy, 'which especially consist in mortifi- 
cation, and avoiding the occasions. Let us 
take courage and gird our loins ! Mary goes 
before us : "After her shall virgins be brought 
to the king : they shall be brought with glad- 
ness and rejoicing " (Ps. xliv). The longer 
and severer the struggle, the more glorious 
is the victory. There is in heaven a special 
aureola or crown of virginity. St. John saw 
the Lamb upon Mount Sion, and heard as the 
voice of harpers : " And they sang as it were 
a new canticle before the throne. . . These 
are they who were not defiled with women : 
for they are virgins. These follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth " {Apoc. xiv,). 

Conclusion, — Eemember that you carry the 
treasure of chastity in an earthen vessel. To 
be chaste you must fight continually against 
the enemy who is within you. But it is 
better to fight now than to burn in hell 
hereafter. The enemy is strong ; but, with 
God* 8 grace and Mary's kind assistance, the 
rictoTjr is yours. 
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ASPIRATIONS. 

immaculate dove, lily of purity, 
Mother ever virgin, I will always have 
recourse to thee in my temptations, 
Blessed Virgin Mary, who didst surpass the 
angels in purity, obtain for me a great love 
and esteem for the virtue of chastity, that I 
may follow thee at least at a distance ! Keep 
me from all dangerous occasions, help me in 
difficult circumstances, fight for me against 
the sting of the flesh ! Queen of virgins, 
pray for me ! 

THE DEVIL OF IMPURITY CONQUERED 
THROUGH MARY. 

St. Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, so well known 
by the emblematic lily of his virginal purity, 
was born in Burgundy in the year 1 1 40. 
He lost his mother before he was eight years 
old, and was educated from that age in a 
house of regular canons. Being blessed 
with a happy genius, he made great progress 
in every branch of learning to which he 
applied himself; and at the age of nineteen 
he became a Carthusian monk. God per- 
mitted that he had much to axjiSet ^o\£l '^^ 
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domestic enemy who is always with us and 
within us, the sting of the flesh, of which 
St. Paul, in similar circumstances, says: 
" There was given me a sting of my flesh, 
an angel of Satan, to buffet me. For which 
thing I thrice besought the Lord, that it 
might depart from me : and He said to me, 
My grace is suflScient for thee " (2 Cor, xii). 
The interior conflicts which St. Hugh sus- 
tained served to purify his soul, and made 
him more fervent and watchful. When he 
had been promoted to the dignity of prior, 
and governed the Carthusian monastery of 
Witham in Somersetshire, the devil of im- 
purity seemed to attack the saint with more 
violence, and to take, as it were, from the 
new ofi&ce which he filled a fresh occasion 
of assaulting him. But St^ Hugh gained the 
victory in this long and painful combat, 
through the protection of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, to whom he constantly had recourse 
in all dangers of temptation. A Carthusian, 
monk, a man of great repute of sanctity, 
having departed this life, appeared to the 
saint whilst he was in prayer, and said to 
him : " The Mother of God has graciously 
beard thy suppli(ia\)ioi!i'a \ ^^^ ^Jcctovj.^ laat 
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intercession thou art confirmed in chastity." 
Great was the joy of St. Hugh on receiv- 
ing this heavenly message; fervent were 
his expressions of gratitude to Mary, the 
Queen of purity. From that time a de- 
lightful peace succeeded his former dangers 
and conflicts ; and this peace, which the 
Blessed Virgin Mary had obtained for him, 
amply repaid him for his past efforts and 
constancy. 

St. Hugh defended the immunities of 
the church of Lincoln against Henry II., 
Eichard I., and King John, saying that 
"he would never suffer any infringement 
of the rights of the church which he 
had completed in honour of Our Blessed 
Lady." 

The saint took ill in London ; he distinctly 
foretold his happy death, and spent all his 
time in fervent addresses to God and the 
Blessed Virgin. Whilst he was repeating 
the words of the canticle of Simeon, who 
received the Divine Infant from Mary's 
hands : " Now Thou dost dismiss Thy ser- 
vant, Lord, according to Thy word, in 
peace," he calmly expired, November 1 7th, 
1200. 
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His body was embalmed and conveyed 
to St. Mary's cathedral, Lincoln, with extra- 
ordinary pomp. — (Butler, & Summa aurea, 
torn, osii, Surius de vitis SS.) 
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THE ABBE V OF CROWLAND, OR CROYLAND, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

OWAEDS the close of the seventh 
century, Guthlake, a young man of 
noble birth, renouncing the military pro- 
fessioD, entered at the age of twenty-four 
on a life of solitude, and passed into the isle 
of Croyland on St. Bartholomew's day, 699. 
Here a church was built; and Guthlake, 
having been ordained a priest by Hedda, 
Bishop of Dorchester, was favoured by 
Almighty God with the gifts of prophecy 
and miracles. Ethelbald, heir to the crown 
of Mercia, being pursued by his cousin 
Ceolred, who had usurped the throne, came 
hither to St. Guthlake his confessor. The 
saint comforted him with the assurance that 
he would obtain the crown without bloodshed; 
in gratitude Ethelbald promised to found a 
monastery on the very spot. Being seated 
on the throne, the king hastened to ^.q.q,q.\s^- 
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plish his vow. He sent for Kenulph, a 
Benedictine monk of Evesham, and granted 
him for the support of the monastery the 
whole isle of Croyland, with other gifts of 
money. The first building is said to have 
been of timber, and because of the marshy 
character of the soil it was founded upon 
piles. It appears from the charter of Ethel- 
bald, dated 716, that the abbey was dedi- 
cated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and St. 
Bartholomew, whose thumb was kept here. 
St. Guthlake also had his shrine in this place. 
Berthulf, king of Mercia, in his royal privilege 
dated 8 5 1, says: "Hsec est herseditas Domini, 
dos Ecclesiae Christi, solum Sanctse Mariae, et 
Beati Bartholomaei apostoli." 

In 870 the Danes burned the abbey, and 
kiUed the abbot, with about eighty monks. 
The others who had fled with the relics soon 
afterwards returned. The monastery, how- 
ever, did not rise out of its ruins until the 
year 946, when Turketil, who was cousin to 
three kings, and chancellor to King Edred, 
rebuilt the abbey. This pious man, with 
Edred's consent, resigned his honours, and 
having become a monk was made abbot in 
94S. In the year 1091 \JDLfe TCLQ»m&tftXY was 
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destroyed by fire ; but was again rebuilt in 
1 1 1 2, under the auspices of Abbot Joffred, 
chiefly by the contributions of the pious 
people who availed themselves of the in* 
dulgences granted to help forward this re- 
ligious undertaking. The foundation-stone 
of the new structure was laid on the feast of 
SS. Perpetua and Felicitas, when there were 
5000 persons present, together with a great 
number of prelates and nobles. The abbot 
himself laid the first corner stone on the east 
side, and after him every nobleman, accord- 
ing to his dignity, laid his stone : some gave 
money, others writings by which they offered 
their lands, tenths of sheep, and other tithes, 
measures of wheat, a certain number of 
workmen or masons. The common people, 
also, with emulation and great devotion, 
offered — some money, some one day's work 
every month, some to build whole pillars, 
others pedestals, and others certain parts of 
the walls. " Hereby you may see," remarks 
Gibson, "how by small contributions great 
works arose." 

Amongst the treasures of this renowned 
sanctuary of the Mother of God was a relic 
of Our Lady's hair, kept m ^ ^j^^s^ 
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. pyx.* Ingulphus, who was abbot here about 
the year 1050, tells us that Emperor Henry, 
who had received this relic from Hugh, king 
of France, gave it to St. Mary's Church, 
Croyland. St. Gregory of Tours, in his first 
book " of the Glory of the Martyrs," speaks 
of some relics of Our Lady, through which, 
to his own knowledge, miracles had been 
wrought; and amongst them he mentions 
the relic of the hair of the Blessed Virgin, 
which Hugh, king of France, gave to Emperor 
Henry. Faustus in his " Life of St. Maur," 
and other trustworthy authors, assert that 
this hair kept its original fair colour, and 
that time had not tarnished its gloss. 

Our Lady's altar here is mentioned as 
early as the year 1000, when the relics of 
St. Neot were placed near it. After the fire 
of 1 09 1, the edifices were rebuilt, repaired, 
and enlarged at various periods. The Lady 
chapel was erected on the north side of the 
choir, by William de Croyland, a monk, 
about the year 1420. On the south side of 
the church was another altar of the Blessed 
Virgin, before which there were stands to 

* Trombelli, de reliquiis B. V. M. Additamentom, 
Looriua, Maria Augusta. 
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hold the tapers ofifered here by the people 
to the Mother of God. 

The abbey church was originally cruciform, 
with a central tower. After the dissolution 
the transept and choir were pulled down, and 
the nave and aisles used as parish church. 
Afterwards the church was transferred to the 
north aisle, and the rest abandoned to decay, 
in which state it now remains. {Camden^ 
Sura, aur,^ torn, xi,, J)ugdale, Rosier de Marie, 
an, 23, n. 55, cfe Ingidphi Hist,yfol, 489.) 

Mary's modesty. 

I. 

In order to meditate with more fruit 
upon Mary's modesty, let us make a few 
considerations on this virtue in general. 
Modesty regulates our exterior behaviour, 
and teaches us to control ourselves in our 
words and jests. It keeps us within due 
bounds in the use of external things, especi- 
ally as regards dress and ornaments, accord- 
ing to our state and condition in life. This 
virtue is necessary to all, but more particu- 
larly to the young, who ought to value it 
more than gold and pieciowa ^^.cyokfts^. iisji&V 
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how many display in their attire an immo- 
derate love for novelty and vanity ! How 
many others use these exterior ornaments 
as means to make their fellow-creatures fall 
into sin ! Let us deplore their blindness. 

II. 

St. John Chrysostom speaks of Mary's 
modesty in the following terms : " The 
Blessed Virgin practised the virtues of 
modesty and temperance in the highest de- 
gree of perfection, and therefore she merited 
to be elected the Mother of God. Had 
there been a virgin endowed with greater 
modesty and purity than Mary, God would 
surely have chosen her in preference for 
His dwelling-place" {In Dom, Hypap,), 
Sophronius says that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was simple in her manners, plain 
in her dress. Her look, full of affability, 
candour, and modesty, inspired the love of 
purity. By her exterior behaviour she 
spread, like a rose or lily in a garden, the 
most fragrant odour around her. Such is 
the heavenly picture which ought to be 
the portrait of your life. 
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III. 

Modesty is the shield of innocence, the 
safeguard of chastity ; it commands respect, 
and disarms vice. Death enters into our 
soul through the senses ; our eyes especially 
frequently become our traitors ; keep them, 
therefore, modestly cast down, and do not 
satisfy your vain curiosity. Wandering 
eyes are prone to fall on dangerous objects, 
and one look may inflict a mortal wound 
upon your soul. Cast aside all useless and 
superfluous ornaments, and love modesty 
in your attire. Oh how happy are those who 
walk in the footsteps of Mary's modesty ! 
"Woe to those who neglect the duties imposed 
upon them by this virtue, and who allow 
themselves to be seduced by earthly beauty! 
Oh what sorrows, what bitter regrets, they 
are treasuring up for themselves ! 

Conclusion, — Eesolve to be modest in your 
looks, in your words, in your attire, in your 
exterior behaviour, and also interiorly in 
your soul. As the inward beauty of Mary 
made God take up His abode in her, your 
modesty will induce the same God to dwell 
in jour heart. 
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ASPIRATIONS. 

Blessed Virgin Mary, example of 
modesty, how sublime are the attractions 
of thy pure soul ! " How beautiful are thy 
steps, prince's daughter!" {fiant, vii.) 
My behaviour, Mary, ought also to be 
pleasing in the eyes of God : I will endea- 
vour to make it such. But thy prayers, thy 
intercession, thy example, are indispensable 
to me. mirror of modesty, pray for me ! 

A PORT OF SALVATION. 

The Empress Matilda, granddaughter of 
the Conqueror, received signal marks of the 
powerful protection of Mary. During the 
war which this active and resolute princess 
waged, on the part of her son Henry, 
against Stephen of Blois, she was obliged 
to cross the EngUsh Channel during very 
changeable weather. A storm soon sprang 
up, the swollen billows were charged with 
weeds and froth, the horizon assumed the 
appearance of one huge pall, and the masts 
of the vessel inclined over the waves, like 
rushes bowing before the passing wind. 
The English lords, then Caftio\\a& m x<ii!^^ 
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as well as in name, devoutly recommended 
themselves to God and the saints. Matilda 
was on deck, and her resolute though pale 
countenance did not belie the hardy and 
courageous stock from which she had 
sprung. "Despair not, friends," said the 
princess to the sailors, " Our Lady is kind 
and powerful, Our Lady will save" us. Let 
one of you mount to the topmast ; when he 
shall discover land I will chant a hymn 
to the Blessed Virgin, and I vow the erec- 
tion of a chapel in her honour on whatever 
spot we shall land." 

The Anglo-Norman princess had scarcely 
pronounced her vow when the waves calmed 
down, the wind changed, and a fresh breeze 
drove the vessel towards the coast of Nor- 
mandy. All at once the rough voice of 
the pilot was heard crying out from the 
topmast these words so impatiently ex- 
pected : " Cante, reyne ! vechi terre ! " — 
" Chant, queen ! for land appears ! " And 
the daughter of Henry I. commenced sing- 
ing, in sweet and solemn tones, a canticle to 
the Blessed Virgin, and the English barons, 
with heads uncovered and hands joined, 
joyfully took it up. 
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Soon the vessel, miraculously preserved 
from being wrecked, cast anchor in the little 
bay of Equeurdreville, in lower Normandy. 
On landing the princess's chief concern was 
to fix on the site for her chapel, and before 
leaving the harbour she herself laid the 
first stone. — {Bev, P. Powers Orsini,) 



( ^v ) 
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OUR LADY ON THE MOUNT, LYNN, 

NORFOLK. 

|YNN is believed to have existed 
before the Conquest. Henry VIII. 
emancipated the corporation from the 
feudal superiority of the bishops of Nor- 
wich, and changed the name of the place 
from " Lynn Episcopi " to " Lynn Regis." 
On the east side of the town stands 
the chapel of " Our Lady on the Mount," 
or "Eed Mount Chapel," remarkable for 
its ancient Catholic reminiscences. It 
occupies a picturesque situation near the 
old walls, now called " the walks," on 
rising ground, from which it derives its 
name " de Monte." The chapel is a small 
cruciform edifice built of stone, and is 
erected on and within the walls of a more 
ancient structure of coarse red brick, of 
octagongil shape, about 26 feet in diameter, 
having at the angles Wltv^^^^'?^ ^^^o^'sljo^^ 
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with small arches. Between the outer and 
inner building is a staircase leading to the 
upper chapel, the ceiUng of which is a 
beautiful specimen of fan tracery. 

Parkin tells us that " this religious place 
(as the ancient inhabitants say) was a 
receptacle for the pilgrims, who took it in 
their way to say their orisons at, as they 
travelled along towards that sometime 
famous and celebrated priory of Our Lady 
at Walsingham." 

There was a guild of brethren and sisters 
founded in this chapel, in the third year of 
King Edward III., under the title of the 
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
The members of the guild held four meet- 
ings in the year : the first on the Sunday 
after the Purification, or Candlemas-day, 
the second on the feast of the Annunciation, 
the third on the day of the Assumption, 
and the fourth on the feast of the Immacu- 
late Conception. It was ordained that " if 
any one of the members be summoned to 
these meetings, and he be in the town, and 
make default, he shall pay a fine of one 
penny in honour of Our Lady." 
In the year 1 509, ^^ feA Vsl \.\:^^ com.- 
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putus of the prior of^ St. Margaret's the 
following items : " De pixidib ; omnium 
sanctor. in eccles. St. Margaret, et capellis 
St. Nicholai et St. Jacobi, una cum capella 
Beatse Marise ad pontem — 6s. 4d. De ca- 
pella Beatse MarisB de Monte — i6s. lod." 
" Which shows," adds Parkin, " how great 
the Madonna here was held." 

The chapel of Our Lady on the Mount, 
"Beatse MarisB de Monte," was defaced 
before the third year of Elizabeth, as ap- 
pears from an inquisition then taken. — 
(Ch, Parkin^ & Penny Cyclop) 



Mary's love for poverty. 



I. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was of the 
royal blood of David. Her parents, SS. 
Joachim and Anne, seem to have been 
favoured with the goods of this world. 
Hence Mary could have lived comfortably 
by her paternal inheritance. But she pre- 
ferred to live in poverty, reserving for her- 
self only a small portion, and giving the 
rest in alms to the temple and to the poor. 
She was by the will ol G^odi ^^"^'^x^^^^ \i^ 
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St. Joseph, a poor artisan. The poor shep- 
herds found Mary and Joseph in a stable, 
and the Infant Jesus in a manger. The 
gifts of the Magi must have been con- 
siderable : they came not from their purse, 
but from their treasures. Mary did not 
reserve these presents for her own use, but 
gave them to the poor ; and at her Purifi- 
cation she could make no other oflfering 
but that of the poor — two turtle-doves. Let 
us learn the value of poverty from the 
love which the King and the Queen of 
heaven had for it. 

II. 

"Consider the greatness of Mary's poverty," 
says St. Chrysostom, " and if you are poor, 
be comforted." Both those who have 
embraced voluntary poverty for the love 
of God, and those who bear patiently the 
poverty and privations of this life, may with 
much spiritual joy contemplate the sublime 
poverty of Jesus and Mary. Our dear 
Saviour was poor in this world. "Being 
rich, He became poor for your sakes" (2 
Cor, via,). He declares the greatness of His 
poverty, saying : " TYv^ ioiL^'a^ "Wq^ VicAaa^ 
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and the birds of the air nests ; but the Son 
of Man hath not where to lay His head " 
{Matt, viii.). He not only practised, but 
also eulogised poverty, and recommended 
it as a means of perfection. " If thou wilt 
be perfect, go, sell what thou hast, and give 
to the poor" (Matt, xix.), AM seeing the 
young man become sorrowful and go away. 
He said : " A rich man shall hardly enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." 

in. 

Poverty leads to heaven : riches preclude 
the passage. " He hath filled the hungry 
with good things: and the rich He hath 
sent empty away" (Luke i). The rich, 
however, must not despair; for not qjily 
the poor shepherds, but also the rich kings, 
found Jesus and Mary in the stable. The 
poor are entitled by their very poverty 
to the Divine consolations, but the rich 
have to buy them with their gifts. *' The 
poor are conform to Jesus and Mary by 
their poverty; the rich are reformed in 
Christ by their liberality" (& Bon, Sp, 
B, M, V), "He who loves riches," said 
St. Philip Neri, "aliaYL n^^et "\i<b^^\S!L^ "^ 
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saint." The rich must detach their heart 
from their riches, and with these perishable 
treasures purchase the goods of heaven 
which never decay. 

Condvswn. — Are you poor through neces- 
sity, be patient. Have you embraced volun- 
tary poverty for Christ, thank Him for this 
singular blessing. If you are rich, beware 
lest your attachment to this earthly dust 
deprive you of the kingdom of heaven ; and 
give liberally to God and to the poor. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

Queen of heaven and earth, make me 
understand the priceless worth of the hidden 
gem of evangelical poverty ! Take away my 
affections from the frail and deceitful goods 
of earth ! Teach me to esteem and desire the 
riches of grace, that thy beloved Son Jesus, 
being my heart's treasure on earth, may also 
be my eternal reward in heaven ! 

A CONVERT AND MARTYR THROUGH MARY. 

Father Heath is one of the illustrious 
heroes who sealed l\i«vT i^VticL ^t\!^ their 
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blood at the time of the Eeformation. He 
was born at Peterborough in 1600, of 
Protestant parents, and was himself brought 
up a Protestant. He studied at the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge, where he was promoted 
to the high office of librarian, and in this 
quality, having access to all the sources 
of information concerning the history and 
teaching of our holy faith, he began to 
open his eyes to the truth of the Catholic 
religion. He now frequently recommended 
the salvation of his soul to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and fervently implored her 
assistance, calling her, according to what 
he had found in his sincere and earnest 
studies, " the help of Christians, and the 
comfort of the afflicted." Moreover, he 
made a vow whereby he consecrated him- 
self entirely and for ever to the Mother 
of God. Being fully convinced of the truth 
of the Catholic faith, and having overcome 
all obstacles, he was, after a brief period of 
probation, received into the Church by the 
president of the English college of Douai, 
of which college he soon afterwards became 
a member. During his stay at Douai he 
made the acquaintance ot tti^ ^xaxL^x^'^^jjaA^ 
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who, to avoid the raging fury of the persecu- 
tion, had fled from England and established 
themselves there. After mature deliberation 
the fervent convert resolved to leave the 
world ajid to consecrate himself entirely to 
Gk)d in the Order of St. Francis. The year 
of his novitiate being ended, he made his 
solemn profession with great devotion and 
spiritual joy. He filled successively the 
offices of lector of divinity and guardian of 
the establishment. At length his ardent 
wishes were fulfilled, and he was allowed 
to go as a missioner to England, with the 
merit of holy obedience. He left Douai 
with a holy desire for the palm of 
martyrdom, and embarked at Dunkerque. 
The shades of evening were falling upon 
the city of London at the hour of his land- 
ing; and that same night he was appre- 
hended. 

The devotion of this holy man to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was truly great: it 
was to her protection and intercession that 
he attributed his conversion to the true 
faith ; in all his difficulties he had recourse 
to her ; he frequently fasted in her honour ; 
SLudi as a sign tTaal Yie \i'aAL ^^-^^Xa^WxasAlf 
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entirely to her service, he wore round his 
arm a chain of penance, called " the chain 
of the slaves of Our Lady," to the day of 
his death. At the close of his mortal career 
he prayed in the following manner : " 
Blessed Virgin Mary, as at the time of my 
conversion I recommended myself to thee, 
so, by my last will and testament, I also 
dedicate myself entirely to thee and to thy 
Divine Son." 

Father Heath was crowned with the 
laurels of martyrdom on the 1 7th of April 
1 643. His last words were: "Jesus ! Mary!" 
He was hanged, drawn, and quartered; his 
head was cut oflf, and exposed on London 
Bridge. — {Certam, Seraphic) 
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WALSINGHAM PRIORY, NORFOLK. 

ALSINGHAM is situated on the 
banks of a small river which falls 
into the sea at a distance of about seven 
miles, and is surrounded by wooded hills 
presenting diversified scenery. Walsingham 
was the most famous resort for pilgrims 
in England, and here the Mother of God 
received the most numerous tributes of love, 
gratitude, and veneration. The original 
chapel, similar to the holy house of Nazareth 
now at Loretto, was erected in the year 
1 06 1 by a noble widow, Eicholdis de 
Favarches, and dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, under the title of her Annun- 
ciation. The widow's son, Geofifry, con- 
firmed the endowment, and added to the 
primitive structure a monastery with a con- 
ventual church for Augustinian or Black 
canons, in the reign of William the Con- 
queror. The image ot \i\i^ ^ofOc^et q>1 God 
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belonging to this establishment was held 
in the very highest regard ; and pilgrimages 
to the shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 
were even more frequent than to the tomb 
of St. Thomas at Canterbury. Foreigners 
of all nations came hither on pilgrimage; 
and several kings and queens of England 
offered here, to the Mother of God, the 
homage of their devotion. King Henry III. 
visited Walsingham in 1248, Edward I. in 
the 9th and in the 2 5 th of his reign, Edward 
11. in his 9th year, Edward III. in his 35 th, 
John de Montford, duke of Bretagne, in the 
3 5th of Edward III., and David Bruce, king 
of Scotland, in the 38th of the same king; 
Henry VI. came hither in 1455; and Henry 
VIIL, as Spelman relates, walked, in the 
second year of his reign, barefoot from Bar- 
sham to Walsingham, and offered a necklace 
of great value to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
The original chapel which contained the 
venerable image of Our Lady of Walsing- 
ham, always remained detached from the 
church, as we may see from the description 
given by Erasmus, an eye-witness. "The 
church is fair and neat ; yet in it the Virgin 
dwelleth not ; that honour, iox^oo\Xi,^\!ife\^a&^ 
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done unto her Son, she hath her church by 
herself, but so as that she might be on the 
right side of her Son. In that church (which 
is not yet finished) there is a small chapel, 
but all of wood. Small light there is in it, 
and none other in manner, but by tapers or 
wax candles, yielding a most dainty and 
pleasant smell. Nay, if you look into it, 
you would say it were the habitation of 
heavenly saints indeed ; so bright shining it 
is all over with precious stones, with gold 
and silver." 

There are two wells called " the Wishing 
Wells," from the fact that in Catholic times 
it was believed that whosoever made use of 
their water would, under certain restric- 
tions, obtain whatever he desired. These 
wells are to the east of the church, not 
far from the spot where the high altar is 
supposed to have stood; they are round, 
plain, and uncovered, and near them is a 
square bath. 

There are some beautiful ruins of the 
conventual buildings and church, but of 
the famous chapel no vestige remains. 

Henry VIII. being changed from a de- 
fender ol the faitti into on^ ol \\*^ ^^^'^^s.t 
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persecutors, had the statue of Our Lady of 
Walsingham brought by Cromwell to Chelsea, 
and burnt in the thirtieth year of his reign. 
— {Camden, Weever, Cur. of Gh\ £r,, & 
Norfolk Memoirs) 



MARY'S FIDELITY TO GRACE. 



I. 

" Hail, thou full of grace." There is no- 
thing in the world comparable to the grace 
of God. It far surpasses gold and precious 
stones, and all earthly goods : these shall all 
perish ; but grace procures us everlasting 
riches. Without the grace of God we can 
do something for ourselves, and for the 
world, but nothing for heaven. Without Me 
you can do nothing " {John xv,). Oh what 
precious treasure is this ! How ought we 
to value it! How fervently ought we to 
desire it ; how frequently to ask for it ! Is 
it not a great motive of courage and zeal 
for us to know that God is always ready 
to give us His holy grace, and that with 
this grace we can overcome all our tempta- 
tions ? " My grace is sufficient for thee " 
(2 Cor. xii). 
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II. 

The angel saluted Mary « fuU of grace," 
and her only study was to be faithful to it 
She never resisted a single one of the 
heavenly inspirations, but always readily 
corresponded with them. In her heart she 
had, according to the expression of the 
psalmist, " disposed to ascend by steps, in 
the vale of tears " {Ps. looxxiii.). Her fidelity 
continually obtained for her fresh graces; 
and in this manner she also wonderfully 
increased in merits, from the moment of 
her Immaculate Conception to the hour 
of her happy death. The graces of God are, 
as it were, linked together : be faithful to 
one, you will receive another ; resist one, 
the link is broken. " He that is faithful in 
that which is least, is faithful also in that 
which is greater " {Luke xvi). 

III. 

Mary could truly say with St. Paul : " By 

the grace of God I am what I am, and His 

grace in me hath not been void " ( i Cor. xv.). 

The grace of God is also with us ; but how 

often, alas ! do 'we ne^ecX. \\»\ ^\i^> ^l^at is 
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worse, how frequently do we use the very 
graces and gifts of God as means to offend 
Him ! Should we not tremble at the 
words of Our Saviour, who, speaking of 
His heavenly Father, says : " Every branch 
in Me, that beareth not fruit. He will take 
away " {John xv,). And in the parable of 
the talents, which represent the graces and 
blessings of God : " Take ye away therefore 
the talent from him " (Matt. xxv.). If the 
Lord had given to others only a portion of 
the graces He has so liberally lavished upon 
you, perhaps they would be saints now. 
Shall not this neglect of God's grace be for 
you a cause of fear at the hour of death, 
and your condemnation in judgment ? 

Conclusion. — Ask pardon of God for your 
past infidelity to grace, through the merits 
of His Blessed Mother ; and resolve to make 
a better use of it for the time to come. 



ASPIRATIONS. 

Virgin most faithful to God's grace, I 
am covered with shame, and filled with 
regret, when I considei \iO^ \ \«^i^^ '^ks* 
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another prodigal, recklessly squandered the 
precious treasures of my heavenly Father. 
Obtain for me a powerful grace, for my spirit 
is often willing, but my flesh is weak ! As 
thou didst endeavour to augment the grace 
of God during the whole course of thy life, 
make me also understand its priceless worth, 
and teach me to prefer it to all temporal 
things. 

A FALLING STONE. 

By the very nature of our existence we 
are exposed to many dangers. If any evil 
befall us, it is often said to be a fatality ; if we 
escape, it is attributed to chance. But faith 
tells us that the very hairs of our head are 
all numbered {Luke xii) ; and that a hair 
^f our head shall not perish {ib. axci,) without 
God's permission. It is certain that the 
holy angels of the Lord guard us, and save 
us from many perils. It is certain that the 
great Mother of God takes especial care of 
those who, by their singular devotion, have 
a more than ordinary claim upon her 
maternal solicitude. This is confirmed by 
the following example *. — 
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King Edward I., the eldest son of 
Henry III., was born at Westminster in the 
year 1252. He had from his youth a tender 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, who, in 
return, protected him in a singular manner. 
Thomas of Walsingham relates the following 
wonderful occurrence which happened to the 
young prince. One day Edward was playing 
the game of chess with a friend. They were 
sitting before a table, in an ancient room 
with massive vaulted ceiling intersected by 
heavy mouldings. All of a sudden, as if by 
impulse, Edward, not knowing himself for 
what reason, rose up and left his place. 
And, lo and behold, a weighty keystone 
detached itself from the roof, and with a 
tremendous crash fell down on the very 
spot where a moment before the prince had 
sat. Had he remained seated a minute 
longer he would have been crushed to death. 
Whatever interpretation may be put upon 
this incident, Edward attributed his miracu- 
lous escape to the special protection of the 
Mother of God, and began to honour still 
more his heavenly Patroness. He showed 
his gratitude by visiting twice the famous 
sanctuary of Our Lady oi^aX&W^^^s:^. 
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King Edward departed this life in the 
year 1307. 

Let us, after the example of this monarch, 
love and honour the Mother of God ; let us 
in all perils and difficulties fly to her pro- 
tection ; she will not despise our prayers in 
our necessities, but will deliver us from 
all dangers. — (Summa aurea, torn, arfi., 
col, 193.) 
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THETFORD PRIORY, NORFOLK. 

|T the synod of 1075,* it was decreed 
that the ancient East Anglian 
bishopric of Elmbam in Norfolk should 
be removed to Thetford, in the same 
county, where a church dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin already existed. Herfast, a 
Norman prelate appointed to the see, assisted 
by the pious knight Roger Bigod, rebuilt 
this church on a grander scale, and made it 
the cathedral church of his diocese. But 
the see was not destined to remain long at 
Thetford. In 1094 Herbert Losinga again 
translated it to Norwich, where it has ever 
since remained. This transaction appears to 
have caused great regret to the inhabitants 
of Thetford, though Roger Bigod made them 
some amends by planting a commimity of 
Cluniac monks in the deserted cathedral 
church. This Roger Bigod, a man of great 

See page 70.— CoUiex, \o\. \. ^. a^% 
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power and reputation in the reign of the two 
Williams, had formed the design of going on 
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but commuted his 
intention by applying the money, which he 
would have expended, to the buUding of a 
religious house. By the advice of Elbran, 
his steward, and William de Walsam, a monk, 
he determined on making his offer to Hugh, 
abbot of Cluni. St. Mary's in Thetford was 
fixed upon as the church, for the new priory, 
and twelve monks were sent thither. The 
house and place, however, being found inconve- 
nient, Eoger Pigod began on the other side of 
the water, a little without the town, a stately 
monastery and church, and ordered his new 
edifice to be dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. He died before its completion ; and 
Stephen, the second prior of the monastery, 
carried on the work which he finished in seven 
years, and removed his convent into it in 
1 1 1 4. The monks on this occasion brought 
with them all the valuable movables out of 
the old church and cloister. 

Among the property thus removed was 

an image of the Blessed Virgin, which had 

formerly been set over the high altar of the 

old church during \ii^ \.\m^ \\» ^^ waed as 
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the cathedral of the diocese. It was now 
placed over the high altar of the new 
church ; but in process of time a finer image 
being made, the ancient one was taken 
down and put by in an obscure place. This 
old image, however, was in the course of a 
few years to attract far more notice than 
the fine new one that had replaced it, and 
became the chief ornament of a noble chapel, 
wherein " Our Lady of Thetford " was vene* 
rated by many a pious pilgrim, down to 
the disastrous time of the Eeformation. 

The narrative is thus related by John 
Brame, a monk of Thetford. 

There was at that time in the town a 
poor workman who incessantly called on the 
Blessed Virgin for relief from an incurable 
disease of which he suffered. One night she 
appeared to him, telling him that if he would 
be cured he must hasten to the prior of the 
monastery, and command him in her name 
to build her a chapel on the north side of 
the choir, which he had newly repaired. As 
he paid no attention to this message she 
again appeared to him thrice, whereupon he 
acquainted the prior, who, being much aston- 
ished, resolved to obey tb^ coixmi^wi^ ^sssiv 
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build the chapel in wood. But the sick 
man returning to him, desired him on the 
part of Our Lady to build it of stone, and 
showed him the exact spot where she would 
have it done. Shortly after this the prior de- 
parted out of the town, and the man going to 
the monastery, and not finding him at home, 
went to an old monk who had resided many 
years in the house, and gave him a token 
where the foundation-stone of the chapel 
should be placed, by showing him and every 
one else that would see it, for two hours to- 
gether, the shape of a cross upon it wonder- 
fully adorned with gold and jewels, which 
afterwards disappeared. As the prior on 
his return still delayed commencing the 
building. Our Lady appeared in like manner 
to a woman in the town, and bade her go to 
one of the monks and command him to bid 
the prior build the chapel at once. The 
woman neglected to fulfil this behest, wher- 
upon the Blessed Virgin Mary came to her 
in the night, and blamed her for her neglect, 
at the same time touching her arm, of which 
she immediately lost the use. Perceiving 
this when she awoke, and grieving for her 
negligence, she ran to fti^ x£iOT^,^\i^tAllin^ 



Thetford Priory. 249 

him what had happened with many tears, 
he advised her to offer an arm of wax to the 
Blessed Virgin, which being done, her arm 
was restored. 

The chapel was at last built, and judging 
from the ruins which yet remain, was not 
much inferior in size to the choir itself. 
Wishing to increase the people's devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin, the prior desu«ed the old 
image to be newly painted. As the painter 
was cleaning it preparatory te beginning his 
work, he found a silver plate fastened to the 
top of the head ; it was taken off, and found 
to conceal many holy relics which had been 
sent to prior Stephen by William, prior of 
Merlesham,at the request of Hugh Bigod,and 
Sir Ealph, monk of Thetford. This same Sir 
Ealph had himself made the image before the 
monks removed from the cathedral. The statue 
wasnowset up in the new chapel, wherein also 
were kept the relics thus curiously discovered. 

Persons coming to pay their devotions here 
obtained many great favours, which were 
noised about the country and increased the 
fame of Our Lady of Thetford. 

The monastery was surrendered in the 
3 1 st year of Henry VIll, 
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The gateway and parts of the church and 
Lady chapel still remain. — {Cdebr^ Sand, 
of the Madonna^ & IhigdMs Monast,) 



MARY'S OBEDIENCE. 



I. 

The sin of our first parents, the first ain that 
ever was committed upon earth, was a sin of 
disobedience. Mary calls herself " the hand- 
maid of the Lord ; " and this faithful hand- 
maid who, neither in thought, word, or action, 
ever disregarded the will of the Most High, 
has by her obedience repaired the losses 
which Eve had caused by her disobedience. 
When the Blessed Virgin Mary understood 
that it was God*s will that she should be- 
come the Mother of Our Bedeemer, she 
immediately gave her consent, saying : " Be- 
hold the handmaid of the Lord." She also 
showed the promptitude of her obedience 
when, according to the order issued by the 
Eoman Emperor, she set out for Bethlehem 
without delay in the midst of winter. She 
was obedient to the law of purification. 
And when informed by St. Joseph of the 
command of the Angel, ^\i<e «Xiax\ft.^ ^t ul^ht 
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on a long and difficult journey for the un- 
known regions of Egypt. 

II. 

Who can consider without admiration the 
sublime and prompt obedience of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary ? Whence did she derive this 
spirit of obedience ? Mary was guided by 
the same spirit which animated her Divine 
Son, who, as the Apostle says, "humbled 
Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even 
the death of the Cross " {Phil, ii.). Blessed 
are those who enrol themselves under the 
standard of Christ by the vow of obedience ! 
Blessed those also who practise this great 
virtue, according to their circumstances and 
state of life ! Obedience is great in the eyes 
of God. St. Philip N"eri used to say that 
the Supreme Judge demands no account of 
the actions which are performed through 
obedience. {St. Alph,) 

III. 

Do you find it difficult to obey ? dust 
and ashes! Behold Jesus is obedient to 
Mary; the Creator to «i. cx^'^^>Kt^\ "W^^a!^ 
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would become of obedience, if the orders of 
those who have a right to command were 
to be submitted to the investigation of those 
whose duty it is to obey ? If the master who 
commands does not deserve your obedience, 
the Sovereign Master whom he represents 
has a claim upon it. According to the doc- 
trine of the saints, it is more advantageous 
to do little things through obedience than 
to perform wonders by our own wilL We 
should obey with readiness not only in things 
which gratify our inclinations, but also in 
those for which we feel a natural repugnance. 
It is especially in spiritual matters that we 
must practise this virtue. Self-will is a 
source of error and sin ; but obedience, by 
purifying our motives, preserves us from 
many faults and regrets, and obtains for us 
the approbation of God. 

Conclusion. — In your daily actions you 
will find many opportunities of practising 
the virtue of obedience. Renounce your 
own will in the spirit of obedience, and 
obey for the love of God, who did not think 
it below His dignity to become obedient for 
tiie love of you. 
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ASPIRATIONS. 

perfect model of obedience, obtain for 
me the grace to see God in the person of my 
superiors, and to obey their orders as the 
orders of God. Star of the sea, guide me, 
that I may faithfully and securely sail in 
the vessel of obedience during my mortal 
career, and, with the aid of this infallible 
helm, safely arrive at the haven of eternal 
felicity. 

MIRACLES OF OUR LADY OF THETFORD. 

A certain woman in Thetford having over- 
laid her child in the night, and finding it 
dead, ran with the body in her arms and 
placed it before the holy image of Our 
Lady of Thetford, when it returned to life 
again. 

Another woman had lost her voice in ' 
consequence of a disease in her throat, and 
was urged by her friends to go and make 
her offering to the holy image of Our Lady 
at Wulpit (or Woolpit) in Suffolk. But she 
made signs that she would rather go to the 
image in the monks' new chapel ; and doing 
so, her voice was iealo\^^. ksA ^^ ^^fe- 
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clared on being able to speak that the 
Blessed Virgin had appeared to her and 
touched her tongue. Wherefore, in grati- 
tude, she vowed to ofifer a lighted taper 
before the holy image daily during her life. 

Another recorded miracle is that granted 
to William Keddrich, a carpenter of Hokham, 
and, Isabel his wife. For it being harvest 
time they, according to their custom, carried 
with them to the field their son, a boy of 
three years old. While the mother was 
mowing, towards evening the child lay 
down and fell asleep. Soon after, a cart 
coming into the field, the wheel passed over 
his head and killed him on the spot. The 
father was following the cart, and seeing 
what had happened, he took up his child 
and ran with him to a doctor in the town, 
who assured him that the boy was dead. 
The parents in their sore distress made a 
vow to go on a pilgrimage to Our Lady of 
Thetford, and about midnight the child 
returned to life ; wbereupon the parents 
fulfilled their vow, and made large ofiferings 
to the Blessed Virgin. 

Let us also in our necessities go with 
confidence to Mary, l\\^ >Jci\oTL^ <^1 sg^'^^'^. 
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The arm of God is not shortened ; the kind- 
ness of His Holy Mother has not diminished. 
She can, she will, grant our request, if it be 
the holy will of God. — (jBev. S'p, Northcote*$ 
eel. Sanct. of the Mad,) 
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WOOLPIT, SUFFOLK. 

lOOLPIT is a considerable village on 
the road between Bury St. Ed- 
mund's and Stowmarket. It is situated at 
a distance of about a mile and a half from 
Elmswell. Woolpit church is one of the 
most interesting in Sufifolk ; it has a mag- 
nificent carved roof, and an ancient rood- 
screen ; it is composed of a nave with side 
aisles, chancel, and west tower. 

Tradition reports that the church formerly 
contained a shrine of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to which pilgrims resorted. The 
image of Our Lady of Woolpit appears to 
have been held in great repute in the county. 
It stood on the altar of the Blessed Virgin, 
in the south aisle, under a rich tabernacle or 
canopy, which seems, from the will of a cer- 
tain John Stevenson, to have been newly 
made in the year 145 1. There is a piscina 
beie on the epistle side, ^or^m^ ^X^^^t Mass 
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used to be celebrated at Our Lady's altar. 
The south porch leading to this aisle is 
particularly beautiful, and was in times past 
adorned with many statues, placed in the 
now empty niches. 

In 1 469, Geofifry Coley bequeathed a wax 
candle of a pound and a half weight to the 
image of Our Blessed Lady here, to burn 
during Divine service. In the time of Henry 
VIII. Margaret Jervys left two pounds of 
wax to the chapel. In the year 1 5 1 5 
Eobert Ketyll bequeathed to the Chapel of 
Our Lady twenty pence " to goe to the use 
of steined clothe in the seyd chapell." 
These cloths were probably painted with 
representations of incidents of the life of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

In an enclosed field not far from the east 
end of the church, near the rectory, is a 
spring of clear water which is still called 
Our Lady's well, and a chapel is said to 
have stood near it. The holy well is 
overshadowed with shrubs, whilst of Our 
Lady's chapel which stood in this place 
no vestige is now left. — {Beauties of Eng- 
land and Wales, & Suffolk Archceological 
Institute.) 



2 5 8 The Pilgrims May- Wreath. 

MARY'S CONFORMITY WITH THE WILL OF GOD. 

L 

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ has 
taught us to pray in this manner: "Thy 
will be done." He has praygd thus Him- 
self for our instruction. Oh if we would 
but conform our will to the holy will of 
God, how tranquil, how resigned, how happy 
would we be in all the occurrences of this 
life! The thought of that Divine will 
strengthened and consoled the Blessed 
Virgin Mary when Simeon foretold her 
the trials that were in store for her, saying : 
" This child is set for a sign which shall be 
contradicted : and thy own soul a sword shall 
pierce " {Lake ii.). This conformity with the 
will of God was her comfort during her 
whole life, and gave her courage and strength 
to stand at the foot of the Cross, and receive 
the last breath of her beloved Son. 

II. 

Conformity induces us to place ourselves 

entirely and without reserve in the hands of 

God, as a piece of clay in the hands of the 

potter. It makes \xa ^^^ \ " Lat God dispose 
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of me as He pleases ; I desire nothing but 
to do in all things His holy will" But 
before we can attain a perfect conformity 
with God's will, we must necessarily mortify 
our passions and evil inclinations. It was 
very dififerent with the Blessed Virgin Mary : 
she was pure and innocent, she was con- 
ceived without sin, and had no passions to 
conquer. As to us, our own self-will and 
pur irregular appetite oppose this holy con- 
formity. We must then renounce ourselves, 
and mortify ourselves, if we desire the 
blessings and wonderful fruits of the con- 
formity with God's will. 

III. 

Those who conform their will to the holy 
will of God enjoy a perpetual peace and satis- 
faction, because, clinging to the immovable 
pillar of the Divine will, they participate 
in its stability. They are in all things 
anxious to know the will of God, that they 
may be able to comply with it. Like the 
sunflower turns towards the sun, so they 
constantly turn themselves towards the Sun 
pf justice, and direct their gaze towards its 
brilliant light. When we remftmho:?. tXsa^>^ 
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is God who sends us this affliction, this trial, 
would we dare to say that we will not accept 
it ? St. Bonaventure, speaking of the last 
farewell Jesus took from Mary before His 
glorious Ascension, makes this aflfectionate 
Mother address Him thus : " My Son, if Thou 
goest away, take me with Thee/* And the 
Lord comforted her, saying : " My dearest 
Mother, it is better that thou remain here 
for some time, to confirm the faithful." To 
which Mary replied : " My beloved Son, Thy 
will be done ! " These are the sentiments 
which must animate a true servant of Mary. 

Conclusion, — God's wiQ is good and can- 
not err. In all the occurrences of this life, 
therefore, accustom yourself to banish from 
your mind every other reflection, but that 
which is included in these words : " It is 
the will of God." 

ASPIRATIONS. 

In all my trials and difficulties, I will 
have recourse to thee, Comfort of the 
afflicted ! Vouchsafe to teach me the senti- 
ments with which 1 ow^^ \» \i^ ^^^asaated 
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in the sufiferings I endure, and at the pro- 
spect of those that threaten me. May the 
consideration of thy conformity with God's 
holy will always strengthen me, and make 
me say with thee : " Lord, Thy will be 
done ! " 



ASSISTANCE IN A FALL. 

St. Anselm, the holy archbishop, and one 
of the greatest ornaments of the illustrious 
see of Canterbury, was bom of noble parents 
at Aoust in Piedmont, about the year 1033. 
His pious mother took care to give him an 
early tincture of piety, and the impressions 
her instructions made upon him were as 
lasting as his life. He studied first in Bur- 
gundy ; afterwards he became a pupil of the 
famous Lanfranc, then prior of Bee in 
Normandy, and finally archbishop of Canter- 
bury. Anselm, having embraced the mon- 
astic life, was made prior of Bee in the year 
1063. There the image of Our Lady, before 
which at her altar he daily came to pray, is 
still venerated. Having filled the ofl&ce of 
prior for fifteen years, he became abbot ; 
and the monastery of Bee 'Hiem^ ^^'safc^RRkVxsi. 
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those days of some lands in England, he 
was from time to time obliged to visit this 
country. At the death of Lanfranc, St. 
Anselm was elected to fill the see of Canter- 
bury, and was consecrated archbishop on the 
4th of December 1 093. As he had applied 
himself in his youth with great diligence 
to the study of every part of theology, he 
acquired a great reputation for his learning. 
He wrote a great many books on various philo- 
sophical and theological subjects, amongst 
which there is one on the Immaculate Con- 
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. His 
devotion to the Mother of God was indeed 
very tender and very great, as we also read 
in the Roman breviary : " He acquired a 
great fame of sanctity by his singular de- 
votion to the Passion of Our Lord, and to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary His Mother." 

This great Queen repaid the homage of 
his love and piety and surrounded him with 
a special protection, of which we find an 
instance in the following occurrence. 

One night, whilst all the inmates and 
servants of the house were asleep, the saint, 
either to raise his thoughts to God by the 
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his devotion in holy prayer, arose, and with 
a gentle step, as he wished to avoid making 
any noise for fear of disturbing the others, 
went outside the house. And now hasten- 
ing on, and thinking only of the purpose he 
had in view, he forgot to pay attention to a 
deep hole which had recently been dug, and 
after a few moments he all of a sudden fell 
headlong into it. In this terrible and un- 
expected fall, the saint loudly called upon 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, his heavenly 
Patroness. The inmates of the house, roused 
by his cries, ran to the spot ; and when they 
had procured some light, seeing him at the 
bottom of the pit they thought him dead. 
But St. Anselm addressed them, saying : 
" Fear not, for the Blessed Virgin Mary has 
protected me : I am unhurt." Hearing this 
they were filled with astonishment and joy. 
They cautiously helped the saint out of the 
hole, and all together returned sincere thanks 
to the Mother of God for her kind assistance. 
— (^Butler, & Summa aurea, torn, xii., 
Edinerus Anglus, in vita St. Aiiselm, — 
Bivarins in Anselmo vindic,) 
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CHAPEL OF OUR LADY OF IPSWICH, 

SUFFOLK. 

|UE Lady of Ipswich appears to have 
been a very popular, though not 
very ancient place of pilgrimaga The 
holy image stood in a chapel commonly 
called " Our Lady of Grace," situated at the 
north-west comer of a lane at the end of 
Westgate Street, which to this day goes by 
the name of " Lady Lane," where the alms- 
houses now stand. It was much frequented 
in Catholic times, but particularly under the 
Tudor sovereigns. We find it named among 
the sanctuaries to which Queen Elizabeth of 
York, the consort of Henry VII., made her 
yearly offerings. 

It was to the chapel of Our Lady of 
Ipswich that Cardinal Wolsey, himself by 
birth an Ipswich man, ordered a yearly pro- 
cession to be made by the college which he 
founded in his native Ion^u, on \Jsi^ i^-^s^^^ ^t 
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the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, the 
special Patroness of his foundation. This 
procession took place only once. At the 
time of the Eeformation, as Weever writes, 
" in September of the 30th of Henry VIII., 
by the special motion of great Cromwell, 
all the notable images unto the which were 
made any especial pilgrimages and ofiferings, 
as the images of Our Lady of Walsingham, 
Ipswich, Worcester, Wilsdon, were brought 
up to London and burnt at Chelsea. All 
the jewels and other rich ofiferings were 
brought into the king's treasurie" (Intro- 
dicction, p. III). 

The venerable image of Our Lady of 
Ipswich was secretly conveyed to London 
by water ; for it appears that its removal 
would have been opposed by the people, and 
that, in consequence, considerable caution 
had to be used by those entrusted with the 
disgraceful business. In London the image 
was received by Thomas Thacker, Cromwell's 
steward, who writes to his master, informing 
him that " Our Lady that was at Ipswich " 
is now in his house near the Austin friars, 
and " bestowed in the wardrobe of beds," till 
his lordship's pleaaMi^ ^\i^ \i^ ^k^ss^^ql^ 
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" There is nothing about her," he adds, " but 
two half shoes of silver, and four stones oi 
crystal set in silver." 

This image seems to have been one of those 
which, at the time of the Reformation, were 
regarded with peculiar veneration by the 
people, and were on that account speciallj 
obnoxious to the iconoclasts, for in the 
homily against peril of idolatry, it ifi 
named together with Our Lady of Walsing- 
ham, and Our Lady of Wilsdon. The homilj 
runs thus : 

" When you hear of Our Lady of Walsing- 
ham, Our Lady of Ipswich, Our Lady oi 
Wilsdon, and such other, what is it but an 
imitation of the Gentile idolaters, Dians 
Agrotera, Diana Coryphea, Diana Ephesia 
&c.?" 

Such are the words of Mary's enemies 
we, on the contrary, say: 

" Jesus, when His three hours were run, 
Bequeathed thee from the Cross to me ; 
How can I rightly love thy Son, 
Sweet Mother, if I love not thee ? " 

{Cel, Sand, of the Mad., Weever, & Ipswich 
Jfejnorials!) 



Mary's Desire for Heaven, 267 



mart's desire for heaven. 



I. 

The Mother of God was entirely free from 
all earthly desires during her whole life; 
but after Christ's Ascension into heaven, 
her heart was wholly detached from this 
world, and took its flight towards the eter- 
nal regions. " The love which Mary bore 
Jesus," says Sophronius, " excited within 
her a most ardent desire to be with Him ; 
this desire was, as it were, continually 
renewed, and constantly increased." {De 
Assumpt) The abbot Eupertus makes her 
exclaim with the spouse of the Canticle : 
" I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem, if 
you find my Beloved, that you tell Him that 
I languish with love. TeU Him that since 
I am separated from Him, life is to me a 
martyrdom : that I ask myself every day : 
Where is thy Beloved ? where is thy Son ? 
where is thy God ? " {Super Cant,), Oh, 
who shall be able to describe the martyrdom 
of love which the Blessed Virgin Mary 
endured ? Who shall describe her ineffable 
longing for heaven 'J 
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II. 

Our supreme good is also in heaven. We 
ought, like St. Paul, to desire " to be dis- 
solved and to be with Christ " {PML. i.). Oh, 
if our heart had but a spark of the fire of 
love which was continually burning on the 
altar of Mary's heart, how contemptible 
would the earth appear to us, and how 
ardently would we wish for the felicity of 
heaven ! Then, indeed, we would exclaim 
with the Psalmist: "Wo is me, that my so- 
journing is prolonged " {Pa, cxix.). " Who 
will give me wings like a dove, and I will 
fly and be at rest ? " (Ps, liv), God is the 
centre of our rest ; towards Him, therefore, 
we must constantly tend by our desires. 
"As the hart panteth after the fountains 
of waters, so my soul panteth after Thee, 
God '' {Ps. xlL). 

III. 

What is the object of your desires ? Is 
it Jesus? Is it heaven? "Where thy trea- 
sure is there is thy heart also " {Matt. vi). 
Your heart is fixed upon the world ; it is 
occupied with frivolous tti\\i^s»\ \^ iia\»,'OaKQ.^ 
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Jesus your treasure, as He was to Mary all 
in all ? This is a matter of serious examina- 
tion for you, full of the most important con- 
sequences, both for time and eternity. In 
the transitory and vain pleasures of the world 
you will find nothing but disappointment, 
disgust, and bitter regret. God alone can 
satisfy the longings of your heart, and will 
fulfil your desires beyond measure. " What 
have I in heaven ? and besides Thee what 
do I desire upon earth ? Thou art the God 
of my heart, and the God that is my portion 
for ever " (P5. Ixxii), 

Conclusion, — Since those who have en- 
joyed the pleasures of this world declare 
that they are vain and deceitful, and leave 
nothing behind but remorse, profit by their 
experience. Desire nothing but God, and 
the substantial goods and true joys of 
heaven. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

Blessed Virgin Mary, I am so earthly, 
that I cannot comprehend the fervour and 
the ardent desires, whiciU m^^'^\^i^^\^K^^x^^«J^ 
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with love to the last moment of thy life ! 
By the unspeakable joy thou didst experience 
at seeing thy holy desires fulfilled, I pray 
thee excite within my heart sentiments 
similar to thine ! Help me to obtain the 
object of my desire, and to rejoice for ever 
in its sweet possession ! 

SIR ROGER WENTWORTtfS DAUGHTER POS- 
SESSED BY THE DEVIL, IS DELIVERED 
BEFORE THE IMAGE OF OUR LADY OF 
IPSWICH. 

The following miracle is recorded by Sir 
Thomas More, in the first book of his Dia- 
logues, 1 6th chapter, inscribed as follows : — 

"The author showeth that whosoever 
would inquire, would soon find that at 
pilgrimages many great and undoubted 
miracles are daily wrought and well known. 
And especially he speaketh of a great and 
open miracle shown at Our Lady of Ipswich 
of late, upon the daughter of Sir Eoger 
Wentworth, knight." 

Sir Thomas replies to his interlocutor as 
follows : — 

"And as for t\ve ^om^ ^^ ^-^^^^ ^^, <»<iu- 
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ceming miracles done in our days at divers 
images where these pilgrimages be, yet 
could I tell you some such, done so openly, 
so far from all cause of suspicion, and so 
satisfactorily proved, that he might seem 
almost mad, who, hearing the whole matter, 
would disbelieve the miracle. Among which 
I make bold to mention the wonderful works 
of God, wrought within these few years in 
the house of a right worshipful knight, Sir 
Eoger Wentworth, upon divers of his chil- 
dren, and especially one of his daughters, a 
fair young gentlewoman of twelve years 
of age. This young lady was in a strange 
manner vexed and tormented by our ghostly 
enemy, the devil ; her mind alienated, and 
raving with contempt of God, and blas- 
phemy, and hatred of all sacyed things, 
though she could distinguish the hal- 
lowed from the unhallowed without being 
previously warned thereof. Afterwards she 
was moved in her own mind, and admonished 
by the will of God, to go to Our Lady of 
Ipswich. On the way of this pilgrimage 
she prophesied, and told many things done 
and spoken at the same time in other 
places, which were proved \x\\a» kssi^ 
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lying in a trance she said many things of 
such wisdom and learning, that right cun- 
ning men highly marvelled to hear so young 
a maiden speak and utter things of which 
learned men might have been ignorant after 
a long study, whilst she herself was not aware 
of what she said. Finally, being brought 
and laid before the image of Our Blessed 
Lady, she was there in the sight of many 
worshipful people so grievously tormented, 
and in face, eyes, look, and countenance so 
hideously changed, with her mouth drawn 
aside, and her eyes laid out upon her cheeks, 
that it was a terrible sight to behold. And 
after many marvellous things shown at the 
same time upon divers persons by the devil, 
through God's permission, the maiden herself 
was, as well as all the others, in presence 
of the whole assembly, restored to health, 
and perfectly and suddenly cured. 

" In this event there was no pretext of 
begging, no suspicion of feigning, no possi- 
bility of counterfeiting, no credulity in the 
spectators; her father and mother, sorely 
grieved to see their children in such a plight, 
were the witnesses, together with a great 
nnmhei of persons, arcvoiio^Xi ^Wssl -were 
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many of high rank, singular wisdom, and 
long experience ; the maid herself being 
too young to feign, and the very manner 
in which she was tormented too strange for 
any man to feign. 

" The end also of the matter was edifying, 
the virgin being so moved in her mind with 
the miracle that she forthwith, for aught her 
father could do, forsook the world, and pro- 
fessed religion in a very good and godly 
company at the Minoresses,* where she has 
led a good and happy life ever since." — 
( Works of Sir Thomas More, — A Dialogue,) 

* Nuns of the Second Order of St. Francis or Poor Clares. 
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CHATHAM, KENT. 

|N the chalk cliff, rising above the 
Ordnance Wharf, formerly stood 
the church where Our Lady of Chatham 
was venerated. The ancient edifice was 
nearly totally destroyed by fire in the be- 
ginning of the fourteenth century. In the 
year 1316, Bishop Thomas de Woldham 
bequeathed ten shillings towards the charges 
of rebuilding it, yet the inhabitants seem to 
have been too poor to accomplish the work. 
In 1352, one year of indulgence was granted 
to all persons who would become contri- 
butors. 

Under the entrance arch to the north 
porch of the ancient church, now destroyed, 
appeared an empty niche and bracket, with 
figures of angels at the sides extending their 
wings as if over the head of the statue of 
Oui Lady that foimetVy oc-cvsL-^i^i it, and 
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other angels bending prostrate towards her; 
in this niche the famous image is believed 
to have stood. Some years ago when the 
old church was pulled down, fragments of 
sculpture richly painted and gilt were dis- 
covered among the materials with which the 
east window had been built up. Amongst 
these fragments were pieces of a headless 
figure of the Blessed Virgin Mary and her 
Divine Child. The figure of Our Lady was 
dressed in a mantle, fastened across the 
breast by a fibula; in which still remained 
some pieces of coloured glass in imitation 
of precious stones. This was, in all proba- 
bility, the ancient and much-honoured statue 
of Our Lady of Chatham, desecrated at the 
time of the Eeformation, and broken up with 
other building rubbish for the purpose of 
yet further defacing the church where she 
had been honoured for centuries, by block- 
ing up the east window. 

Lambard, in his "Perambulations of Kent," 
says that on a certain day the corpse of an 
unknown man was cast on shore somewhere 
within the parish of Chatham, and was by 
charitable persons buried in the churchyard. 
The following night tk^ ^^x\^ ^^^ ^. 
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Chatham was roused from his sleep by a 
voice at the window ; and asking who was 
there, he received for answer that it was 
Our Lady of Chatham, who wanted him to 
know that the person lately buried near 
unto the place where she was honoured, was 
a sinner ; and unless he were removed she 
would have to withdraw from that place 
and cease to work miracles. She there- 
fore ordered him to take up the corpse 
and cast it back into the river. The clerk 
accordingly arose, and going to the church- 
yard, disinterred the body and conveyed 
it to the spot where it was first found, 
whence it was again carried away by the 
waters.* 

The church of Chatham was almost 
entirely rebuilt in the year 1788. The 
present structure is described as ''a neat 
brick building nearly square.'* The west 
wall, though greatly altered and modetnisqd, 
formed part of the ancient Norman church, 
and still exhibits on the inside some re- 



* The corpse is said to have been afterwards, in a 
sfanilar manner, found and interred at GiUingham dose 
bf, where the Holy "ELoo^ ce^sR^ \a ^qhcVl tnlracles, and 
lae soil at the grave Ve^i coTi^vii\ia2\^ ^nx^Kcck^. 
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mains of semi-circular arches with zig-zag 
mouldings.* — (BmiUies of JSngland and 
Wales, vol. viiL, & Weever,p. 343.) 



MAKY S UNION WITH GOD. 



I. 



We are all united with God, inasmuch as 
we are His creatures ; He is the cause and 
the principle of our existence, consequently 
we belong to Him. There is necessarily an 
ineffable connection between the Creator and 
the creature, which can never be broken. 
There is another union with God, which pro- 
ceeds from His omnipresence : His Divine 
substance fills heaven and earth : go whither- 
Ijoever you will, you cannot escape His all- 
seeing eye. " For in Him we live, and we 
move, and we are " {Acts xvii). But far 
more sublime is the union of God with the 
just soul. When God dwells in us by His 

* There is now only one porch which stands on the 
south side, and has an old Norman archway. On the 
north side, opposite is a vestry. In the west wall are 
Bereral Nozman arches and a Qot\aA n^^^q*^. 
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holy grace, we may properly be said to be 
united with Him. This is a supernatural, a 
most noble and glorious union, a union for 
time and eternity. 



II. 



Hail, Mary, daughter of God the Father ! 
" Behold what maimer of charity the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
named,and should be the sons of God" (leTbAn 
m.). By grace we are united with God, like 
children with their father. But the greater 
or lesser degree of intimacy between a father 
and his children, will depend upon the ex- 
cellence of their qualities. Behold the pre- 
rogatives, the dispositions, the virtues of 
Mary, and see what a beloved daughter of 
God the Father she must have been. "We 
were all children of wrath ; Mary was a 
child of God from the first moment of her 
existence ; from her very conception she 
was united with her Creator by holiness 
and purity. Oh could we now, at least, after 
having lost so many precious years, com 
mence a new life, a \io\j «sA TSkKtitAtLou 
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life, a life of union with our heavenly 
Father ! 

III. 

HaU, Mary, Mother of God the Son ! 
Nature knows no tenderer ties than those 
which bind children to their mother. Was 
there ever a son like Jesus ? Was there 
ever a mother like Mary ? In Mary was 
wrought the greatest wonder that ever hap- 
pened ; in her God was united with man. Oh 
how intimate must have been the union of 
Jesus and Mary ! In holy communion we are 
imited with the same Son of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. How do we receive Him ? 
Where is our desire, our love ? Oh if we were 
well disposed, what wonders would Jesus work 
in us at the time of that ineffable union ! 

Hail, Mary, Spouse of God the Holy Ghost! 
Mary was truly the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
who dwelt in her, and united Himself with 
her, like with a most beloved Spouse. " He 
who adheres to the Lord is one spirit" (i 
Cor, m.). 

Condvjsion, — Since the ties of flesh and 
blood shall be severed, but the \iniaiL '^^^K 
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God lasts for ever, you must not unite your- 
self with any creature to the detriment of 
your union with the Creator. If you can- 
not as yet reach the perfection of that 
heavenly union, endeavour at least to make 
some progress by the constant practice of 
the presence of God. 



ASPIRATIOI^B. 

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 
thee ! Thou art united with God the Fathet, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The 
Lord is with thee like a father with his most 
noble daughter, like a son with his most 
worthy mother, like a bridegroom with his 
most beloved spouse ! Blessed Virgin Maiy, 
I beseech thee, through this thy ineffable 
union with God, pray for me that I may ever 
be united with Him by grace and charity. 



ST. RICHARD INVOKES MARY AT HIS LAST 

HOUR. 

St Bichard was born at the manor of 
Wicke, in WorceatAi^^^t«si^^^^VL%^%eoiid 
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eon of Eicliard and Alice de Wiche. From 
his infancy he manifested the utmost dislike 
to gay diversions, and always held in the 
highest contempt all worldly pomp; his 
attention being wholly employed in estab- 
lishing for himself a solid foundation of 
virtue and learning. He first studied at 
Oxford and Paris, and afterwards at Bologna 
in Italy, where he applied himself to the 
study of Canon law, and was appointed 
public professor of that science. Upon his 
return to England, St. Edmund, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, had the happiness of gaining 
him for his diocese, and entrusted him with 
the chief direction of his archbishopric. 
Bichard was the faithful imitator of his 
patron's piety and devotion ; more particu- 
larly of his love for the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. It must not be a matter of surprise 
for us that the saints had a great afiection 
and veneration for the Mother of God, and 
that many amongst them have so much ex- 
celled in devotion to her that it has become 
the most striking feature of their life, since 
a great many famous writers and learned 
theologians hold that it is a mark of pre- 
destination; and that for hua vrli<^ \l^<^^\sc- 
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mends himself to her, and is regarded by 
her with love, it is impossible to be lost. 

St. Eichard was consecrated bishop of 
Chichester in the year 1245. He suffered 
many hardships and persecutions from king 
Henry III. and his officers in the beginning 
of his episcopacy; but he bore it all patiently. 
Such was the ardour of his devotion that he 
lived, as it were, in the perpetual contem- 
plation of heavenly things. In the ninth 
year of his episcopal dignity the saint fell 
sick. He was taken into an hospital at 
Dover, called " God's house ; " and feeling 
his end approaching he implored, as Rudolph 
of Chichester tells us, the assistance of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the following well- 
known accents : — 

** Maria, Mater gratise. 
Mater misericordiae ! 
Tu nos ab hoste protege, 
Et mortis hora sascipe ! " 

**0 Mary, Mother dear, 
Mother of Mercy sweet I 
In life our cry thou hear, 
At death us kindly meet ! " 

-And when he could speak no longer, he 
entreated the ptiea\;a ^^^ ^^ax^^aA^^ kim 
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to repeat the same words at his ear^ until 
the moment of his happy death, which oc- 
curred on the 3rd day of April 1253. — 
(Butler & Sicmma aurea, torn, x, & xii.) 
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OUR LADY OF THE UNDERCROFT OR 
CRYPT, CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL, 

[ANTERBURY Cathedral is of very 
ancient date. St. Augustine is sup- 
posed to have laid its foundations on 
the site of a church, which was built dur- 
ing the Roman dominion in Britain, for 
the use of the Christian soldiers. The 
various parts of the edifice having been con- 
structed in different ages, its architectural 
character is of course various; but not- 
withstanding this, all the parts are so dis- 
posed as to produce a pleasing effect. The 
eastern end, called Becket*s Crown, from 
having been finished during his tenure of 
the archbishopric, is circular; and among 
the numerous chapels which decorate the 
interior, is that of the Holy Trinity, in 
which was the rich shrine of St. Thomas. 
The crypt may be regarded as the 
largeaty the finest, an^i VJaa Taa^\. \si\.<s«atix^c, 
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in England. In extent, construction, and 
ornamental detail, it must alike excite the 
admiration of the architect and the anti- 
quary. The age of the oldest part, namely, 
from the western end to the eastern 
extremity of the circular aisle, has not 
been ascertained, and consequently is a 
source of controversy. Some refer its erec- 
tion to the Anglo-Saxons, others to the first 
prelate under the Norman dynasty. A few 
antiquaries say it dates from the year 742. 
The great crypt consists of a large central 
space, between a continued range of square 
piers from the west to the east end, divided 
into three , parts by two rows of small 
columns ; another aisle or open space 
extends all round the outside of the piers, 
and is bounded by the outer waU. At 
the semicircular end of this crypt, namely, 
before coming to the crypt under Trinity 
chapel, is a part enclosed by a screen or 
tracery which has lateral doorways. This 
was a chapel consecrated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, whose image stood under 
the canopy over the altar. It was dedi- 
cated by Archbishop Morton, who died in 
1500. His tomb is u^ai, Yvfe \iw\xs% ^^- 
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sired to be buried as close as possible to 
the shrine. 

" This chapel," says Erasmus, " was not 
shown, but to noblemen and especial friends. 
Here the Virgin Mother has a habitation, 
but somewhat dark, enclosed with a double 
sept, or rail, of iron, for fear of thieves ; for 
indeed I never saw a thing more laden with 
riches : lights being brought, we saw more 
than a royal spectacle; in beauty it feu: 
surpassed that of WalsinghauL" 

Henry VIII. suppressed the devotion to 
Our Blessed Lady here, and appropriated to 
himself aU her treasures. — («/". BriUan,) 



mart's perseverance. 



The Blessed Virgin Mary had, in the 
exercise of all virtues, reached the end of 
her mortal career. She had persevered ! 
And how admirable was her perseverance ! 
She had never lost the least portion of any 
gift, grace, or virtue ; but whatever blessings 
God had conferred upon her, she kept them 
to the end in all their fulness. Should 
we not blush with shame when we con- 
sider Mary's peTaeveT^.iiCi^1 ^^\iK^^ ^.lao 
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received many graces and blessings from 
God ; but, alas ! through weakness and 
malice we have lost or neglected them. 
We have left all things unfinished and 
imperfect. How shall we ever repair these 
losses ? 

n. 

The Mother of God began well, and fin- 
ished welL Some have begun badly, and 
finished well. Many have begun well, and 
finished very badly; and what was then 
the fruit of all their good works ? Who- 
soever does not persevere to the end, can- 
not hope for his reward. " No man putting 
his hand to the plough, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God " {Imke ix.). 
A traveller on the way to his country must 
not turn back, nor stop on the road. Just 
so, unless we persevere in the practice of 
virtue, we shall never reach our heavenly 
country. But final perseverance in the 
friendship of God, to the end of our life, 
is a special grace, which we must not pro- 
mise ourselves presumptuously, but humbly 
and frequently ask from Almighty God in 
prayer. 
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m. 

" He that shall persevere to the end, he 
shall be saved " {Matt ocxiv.). Oh with what 
abundance of consolation shall this holy 
perseverance fill us at the end of our life ! 
Mary breathed her last with as much tran- 
quillity as if death had been to her a plea- 
sant sleep. Indeed, what could she fear 
at that supreme hour, since, from the first 
moment of her existence even to the last, 
she had lived in and for God I But to die 
like Mary, to die the death of the just, we 
must lead the life of the just. If it happen 
sometimes that our difficulties and trials 
are great and hard to bear, if our temp- 
tations are strong, let us think of the hour 
of death, and say : " Perhaps to-day ! " And 
would we for one day, for one hour, forfeit 
a happy eternity ? 

Conclusion, — Eesolve to persevere in the 
practice of virtue, and never to leave the 
way of perfection. Let the consideration 
of Mary's constancy often strengthen your 
weakness ; frequently ask through her inter- 
cession the grace oi &.Ti3i\ ^et^^^^t^^^^ 
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ASPIRATIONS. 

O Blessed Virgin Mary, I cannot like 
thee rejoice in the fruits of many good 
works, and great treasures of virtue ; still 
I would not like to lose the little I possess. 
And it would all be lost if I did not peri- 
severe ! good and tender Mother, uphold 
my fainting courage, and pray Jesus for 
me, that He may not suffer me to fall away 
from Him, and to be rejected for ever ! Ask 
Him to have pity on my infirmities and 
misery, that notwithstanding my unworthi* 
ness, I may persevere in His holy service to 
the end of my life I 

DEVOTION OF ST. THOMAS TO MARY'S JOYS. 

St. Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury, had 
a most tender love for the Blessed Virgin 
Mary; and, amongst his devotions in her 
honour, it was his custom daily to congratu- 
late the Mother of God on the seven joys 
she experienced during her mortal life. The 
first in her annunciation when she conceived 
her Divine Son; the second when she visited 
her cousin, St. Elizabeth ; the third wh&iL 



i 
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she brought forth our Saviour Jesus Christ 
in the stable of Bethlehem ; the fourth when 
the Magi adored the Divine Infant ; the- fifth 
when, having sought Jesus for three days, 
she found Him in the temple ; the sixth 
when He appeared to her after His resurrec- 
tion; the seventh when she was assumed 
into heaven, and crowned by her beloved 
Son. 

One day as the saint was meditating 
upon these seven joys, and saluted the 
Mother of God with the " Hail, Mary," the 
Queen of heaven appeared to him, sur- 
rounded with great splendour, and said: 
" My dear son, it is very pleasing to me, 
that thou devoutly salutest me, meditating 
upon the seven joys which I experienced on 
earth. But I would like thee moreover to 
recollect my seven heavenly joys, and on 
these also to congratulate me every day. 
And I promise thee, and all those who will 
do this out of devotion to me, that at the 
hour of death I will protect and deliver their 
soul; I will stand by them, and comfort them, 
and intercede for them with my Son." St. 
Thomas returned thanks with great rever- 
ence^ and said : " O ^otyqvsa ^vxsaisL of 
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heaven, and ever Blessed Virgin, tell me, I 
beseech thee, what are those heavenly joys 
on which thou desirest me to congratulate 
thee ? " The Blessed Virgin Mary then told 
him her seven joys in heaven, which are as 
follows : 

1. I rejoice because by the aureola of my 
virginity I surpass all the choirs of angels 
and saints in glory. 

2. I rejoice because the bright light of my 
glory iUumines like a sun the whole heavenly 
court. 

3. I rejoice because all the heavenly 
citizens honour and venerate me as the 
Mother of God. 

4. I rejoice because I can obtain from my 
Son whatsoever I ask. 

5. I rejoice because, being nearest to the 
Holy Trinity, I obtain, amongst all creatures, 
the greatest honours. 

6. I rejoice because an exceeding great 
glory is prepared in heaven, by my Son, for 
my devout servants. 

7. I rejoice because my glory shall never 
end. 

The same saint made on these seven 
lieavenly joys the follo^m^ N^\^<i^^ -^Xjis^iss. 
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were foimerly sung in some churches as a 
" Sequence " during Mass : — 



I. 

6«acle, flore rirgiiiAii, 
Qtub honore Bpedali 
Traxucendis splendif flrnm 
Asgelomm principatum, 
£t Mnctorum decoratum 
Dignitate numerum. 



I. 
Triumph, Virgin blooming 

rod, 
For thoa hjuFt f oond grace 

with God ; 
Thou art high in ^gnity. 
Far above the angek bright, 
And the saints in radiant 

light, 
By thy spotless purity. 



II. 
Gaude, Sponsa chara Dei, 
Nam ut clara lux diei 
Solis datur lumine. 
Sic tu f acis orbem Terse 
Tuee pacis resplendere 
Lucis plenitudine. 



II. 
Triumph, God's own ^ouse 

most dear ; 
Like the sun when he 

draws near 
Drives away the shades ef 

night. 
So the heavenly court doth 

seem 
From thy calm and placid 

beam 
To derive a fresh delight. 



HI. 
G«ude, splendens vas virtu- 

tum 
Cujus pendens est ad 
nutum 
Toto coeli curia. 



m. 
Triumph, noble house of 

gold: 
All the heavenly host 
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Te benignam et felioem 
Jesu dignam Genitrioem 
y enerans in gloria. 



Thee the saints and angels 

greet, 
Jesus' Mother,pious, sweet, 
And in praise their tongues 

combine. 



IV. 

Gaude, nexu voluntatis 
Et amplexn charitatia 
Junota sic Altissimo, 
Ut ad votum oonsequaris 
Quidquid Virgo poatularis 
A Jesn dulcissimo. 



IV. 

Triumph, for thy dignity 
And most ardent charity 
Give thee power with thy 

Child: 
Thy request, whate'er it be^ 
Is most surely granted thee 
By thy Son, so sweet and 

mild. 



V. 

Gaude, VirgoMater Christi, 
Quia sola meruisti, 
O Virgo purissima, 
Esse tantse dignitatis 
Quod sis Sanctse Trinitatis 
Sessione proxima. 



V. 

Triumph, Virgin, Jesus' 

Mother, 
Thou didst merit and no 

other, 
Purest lily, mystic rose ! 
That by thy great dignity 
To the Holy Trinity 
Thou shouldst now be 

placed so close. 



VI. 

Gaude, Mater miserorum, 
Quia Pater sseculorum 
Dabit te colentibus 
Congruentem hie merce- 
dem, 



VI. 

Triumph, Hope of man 

below, 
For the Almighty will 

bestow 
Upon all thy children blest 
Here on earth His hol^ 
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Et f elioexn poll sedem 
Regnis in coelestibus. 



And prepares for them a 

place 
In the realms of endless 

rest. 



VIL 

Gaude, Virgo Mater pura, 
Certa manens et se(mra 
Quia tua gaudia. 
Non oessabunt neo decre- 
scent. 
Sed durabunt et floresoent 
Per sstema ssscula. 

— {Summa aurea, torn, «.) 



vn. 
Triumph, Virgin Mother 

rare, 
For thou fully art aware 
That thy joys and privileges 
Ne'er shall fail but are 

secure, 
They shall flourish and 

endure 
Through the course of 

endless ages. 
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EASTMINSTER, OR NEW-ABBEY, IN EAST 
SMJTHFIELD, LONDON. 

MONG the many places dedicated to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 
neighbourhood of the Tower, we must men- 
tion Eastminster, also called "St. Mary 
Graces," where she had her shrine * 

Before the foundation of this abbey, there 
stood in the same place a small chapel 
within the precincts of a cemetery which 
had served as a burial place during the first 
great pestilence in the year 1348, the 23rd 
of Edward III. This chapel and cemetery 
had been dedicated by Ealph Stratford, 
Bishop of London. King Edward III. had 
a special liking for this spot. He had, 
besides, contracted an obligation before God ; 
for on one of his sea voyages, being caught 
in a tempest, and seeing himself in imminent 

* See Our Lady*8 Dovre^, ^« VV 
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peril of shipwreck, he made a vow to build 
a monastery in honour of Our Lady of 
Grace, if God would grant him grace to 
come safe to land. In the charter of the 
erection of the abbey, the king .alludes to 
this occurrence in the following terms: 
" When we consider the dangers to which 
we have been exposed, both on land and 
sea, and the abundant graces which God m 
His mercy has bestowed upon us when we 
implored His assistance, together with the 
kind protection of His most Holy Mother, 
animated with sentiments of sincere grati- 
tude, we have resolved to do something in 
return for so many graces. Hoping that 
He whose grace has never abandoned us, 
will in His mercy continue to protect us, 
we have decreed to found and endow an 
abbey under the title of " Our Lady of 
Grace/' 

In consequence of this vow and resolu- 
tion, king Edward III. founded the abbey 
of Eastminster, and placed therein white 
monks of the Cistercian Order. For the 
endowment thereof he gave by his letters 
patent, in the year 1 349, to the abbot and 
monka, all those mea«vxa.o^ V\^ >2ciKa wg^^sL- 
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tenances at Tower Hill, which he had of 
John Corey, clerk, in pure and perpetual 
alms, ordering the abbey to be called "the 
royal free chapel Sanctaj Marise de Gratiis." 
He further endowed the foundation in the 
Soth year of his reign. 

Bichard II., in his 12 th, renewed the 
grants, as he says, "For his good estate 
whilst living, and for his soul when dead : 
also for the soul of his grandfather, king 
Edward III., and for the souls of all his 
progenitors, his heirs and successors, and 
aU the faithful departed, according to 
the intention and will of his said grand- 
father." 

At the time of the dissolution the monas- 
tery was pulled down. Weever informs 
us that " the king's storehouse for victuals, 
and for the baking of biscuits to serve 
his majesty's ships, is built in the same 
place." The site is now occupied by the 
Boyal Mint. 

The seal represented the Blessed Virgin 
and Child, with a king and divers other per- 
sons praying. The legend is : " Sigillum com- 
mune BeataQ Mariae de Gratiis." — (Weeter^ 
& DugdMs Monast.) 
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Mary's gratitude. 



"My soul doth magnify the Lord!" 
These are the first accents of Mary*s can- 
ticle of praise and thanksgiving, and express 
the most sublime sentiments of gratitude. 
Venerable Bede explains these words of 
Mary in the following manner : " The Lord 
has exalted me, and bestowed on me so 
great and extraordinary a gift that I cannot 
worthily praise Him with my tongue, nor 
fully appreciate His liberality with the most 
fervent sentiments of my heart : therefore I 
offer Him all the powers of my soul in 
thanksgiving." Elizabeth gave Mary the 
praise she so justly deserved ; but the 
Mother of God wished her holy cousin to 
forget her, and to think only of their 
Supreme Benefactor. It is in this manner 
also that we ought to refer all the good we 
have to the ever-flowing Fountain, from 
which all blessings proceed. 

II. 

I{ we desire to be truly thankful, we must 
appreciate the giita ^^ ^^N^ ^^^^^^^* ^'^ 
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must acknowledge the blessings of God in 
our mind, and keep their recollection con- 
stantly in our memory. This is what Mary 
also practised, as appears from her words : 
" And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour." What can be more worthy of our 
consideration than the blessings we have 
received, and the debt of gratitude we have 
contracted in consequence ? What is our 
life but a series of graces ? What have we 
that we have not received? And what 
blessings has our heavenly Benefactor be- 
stowed upon us ? Gifts of the body, of the 
mind, and above all. His holy grace and love. 
The God who dwelt in Mary, although in 
a diflferent manner, deigns to dwell in us 
also. Consider, moreover, the special bless- 
ings which God has given you, in your cir- 
cumstances, in your state of life ; and you 
will see that you have reason to exclaim with 
the Mother of God : " My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour ! " 

III. 
Mary fully understood \i!a».\» ^ V^st *^ks.^^^ 
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and privileges were so many gifts of the 
Most High. ^' He that is mighty hath done 
great things to me." " The Mother of God," 
says St. Bernard, " attributes nothing to her- 
self ; but, by her humility and her gratitude, 
she refers it all to God." {De duodec. St,) 
What is God ? What are we ? What have 
we done to merit His blessings ? " Who 
hath first given to Him, and recompense 
shall be made him ? " (Horn, xi. 35). Shall a 
beggar glory in the alms he has received 
from his benefactor, as if the gift proceeded 
from himself ? Or shall he not rather give 
thanks ? Have we not, perhaps, forgotten 
what we owe God, and repaid TTim with 
ingratitude? Let us, like Mary, continu- 
ally sing within our heart a canticle of 
praise and thanksgiving. 

Conclusion, — You wish to find the virtue 
of gratitude in others : be, then, grateful to 
God who is your sovereign benefactor. By 
your gratitude make yourself worthy of 
further blessings. 
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ASPIRATIONS. 

God, infinitely good and merciful, who 
bast bestowed on me so many temporal and 
spiritual blessings, I offer Thee, in acknow- 
ledgment and thanksgiving, all the senti- 
ments of gratitude which Mary entertained 
for Thy benefits. " What shall I render to 
the Lord for all the things that He hath 
rendered to me ? I will pay my vows to 
the Lord . . . O Lord, for I am Thy servant, 
and the son of Thy handmaid ! " {Ps, caw,) 



MARY ASSISTS HER DEVOUT CLIENTS IN 
THEIR AGONY. 

There is, in the Catholic devotion to the 
Blessed Mother of God, a certain unction 
and sweetness which make us feel less 
lonely in the land of our exile ; which fill 
our heart with hope on our pilgrimage here 
below, and cause us to say with confidence : 
" To thee we cry, banished children of Eve ! " 
But we shall best feel the wonderful and 
beneficial effects of this davotiaw ^ ^^ 
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hour of death, as we may learn from the 
following examples. 

We read of a certain Dominican friar of 
the convent of Our Lady in Derby, who was 
attacked with sudden illness whilst in the 
neighbouring house of the Franciscans. On 
his death-bed he showed such extraordi- 
nary signs of reverence, as though to some 
personage ptesent of exalted dignity, that 
those who stood around him inquired the 
cause. " This house," he replied, " is full 
of angels, and there are here present the 
glorious St. Edward our king, and Our 
Lady, whom let us salute." The fathers, 
hearing him speak thus, intoned the "Salve 
Eegina," which being ended, he smiled, and 
said : " Oh, how acceptable was your salu- 
tation to the Queen of heaven, for, lo ! as 
she listened to you, she smiled." 

This anecdote is related both by Tsegius, 
and Gerard Frachetti, historians of the Order 
of Preachers, and assigned by them to the 
year 1251. William of Malmesbury fur- 
nishes another example ; the occurrence, he 
says, took place in his own lifetime. 

One of the monks of Ensham abbey, 
heincr at the pomt. ot ^^^\Xi, ^-a:^ XjckssaLC 
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■I 
surrounded by a great number of devils. 
The dying monk, who was struck with 
fear at their sight, pointed them out with 
his finger to the brethren who assisted at 
his soul's departure, and asked them to 
sprinkle with holy water the places where 
they stood. Now, as the monks complied 
with his request, the evil spirits were 
obliged to recede. They found, however, a 
means of eluding the piety of the brethren ; 
for no sooner were they driven away from 
one spot than they went to another. Seeing 
this, the dying monk began to implore the 
help of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This good 
Mother immediately came to his assistance, 
and when she appeared the infernal host 
suddenly vanished. Full of joy and con- 
solation the dying brother, with a heavenly 
smile and powerful voice, entoned the anti- 
phon : " Gaude, Maria Virgo ! " — " Eejoice, 
O Virgin Mary ! " But his fading memory 
did not allow him to proceed. One of the 
brethren noticed this, and prompted him 
the words which followed : "Cunctas haereses 
sola interemisti in universe mundo." — " For 
thou alone hast destroyed all heresies in the 
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whole world." And with the last syllable 
of the antiphon the pious servant of Mary 
gently breathed: forth his sonl. — (Summa 
aurea, torn, xi,^ & Gelehr. Sand, of the 
Madonna.) 
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OUR LADY OF BARKING. ALL-HALLOWS, 
NEAR THE TOWER OF LONDON 

IN" the north side of the church of All- 
hallowSy in Great Tower Street, for- 
merly stood the famous chapel of "Our 
Lady of Barking," the latter word indicat- 
ing that the vicarage of All-hallows origi- 
nally depended from the abbey of Barking 
in Essex. 

This chapel was founded by Eichard 
" Cceur de Lion " in the year 1 1 90. Dugdale 
says the chapel of Our Lady of Barking was 
within All-hallows church, whilst others 
place it at a short distance from that edifice. 
It may have been connected with the church, 
and though it is known to have been situ- 
ated on the north side, it is not easy at 
present to determine the exact spot. 

The chapel was greatly enriched by King 
Edward I. towards the end of the thirteenth 
century. This monarch gave to the sanc- 
tuary a statue of the Blea^^d^r\t^\i'^^?cc^>. 
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which is believed to have been remarkably 
beautiful. He ordered the image to be 
placed there in consequence of a vision in 
which he was commanded to do so ; with 
the promise that if he visited the chapel 
five times a year, namely, on the five prin- 
cipal feasts of Our Lady, and kept the 
building in repair, he would be king of 
England at his father's death ; he would be 
victorious over all nations, and subdue the 
Welsh, and all Scotland. This king also 
obtained an indulgence of forty days for all 
who contributed towards the lights, repairs, 
and ornaments of the chapel ; and his heart 
is believed to have been buried here, before 
Our Lady's altar. 

The image placed by King Edward L in 
this chapel is said to have been made by a 
Jew, Edward having received instructions to 
that effect in his vision. This Jew, looking 
at the holy image when placed in the 
chapel, was together with his wife converted 
to the faith.'**' 

King Edward IV. gave license to his cousin 
John Lord Tiptost, Earl of Worcester, to 
found in this cViajdi ^ college, consisting of 
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a dean and six canons. He granted to the 
custos or warden of that fraternity the ad- 
vowson of the parish church of Stretham 
in Surrey, of the priory of Totingbeck, and 
part of the priory of Okebome in Wilt- 
shire ; and appointed it to be called : " The 
king's chantry in Capella Beatse Marise de 
Barking." 

King Eichard III. repaired the decayed 
structure. 

A great number of people continually came 
hither on a pilgrimage to Our Lady of Bark- 
ing, until the college was suppressed, and the 
chapel pulled down in the second year of 
Edward VI. The ground whereupon it stood 
was afterwards used as a garden-plot. — 
{Weever, W. ITiomburi/, & 0. Chdvnn) 

Mary's reward. 

I. 

" The Mother of God is exalted above the 
choirs of angels in the heavenly kingdom." 
{Off. AssumpL) If, as the Apostle says, 
" The eye hath not seen, nor the ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man, what things God \ka^iXi y^^^^sx^^ \ss^ 
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them that love Him " (i Cor, ii,), who shall 
be able to form an idea of the glory of Grod's 
own Blessed Mother, who loved Him more 
than all men, more than the angels ? The 
glory of Mary surpasses that of all creatures ; 
she is the Queen of heaven; and all the 
inhabitants of Paradise derive from her 
glory an additional joy. Of, her we may 
say with the Psalmist : ** The Queen stood 
on Thy right hand in gilded clothing " {Fs, 
xliv). Let us congratulate the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on her elevation to the lofty and 
splendid throne on which God has exalted 
her in heaven. 

II. 

The unspeakable - glory which Mary ob- 
tained was the reward of her virtues and good 
works, as St. Jerome declai'es : " She was full 
of grace, full of God, full of virtues : there- 
fore she now possesses the fulness of eternal 
glory." {De Assumpt) And St. Ildefonse 
also says that, " As the works of Mary far 
surpassed in merit those of all the saints, her 
reward and her glory is likewise beyond com- 
parison or compTe\i^iiB,\oii " The glory which 
the Mother of Groi xlo^ etC^^^^ \xi V^^^^bq. 
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could not be augmented. The reward of tlie 
saints is measured by their merit : to have 
performed more good works, to have made 
a better use of time, would have afforded 
them greater happiness. But Mary never 
committed any sin, never neglected any 
grace : hence her glory, her joy is complete. 
She might well address God in this manner ; 
" Lord, if I have not served Thee as well 
as Thou deservest, I have at least served 
Thee as well as I was able." 

III. 

At the consideration of Mary's glory and 
reward in heaven, who would not feel 
within his heart a wish to be numbered 
among the citizens of that blessed country ? 
Who would not exclaim with holy David : 
"Oh how great is the multitude of Thy 
sweetness, Lord, which Thou hast hidden 
for them that fear Thee ! " {Ps, xxx) Who 
would not long to contemplate the Queen of 
heaven on her glorious throne ? The eternal 
felicity is within our reach. Shall we ex- 
change it for a grain of sand ? Shall we 
think a life passed in the service of God too 
high a price for the poaaea^Von ofl ^kl <^^st- 



3 lo The Pilgrim's May- Wreath. 

lasting happiness ? " Every man bringeth 
for the fruit thereof a thousand pieces of 
silver " {Cant viii.). Let us remember that 
we must sow now, to reap hereafter; we 
must labour in this life, to rest in the next. 
" Hq who soweth sparingly, shall also reap 
sparingly : and he yho soweth in blessings, 
shall also reap of blessings" (2 Cor. ix.). 
Let us be libei»l towards God as Mary has 
been ; and be assured that the Lord shall 
not allow Himself t(x be surpassed by us in 
generosity. 

Conclusion, — Hitherto you have done 
but little for heaven. The consideration of 
Mary's sacrifices, and her reward, will be for 
you a powerful means of salvation and per- 
fection. Eesolve every day of your life to 
practise some devotion in her honour, and 
recommend yourseK to her maternal care. 

ASPIRATIONS. 

glorious Queen of the heavenly court, 

the contemplation of thy exceeding great 

reward fills my heart with joy. Allow me, 

in quaKty of I'Wy claM, to unite my voice 

with those oi a\l lih.^ ».ti%^\^ ^^^ ^'^xsiXa^.^^V^ 
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sing thy praises, and proclaim thee Blessed ! 

Mary, I am called to the same celestial 
kingdom : but as yet I am exposed to many 
dangers of temptation and sin. What 
happiness it is for me to know that in thee 

1 have a kind and loving Mother, and a 
powerful Protectress ! Mary my Mother, 
I recommend myself fo thee; watch thou 
over the interests of my soul ; secure my 
eternal reward ! 

SPIRITUAL fiSPOUSALS. 

Eings are frequently used as tokens of 
love: they signify the union of hearts 
amongst men. But these signs of vain 
and carnal attachment may also be used to 
represent a spiritual and holy relationship, 
as we see in the life of St. Edmund, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. 

In his youth this great saint besought 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the simplicity 
of his heart, that he might be espoused to 
her. He judged this spiritual contract of 
such importance that he desired always to 
be reminded of it; and he resolved to use 
an exterior sign as a help for his memory 
and a means of satisfying hia daxc^tvok^. T.^ 
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this effect he got two precious rings made 
of similar workmanship, upon which were^ 
engraved the words ©f the angel: "Ave 
Maria." He put one of these rings on the 
finger of Cfur Lady's statue, the other on his 
own finger. The saint wore this ring all his 
life ; even when he had become Archbishop 
of Canterbury, he would use no other. 

The^ Mother of God showed how much 
she was pleased with this practice of devo- 
tion. In St. Edmund's life we read that 
she assisted and comforted him at his last 
hour, like she was present at the departure 
of her Spouse St. Joseph. When the holy 
bishop felt his end approaching he desired to 
receive the Viaticum, and said in presence 
of the Holy Sacrament : " In Thee, Lord, 
I have believed ; Thee I have preached and 
taught. Thou art my witness that I* have 
desired nothing on earth but Thee alone. 
As Thou seest my heart to desire only Thy 
holy will, may it be accomplished in me." 
After receiving the Blessed Sacrament he 
continued that whole day in wonderful 
devotion and spiritual jubilation, so as to 
seem entirely to foTge^ti, and not to feel his 
distemper ; teaia ot p^ ^\A ^\^\?3 \sk^^^ 
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ceased trickling down his cheeks, and the 
serenity of his countenance discovered the 
interior contentment of his holy soul. The 
next day he received the Extreme Unction, 
and from that time always held a crucifix in 
his hands, kissing, and affectionately saluting 
the precious wounds. In his agony he did 
not lie down, but sat in a chair, sometimes 
leaning upon his hand, and sometimes he 
stood up. At length, fainting away, without 
any contortions or convulsions, he calmly 
expired, never seeming to interrupt those 
holy exercises which conducted his happy 
soul to the company of the blessed, there to 
continue the same praises. 

When the holy man had breathed his 
last no one could take from his finger the 
pastoral ring, with which he had been 
espoused to Mary. Full of admiration at 
so great a wonder some of those present^ 
addressed the saint, asking him to let them' 
have it. He heard their request ; and at 
the conclusion of the prayers the ring was 
taken from his finger with great facility. 

St. Edmund's pastoral ring is kept in the 
treasury at Pontigny. — (Butler, Magn. Spec. 
Exempt,, & Summa aurea^ torn, x^ 
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ACT OF CONSECRATION. 

most glorious and ever Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Queen of heaven and earth, Mother of 
Jesus and ftiy Mother, I cast myself at thy 
feet to offer thee the homage of my filial 
affection and sincere "devotion. I choose 
thee this day for my Queen, my Patroness, 
my Advocate and my Mother. Eeceive 
my heartfelt thanks for the innumerable 
graces thou hast obtained for me from God, 
during the whole course of my life. O 
kindest of Mothers, I recommend myself 
to thy maternal care, and in thy hands I 
place the great work of my salvation. I 
consecrate myself entirely to thee, body and 
soul, in life and in death, for time and 
eternity. Show thyself a Mother unto me ! 
Be my advocate with God, my refuge in 
danger, my comfort in exile. Abandon me 
not during life, visit me at the hour of 
death, plead my cause before the Supreme 
Judge, and introduce me into the kingdom 
of heaven, there to be happy with God and 
with thee for ever and ever ! 
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Te Matrem Dei laiidamii% 
te Mariam yirginem pro- 
fitemur. 

Te seterni Patris spon- 
sam, omnis terra veneratiir. 

Tibi omnes Angeli et 
Archangel!, tibi Throni et 
Principatus, fideliter deser- 
viunt. 

Tibi omnes Potestates, 
et omnes Virtutescoelorum, 
et universffi Dominationes 
obediunt. 

Tibi omnes Chori, tibi 
Cherubim, et Seraphim, 
exultantes assistunt. 

Tibi omnis angelica 
creatura incessabili voce 
proclamat : 

Sancta, sancta, sancta, 
Maria, Dei Genitrix Ma- 
ter et Virgo ! 

Pleni sunt coeli et terra, 
majestatis glorise fructus 
ventris tui. 



Thee, O Mother of God, 
we praise ; O Mary, we 
believe that thou art an 
Immaculate Virgin. 

O Spouse of the Father 
everl^tiug, all the earth 
venerates thee. 

All the Angels and 
Archangels, the Thrones 
and Principalities, faith- 
fully serve thee. 

All the Powers and 
Virtues of heaven, and all 
the Dominations, are obe- 
dient to thee. 

All the Choirs, the 
Cherubim, and Seraphim, 
joyfully surround thee. 

To thee all the angelic 
spirits cry out without 
ceasing : 

Holy, holy, holy, Mary 
Mother of God, Mother 
and Virgin ! 

Heaven and earth are 
filled with the majesty 
and glory of the fruit of 
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Te gloriosus Apostol- 
orum chorus, sui Greatoris 
M&trem coUaudat. 

Te beatorum Martyrum 
CGBtus candidatus, Ghristi 
Genitricem glorificat. 

' Te gloriosus Confesso- 
rum ezercitus, Trinitatis 
templum appellat. 

Te sanctorum Virginum 
chorea amabilis, Virgini- 
tatis et humilitatis ezem- 
pluxD prssdicat. 

Te iota coelestis cuiia, 
Reginam honorat. 

Te per universum orbem, 
Ecclesia invocando con- 
celebrat. 

Matrem divinse majes- 
tatis. 

Venerandam te veram 
Regis coelestis puerperam, 
sanctam quoque dulcem et 
piam. 

Tu Angelorum Domina, 
tu paradisi janua. 

Tu scala regni coelestis, 
et gloriffi. 

Tu thalamus, tu ato* 
pietatis et gratiee. 



The glorious choir of 
the Apostles praises thee 
as the Mother of the great 
Creator. 

The white-robed assem- 
bly of blessed Martyrs glo- 
rifies thee as the Mother of 
Christ. 

The glorious army of 
Confessors calls thee the 
temple of the Holy Trinity. 

The amiable circle of 
holy Virgins proclaims 
thee the model of purity 
and humility. 

All the heavenly inha- 
bitants honour thee as 
their Queen. 

The Church, throughout 
the world, invokes and 
glorifies thee. 

O Mother of the divine 
majesty. 

O holy, sweet and pious 
Virgin, truly admirable 
Mother of the g^reat King 
of heaven. 

Thou art the Queen of 
Angels, the gate of para- 
dise. 

Thou art the ladder of 
>uti^ ^QXvQus kingdom of 
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Ta vena misericordise, 
tu Sponsa, et Mater ^egis 
setemi. 

Tu templum, et sacra- 
rium Spiritus Sancti, totius 
Beatissims Trinitatis no- 
bile triclinium. 

Tu mediatrix Dei et 
hominum, amatrix mor- 
talium, ccelestis illumina- 
trix. 

Tu agonisatrix pugaan- 
tium, advocata pauperum, 
miseratrix et refugium pec- 
catorum. . 

Tu erogatrix munerum, 
separatrix ac terror doemo- 
num et superborum. 

Tu mundi Dominai coeli 
Regina, post Deum sola 
spes nostra. 

Tu salus te invocantium, 
portus naufragantium, mis- 
erorum solatium, pereun- 
tium refugium. 



Tu Mater omnium beat- 
orum, g-audium plenum 
post Deum, omnium saper- 
Dorum civium solatium. 



Thou art the vein of 
mercy, the Spouse, and the 
Mother of the eternal King. 

Thou art the temple, 
the treasury of the Holy 
Ghost, the noble resting- 
place of the ever Blessed 
Trinity. 

Thou makest peace be- 
tween God and man, thou 
lovest us poor mortals, 
thou givest us light from 
heaven. 

Thou art our help in 
battle, thou art the advo- 
cate of the poor, and the 
merciful refuge of sinners. 

Thou grantest us thy 
gifts, thou dost confound 
and terrify the proud hellish 
foe. 

Thou art the Mistress 
of the world, the Queen of 
heaven, after God our only 
hope. 

Thou art the salvation 
of those who invoke thee, 
the haven of the ship- 
wrecked, the comfort of 
the afflicted, the refuge of 
those who perish. 

Thou art the Mother of 
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Tu promotrix justorum, 
congregatrix errantiam, 
promissio Patriarcharuint 



Tu Veritas Prophetamm, 
prseconiam, et doctrix Ap- 
ostolorum, magistra Evan- 
gelistarum. 

Tu fortitude Martyrum, 
exemplar Confessorum, 
honor et festivitas Vir- 
ginum. 

Tu ad liberandum exulem 
hominem, Filium Dei sus- 
cepisti in uterum. 

Per te expugnato hoste 
antiquo, sunt aperta fideli- 
bus regna coelorum. 

Tu cum Filio tuo sedes, 
ad dexteram Fatris. 

Tu ipsum pro nobis 
roga, Virgo Maria, quern 
nos ad judicandum credi- 
mus esse venturum. 

Te ergo poscimus nobis 
tuis famulis subveni, qui 
pretioso sanguine Filii tui 
redempti sumus. 
Sterna fac pia Virgo, 
cum Sanctis tuis nos glona 
ouznerarL 



^ThovL helpest the just to 
advaKoe in virtue, thou 
gatherest together those 
who err, thou art the 
promise of the Patriarchs. 

Thou art the truth of 
the Prophets, the cry of 
joy, and the teacher of the 
Apostles, the mistress of 
the Evangelists. 

Thou art the strength of 
the Martyrs, the example 
of the Confessors, the hon- 
our and joy of the Virgins. 

For the deliverance of 
man, an exile, thou didst 
conceive the Son of God in 
thy womb. 

Through thee, the old ene- 
my having been conquered, 
the kingdom of heaven was 
opened to the faithfuL 

Thou sittest with thy 
Son, at the right hand of 
the Father. 

Do thou, O Blessed 
Virgin Mary, pray Him 
for us, whom we believe 
to be our Judge to come. 

We beseech thee, there- 
fore, help us thy servants, 
who have been redeemed by 
thy Son's precious blood. 

"MLa^e\vsf^"^<e«aftdVir^in, 
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Salvura fac populum 
tuum Domina, lit simus 
participes herseditatis Filii 
tui. 

Et rege nos, et custodi 
nos in eetemum. 

Per singulos dies, o pia, 
te salutamus. 

Et laudare te cupimus 
usque in setemum, mente 
et voce. « 

Dignare, dulcis Maria, 
nunc et semper nos sine 
delicto conservare. 

Miserere pia nobis, mis- 
erere nobis. 

Fiat misericordia tua 
magna nobiscum, quia in 
te Virgo Maria confidimus. 

In te, dulcis Maria, 
speramus, nos defendas in 
setemum. 

Te decet laus, te decet 
imperium, tibi virtus et 
gloria, in seecula ssecu- 
lorum ! 



O Lady, save thy people, 
that we may be partakers 
of the inheritance of thy 
Son. 

And govern us, and 
guard us to the end. 

Day by day, O sweet 
Virgin, we give thee 
greeting. 

And we wish to praise 
thee for ever, both with 
our lips and heart. 

Vouchsafe, O gracious 
Virgin Mary, to keep us now 
and for ever without sin. 

Have pity on us, O kind 
Mother, have pity on us. 

Let thy great mercy be 
with us, O Mary, for we 
place our trust in thee. 

In thee, O sweet Virgin 
Mary, we put our hope, 
do thou always defend us. 

To thee be praise, to 
thee be power, to thee be 
honour and glory, for ever 
and ever ! 



Amen. 
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